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CITY
Savage resident Brock Olson cleaned
up storm debris from his yard hours
after severe winds ripped through his
neighborhood on Friday, Sept. 17.
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TOUCHES DOWN
Over 160 tons of storm debris hauled away during Savage’s initial clean-up effort
BY CHRISTINE SCHUSTER
cschuster@swpub.com

A

n estimated 160 tons of storm
debris was removed early this
week from Savage neighborhoods impacted by last week’s
severe storm and tornado, according to the city.
The storm, which occurred around
3 a.m. on Friday, Sept. 17, produced damaging winds throughout the Twin Cities and
spawned confirmed tornados in Savage,
Burnsville and Apple Valley.
The tornado in Savage touched down
near Highway 13 and Connelly Parkway and
traveled east for approximately two minutes,

according to Caleb Grunzke, a meteorologist
with the National Weather Service.
The tornado traveled approximately
2.1 miles.
Dave Huizenga, a resident in the 13000
block of Foxberry Road, said he believes
the tornado touched down on his street.
“Something touched down in my yard
and just obliterated six trees,” he said,
adding the force of the winds broke mature
trees in half.
His wife, he said, described hearing
a loud boom followed by the sound of a
freight train. A metal box from a
neig hbor ’s spri n k ler

system smashed against their house.
Approximately two miles east, on 137th
Lane, resident Brock Olson also described
hearing a loud boom and freight train
sound.
Grunzke, with the NWS, said there’s no
explanation for the loud boom residents
heard, but it might’ve been a lightening
strike. The freight train sound, he said,
commonly describes the sound of being
under a tornado.
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