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‘VERY CHALLENGING’
Area school districts face declining enrollment,
state funding coming up short
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The Carver County Environmental
Center in Chaska accepts household
hazardous waste and larger items
from residents across eight counties,
including Carver, Scott and Dakota.

Spring cleaning?
How to get rid
of stuff – safely
BY AUDREY KENNEDY
akennedy@swpub.com
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Following a year of unexpected expenses incurred by the COVID-19 pandemic, Minnesota school districts
are asking for more state funding so they can stay afloat.

BY JAIMEE HOOD
jhood@swpub.com

A

fter a year of unexpected
expenditures and fluctuating enrollment numb ers, school di st ric t s
throughout the state are
facing budget shortfalls that could be
ongoing.
In early 2021, 144 Minnesota school
districts responded to a survey created by several public education as-

sociations including the Minnesota
Association of Business Officials, the
Minnesota School Boards Association, the Association of Metropolitan
School Districts, the Minnesota Association of School Administrators,
the Minnesota Rural Education Association and Schools for Equity in
Education (SEE).
Of these 144 districts, 92% projected
that if Minnesota legislators do not
pass a funding formula increase,
their general fund expenditures

would exceed projected revenues for
the 2021-22 school year, thus putting
them in a deficit. For some districts,
this deficit could fall in the milliondollar range, according to a March 1
SEE news release.
Although one-time federal funding
from CARES and Elementary and
Secondary Student Emergency Relief
Funds was helpful to offset some of
the initial costs of the transition to
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Whether residents are rotating out
seasonal items or purging a basement, an
annual spring cleaning is a good time to
reevaluate what’s taking up extra space
in a home.
But after creating a pile of stuff, it’s
not as easy as throwing everything in the
trash. Those cleaners under the kitchen
sink might do more harm than good in the
dumpster, and garbage haulers often won’t
accept large appliances or electronics.
That’s where local waste facilities come
in.
Agencies like the Carver County Environmental Center in Chaska, and the
Scott County Household Hazardous Waste
Facility in Jordan are the places to go for
residents unsure how to dispose of items
properly. Carver County alone receives millions of pounds of materials a year, including 300 tons of household hazardous waste.
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