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THANK YOU, MEREDITH DEAN, FOR READING THE
FLOYD PRESS!
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BY WANDA COMBS
For The Floyd Press

A grant of $11,800 from the
Jacqueline S. (Jackie) and
Shelborn L. (S.L.) Spangler Fund
of Community Foundation Serv-
ing Western Virginia has enabled
the Floyd County Volunteer Fire
Department, Station 3 to pur-
chase a c195 NXTGEN cutter
tool.

The new piece of equipment
has now been added to other
extrication tools on the Station’s
Tanker 32. “This is the newest
technology in extrication,” said
Fire Chief Mark Link. He and As-
sistant Chief Ricky Thompson
expressed their appreciation to
the Community Foundation and
the Spangler Fund.

The Station also recently pur-

chased a big spreader with
money from its bluegrass fund-
raiser and letter campaign, and
about two years ago, the county
had bought a combi-tool, a
multi-function, cutter-spreader;
those two tools also cost about
$12,000 each. All are battery over
hydraulics, allowing for immedi-
ate access at the scenes.

The county’s Fire Department
is now tasked with extrication
at wreck scenes, Link explained,
and the extrication tools enable
firefighters to start an extrication
so when an ambulance arrives,
those emergency workers can
concentrate on patient care. The
Fire Department’s Station 1 has
a cutter and spreader, Station 2
has a combi-tool, with plans to
purchase a cutter and spreader,
and Station 4 has a combi-tool.

The extrication tools are not
just limited to vehicle extrica-
tions, said Link and Thompson.
They can be used at building
collapses, farming accidents
and forcible entry situations.

Thompson, who wrote the
grant application for the cutter
tool and has been with Station
3 for 19 years, also wrote an-
other Community Foundation
grant application several years
ago and at that time the Station
received about $12,000 to buy a
positive pressure fan and ther-
mal imaging camera.

Link, who has been a part of
Station 3 for 29 years, said any
time the Station receives new
equipment it is “like Christmas”.
The Station has been fortunate

Grant helps fill fire department needs
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Assistant Chief Ricky Thompson holds the new cutter tool, purchased with
the grant money. Also pictured are (from left) firefighter Levi Smith, 2nd Lt.
J.B. Walters, and Fire Chief Mark Link.

SOUNDS OF SUMMER

Small Town Summer continues
Family and friends gathered on the lawn at the Warren Lineberry Park for the 4th

installment of Small Town Summer 2019, featuring free concerts and family ac-
tivities. (Bottom left) Event
attendees take advantage of
some bubble-making fun
thanks to NRV Montessori
School. (Left) The Acid Cats
play a jazzy set for the Floy-
dfest Soundcheck. (Above) A
Tiny Dancer grabs the atten-
tion of the crowd. The dancer
is Riley Lewis, daughter of
Alicia Lewis who came from
Roanoke to visit her mother
and attend the concert with
family. Sponsored by the
Town of Floyd, the Small Town
Summer highlights non-profits
and local organizations. At Thursday’s event the Chamber of Commerce sold tickets
to the Floyd Rubber Duck Race competition on Aug. 24, at One the Water. The next
Small Town Summer free concert at the Lineberry Park is Aug. 1 with The Quebe
Sisters. The Incredibles 2 will be shown at dusk.
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BY DOUG THOMPSON
For The Floyd Press

Floyd County’s Board of Supervi-
sors on Tuesday night authorized
solicitation of bids for potential fi-
nancing of a $14.5 million vocation
and continuing education project at
the county high school.

The approval, which seeks interest
from financial institutions on loans
to finance the project, is a prelimi-
nary step and the board still has to
see the final plans and designs be-
fore giving the go-ahead.

The School Board originally asked
for $18.2 million to finance expan-
sion of the high school’s vocational
operations and add new programs
that stress career opportunities that
do not require college attendance
or degrees while also focusing on
helping adults learn new skills in a
changing economy.

County Administrator Terri Mor-
ris said Davenport & Company in
Blacksburg, the county’s financing
consultant, had asked for authoriza-
tion to seek bids for various financ-
ing plans to pay for the project.

Earlier this month, Davenport
presented revised recommenda-
tions after the board told the school
system that it could not afford to put
up $18.2 million and cut it to $14.5
million.

See GRANT, Page A2

County
hunting
school
financing
Board mulls funding
vocational, continuing
education project
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