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Staff

The close-knit community
that travels the Appalachian
Trail’s 2,190 miles from Georgia
to Maine is in mourning this
week in the wake of a deadly at-
tack that left one hiker dead and
another seriously injured.

As they wait for the identities
of the man who was killed and
the woman who was hospital-
ized to be publicly released,
those along the trail were deal-
ing with feelings of hurt, worry
and anxiety.

“I think a lot of people are
hurting,” said Dustin Rucker. “I
know a couple of people who
have gone home because of it.”

James Viers, a hiker who goes
by the trail name “Genius,” said
he is worried about a group of
friends he’d met earlier on the
trail. Viers said the group was a
couple days behind him.

“They would have been in
the area about the time it hap-
pened.”

Another hiker who passed
through Marion on Monday

called the incident “unnerving”
to those on the trail.

“We’re usually worried about
things like bears,” he said. “It’s
just so upsetting.”

Rucker, who goes by the trail
name “Honest Abe,” was forced
to leave the trail in Atkins on
Saturday while portions were
closed during the investiga-
tion. Following the re-opening
of the trail, he made it to a Ceres
hostel.

The incident

Trouble brewed on the AT Fri-
day night, according to a crimi-
nal complaint filed Monday
morning at the federal court-
house in Abingdon.

FBI Special Agent Micah
Childers wrote in the complaint
that the victims were half of a
group of hikers who had come in
contact with 30-year-old James
L. Jordan on Friday. He wrote
that Jordan approached the hik-
ers on a section of the trail pass-
ing through Smyth County.

C h i l d e r s
noted that
the group
knew of
Jordan as
a “suspi-
cious per-
son” who
had previ-
ously been
accused of
threatening

others on the trail farther south.
Word had spread about the be-
havior on social media.

The complaint said that when
Jordan approached the group
he was acting “disturbed and
unstable,” singing and playing
a guitar.

Later that evening, after cross-
ing into the short stretch of trail
in Wythe County, the group set
up camp along the trail. Jordan
approached their tents there,
Childers wrote, making noises
and threatening to “pour gaso-
line on their tents and burn
them to death.”

The group began to pack
up and leave the site but be-
fore they could go, Jordan ap-
proached again, this time with
a knife. Two hikers, a husband
and wife from New Jersey, ran
toward the Bland County line,
police said. Jordan gave chase
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One dead, one injured in trail attack

BY MILLIE ROTHROCK
Staff

Max Meadows Elemen-
tary School second-graders
made a splash at the Wy-
theville Wellness Center
recently. For three weeks,
students took after-school
swimming lessons thanks to
a grant from the Foundation
of Excellence.

Depending on their abil-
ity levels, class members
learned to bob, float, glide,
dive, front/back crawl and
more. Of course, there was
some play time included,
too. The grant included a
one-day for assessment and
six days of 35-minute swim
lessons. Each student was
provided with a swim suit,
towel and a bag. Students
rode a bus to the swim les-
sons every Tuesday and
Thursday for three weeks.
After the lessons, they re-
turned to the school, where
their parents picked them
up.

By the end of the three
weeks, most of the 34 stu-
dents could swim, Belcher
said.

BY MILLIE ROTHROCK
Staff

Renovation work is buzzing along at
George Wythe High School.

Last week, crews began ripping out the
basketball court floor. But not to worry – the
centerpiece GW will be preserved to hang in
a place of honor in the renovated gym.

Construction of the $12.2 million proj-
ect began in August. The work is expected
to take about 18 months with the targeted
completion date in the early part of the 2020
spring semester.

“That’s when the final punch list items
should be complete; when everyone is gone
from the site,” said Wes Poole, executive
director of finance and operations, who is
overseeing construction.

In the coming weeks, crews will continue
to work on the air conditioning and heating
systems. The auditorium is close to comple-
tion with reconditioned seats, new paint,
new stage lights, a new sound system, a new
ceiling, lights and sound system. Students at
the Wythe County Technology Center refin-
ished the arm rests in the auditorium seat-
ing and also refurbished seats in the library,

Poole said.
Throughout the school, there are new win-

dows, new duct work, new plumbing, new
electrical work and new internet wiring.
Lockers will be reconditioned and given a
facelift with new hardware.

In addition, a new generator has been
installed. The previous GWHS generator,
which is too small to support all of the elec-
trical improvements, has been moved to
Fort Chiswell High School.

To reach Millie Rothrock, call 276-228-6611, ext. 35, or
email mrothrock@wythenews.com
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Signposts mark the Appalachian Trail
through portions of Southwest Vir-
ginia.
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A logbook for hikers at Trent’s Grocery shows an April 13 sign-in date for a
hiker with the trail name of “Sovereign.”
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Workers tear up the gym floor at George Wythe High School.

Renovation work continues at GW
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