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A bill to legalize recreational marijuana reached the floor of the Minnesota House for the fi rst time in history last year.
Since the bill’s passage in the House, conversations aimed at preparing for legalization have been picking up speed in local
communities.
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Forecasting change
Local officials discuss potential impacts of marijuana legalization
BY CHRISTINE SCHUSTER
cschuster@swpub.com

L

ocal leaders are taking a closer
look at how recreational marijuana might impact communities as the nation’s trend toward
adult-use legalization is forecasted to
reach Minnesota in the coming years.
A bill to legalize recreational marijuana reached the floor of the Minnesota
House for the first time in history last
year. The legislation passed with a 72-61
vote, but the companion bill died in the
Republican-controlled Senate.
State Rep. Jess Hanson, a first-term

Democrat representing Savage and
northwest Burnsville, is among the most
vocal supporters of marijuana legalization at the Minnesota Capitol.
Hanson previously led the Minnesota
Campaign for Full Legalization, a nonprofit advocacy group, and she’s spent
time between sessions leading conversations on legalization with local elected
officials and community members.
Hanson’s efforts are supported by
Sen. Lindsey Port (DFL-Burnsville), who
ousted the district’s longtime Republican
senator, Dan Hall, in 2020.
Democratic state lawmakers in support of legalization envision creating

a regulated marketplace to offer safe,
legal access to marijuana while also addressing racial injustices found in the
current system.
“The roots of prohibition have been,
and still are, very deeply rooted in racism,” Hanson told the Burnsville City
Council last month.
Black Minnesotans are over five times
more likely to be arrested in connection
with marijuana than white Minnesotans,
according to the American Civil Liberties Union. Studies show both groups
report using marijuana at similar rates.
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