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A snow plow sprays salt on a
Minnesota highway in the Twin
Cities Metro area.
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Loaves and Fishes volunteers
prepare and serve meals at St. John’s
Lutheran Church four days a week.

Making a space
Church partners with
area nonprofits
BY ALYSSA HUGLEN
ahuglen@swpub.com

St. John’s Lutheran Church in Shakopee
is continuing its work with multiple nonprofit organizations this holiday season.
The church currently helps host operations and events for Loaves and Fishes,
Shakopee Community Assistance and Toy
Corner.
The Rev. Gary Kinkel said St. John’s
began partnering with Loaves and Fishes
in January 2020. Since then, Loaves and
Fishes has served a meal out of the St.
John’s location four nights a week.
Teams of volunteers come together on
these evenings and help prepare hot meals
for people. Kinkel said the church would
ideally like to increase meals to five days
a week in the future.

How to navigate roadways
during winter weather
BY JACQUELINE DEVINE
jdevine@swpub.com

W

inter weather arrived in force Dec. 10 and the
Minnesota Department of Transportation
and the Minnesota Department of Public
Safety are reminding residents to stay safe
on the roads while traveling this holiday
season.
Anne Meyer, MnDOT spokesperson, said even though the
department prepares for winter storms, snowfall can be unpredictable.
“The dilemma is, storms are funny. They often change
as they come in so we do our best to plan, but we are always
aware that storms can change in a variety of ways,” said Meyer.
“So, we’re constantly kind of adjusting for that variable, the
unknowns.”
Meyer said last week’s winter storm was the biggest one of
the season so far, with some areas that saw well over a foot of
snow — and while Minnesota is no stranger to snow, it’s still
important to keep safety in mind.
“With that particular storm, it was a lot heavier snow than what

St. John’s to 23 ➤

A snow plow gets ready to salt a road in the Twin Cities
Metro area.
we’ve seen so far with long durations of snow as well. Some places
probably saw an inch of snow in an hour,” said Meyer. “It’s one
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Assisted Living. More than just medication reminders.
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Health and wellness programs
Home care services
Social, recreational, educational programs
Three meals a day plus snack
Weekly housekeeping
Spiritual services

Apartments Now Available!
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