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A volunteer stocks produce at
the CAP Agency’s food shelf.
PHOTO COURTESY OF CAP AGENCY

PHOTO BY JACQUELINE DEVINE

Dago Abebaw, a graduate of
Burnsville High School, alleges she
was the fi rst person to post the viral
video of a racist rant toward a Prior
Lake High School Black student on
social media.

Protesters rally
at Prior Lake
High School
in response to
racist video
BY JACQUELINE DEVINE
jdevine@swpub.com

Area food
shelves prepare for
holiday season
BY ALYSSA HUGLEN
ahuglen@swpub.com

W

Students, activists and community
members gathered outside of Prior Lake
High School on Nov. 11 to stage a peaceful
protest supporting a student of color who
was allegedly targeted in a racist video
posted on social media earlier this week
by a fellow classmate.
High school students were dismissed
early from class around 12:45 p.m. ahead
of the protest.
Nya Sigin, who has identified herself

PREPARING FOR HOLIDAYS

ith fall here and winter approaching, food shelves in Scott
and Carver County are preparing for what they anticipate will
be a busy end of the year.
Food insecurity has heavily impacted
Minnesota over the past decade, and this
dilemma has worsened since the start of
the pandemic.
Minnesotans made over 3.8 million visits
to food shelves last year — a new record high
for the state, according to 2020 statistics
from Hunger Solutions Minnesota, a nonprofit organization centered on combating
food insecurity in Minnesota.

Food shelves in Scott and Carver counties
are finding creative ways to serve the community as the holiday season nears and 2021
reaches a close.
In November, the Jordan Area Food Shelf
provides turkeys, potatoes and a bag filled
with other traditional Thanksgiving dinner
sides. This Thanksgiving, the Jordan Area
Food Shelf is also hosting its third annual
Turkey Trot event, where participants run
or walk a three-mile trail and raise money
for the food shelf.
Next month, the food shelf will stock up on
hams and other typical Christmas and winter
holiday fixings for people to prepare meals.
As the weather gets colder, the food shelf
also donates winter coats and blankets to
its visitors in need. It also is looking into
the ability to give Christmas presents to
kids this year.
Tanya Velishek, executive director of
Jordan Area Food Shelf, said she tries to
be creative in providing to the community
around the holidays.
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Seasonal produce and food items are
regularly stocked in Bountiful Basket
around fall time.
“We do multiple different things during
the holiday season … [because] it’s not just
about feeding the community,” Velishek

Food Shelf to 10 ➤
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