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Nothing but net
Chilhowie pounds 
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Pool school
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Reaching for a tissue, putting 
on antiperspirant, or showering 
with soap takes on a whole new 
importance to wellbeing when 
those products aren’t easily ac-
cessible to a person. A commu-
nity partnership is now making 
hygiene and other personal care 

items more readily available to 
those who need them.

Two churches in Marion are 
now home to One Day at a Time 
Boxes and plans are in the works 
to set up two more this year.

The project is a collaborative 
eff ort of Appalachian Commu-
nity Connectors (ACC), Mount 
Rogers Community Services 
(MRCS), First United Methodist 
Church, and Ebenezer Lutheran 
Church.

Ginny Moorer, a leader with 
ACC and a trauma recovery co-
ordinator with Mount Rogers, 

said the idea for the boxes came 
about through ACC conver-
sations about needs that were 
unmet and how to get resources 
into the hands of those who need 
them. As the talks continued, the 
group focused in on information 
– brochures and fl iers with de-
tails on how to access services for 
mental and physical health, den-
tal care, and similar programs 
and toiletry/personal care items.

“The boxes were created to 
provide supplies and resources 

SMYTH COUNTY NEWS & MESSENGER

A Marion man is facing felony 
breaking and entering charges 
after Smyth County investiga-
tors say he broke into Marion 
Middle School last week.

According to a Tuesday release 
from the sheriff ’s offi  ce, school 
resource offi  cers were notifi ed 
the following day of the break-in 
that occurred on Jan.4.

Video from security cameras 
at the school was reviewed, the 
release said, allowing the SROs 
to identify 45-year-old Michael 

Paul Dalton as a suspect. 
During a search, investigators 

found clothing, including a mask 
worn by the suspect, the release 
said. According to the search 
inventory, deputies collected a 
gray hoolie, a face mask, a pair 
of gloves and a hammer.

In an affi  davit for the search, 
Deputy Cole McAllister wrote 
that the video showed the sus-
pect entering the grounds and 
making attempts with a hammer 
to enter the building.

After gaining entry, McAllister 
wrote that the man made his way 
to the cafeteria, “where there is 
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More than a dozen patients 
and staff  members at Southwest-
ern Virginia Mental Health Insti-
tute in Marion are on the mend 
after experiencing irritation and 
diffi  culty breathing from being 
sprayed with a fi re extinguisher 
Tuesday evening, a spokesper-
son said. 

Lauren Cunningham with the 
Virginia Department of Behav-
ioral Health and Developmental 
Services said a patient at the 
facility gained access the extin-
guisher and sprayed several pa-
tients and staff  members.

Of those sprayed with the 
substance, eight patients and 
nine staff  members were taken 
to area hospitals for treatment. 
Smyth County Emergency Ser-

vices Coordinator Curtis Craw-
ford said most experienced mild 
respiratory issues.

By Wednesday, Cunningham 
said all patients were returned to 
the care of SWVMHI and eight of 
the nine staff  members had been 
released. One staff  member was 
still receiving follow up treat-
ment on Wednesday, she said.

Crews with Marion Fire-
EMS, Chilhowie Fire-EMS and 
Sugar Grove Lifesaving Crew 
responded. Crawford said no 
reports of a fi re were made. 

“We are incredibly grateful 
to SWVMHI staff , local fi re and 
EMS, and local hospital and 
emergency department staff  
for quick and effi  cient response 
to this situation,” Cunningham 
said. “Our thoughts are with 
everyone impacted by this inci-
dent, and with the staff  members 
and patients who were injured.”

Cunningham said SWVMHI is 
conducting an investigation into 
how the patient was able to ac-
cess the fi re extinguisher. 

SWVMHI staff, 
patients on 
mend after 
spraying
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This One Day at a Time resource box sits outside of Ebenezer Lutheran Church on Marion’s Main Street.

Showing care
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Rain drizzled, after falling heavily for 
days, and the night was cold with tem-
peratures hovering near freezing. Still, 
people were gathering in their homes and 
around the community. It was, after all, 
Christmas Eve. About 20 young people 
were celebrating the holiday at a Christ-
mas Eve Party hosted by the Fewells. A 

big brother of one of the youngsters had 
taken a date to Rogers’ Confectionery to 
get a Coke.

Soon, screams for help would penetrate 
the night of Dec. 24, 1924.

The crack reverberated with such power 
that many people believed an explosion 
occurred at the Mathieson Alkali Plant. 
Instead, the event now known as the Great 
Saltville Disaster began when a dam that 

retained the plant’s chemical waste failed 
and broke. A river made up of ammonia 
slurry, solid particles, and liquor rushed 
toward Palmertown, knocking houses off  
foundations and carrying vehicles away.

The dam’s failure was attributed to 
heavy rains that lead to excessive pres-
sure on its walls. The explanation seems 

Saltville disaster memorial in works

Marion man charged 
in school break-in

Some of the 
destruction 
caused by the 
dam’s failure.
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