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Asking the
$211.7 million
question
School referendum
on Tuesday, Nov. 5
BY MARK W. OLSON
editor@chanvillager.com

In a few weeks, Eastern Carver County
Schools will ask voters for roughly $211.7
million. If successful, the Nov. 5 referendum would cost the average household
$ 50.58 per month.
District 112 officials say the funds are
needed for crucial repairs; to build an
elementary school for growing communities; to continue funding technology
and security measures; and to manage
classroom sizes.
“It all makes sense. These are reasonable requests,” said Zach Saueressig, a
local parent and referendum advocate.
However critics, sometimes spurred
on by disagreements over the district’s
recent equity initiatives, advocate against
the referendum.
“They’re laying out a lot of money,
that’s one of my concerns,” commented
Vince Beaudette, a conservative activist
from Victoria, who is also critical of the
district’s “equity agenda.”
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t’s shortly after 7 a.m. on a recent
Friday morning, and a small group
has gathered in a Minnetonka High
School workroom.
This assortment of students and
adult advisors quickly call the meeting to
order, and one by one, each student runs
down a to-do list with a brief update. These
students are the planning committee for
an upcoming fundraising event called
“Show of Hands.” It’s an effort to raise
awareness of the Hope House, a local sixbed emergency shelter for teens in crisis.
They also hope to raise funds to support
the shelter’s mission.
While adults in the meeting make suggestions, it’s the students who are running
the show.
Similar student committees in Chanhassen and Eden Prairie high schools are also
helping with the planning and marketing
of the event. It’s an all-out effort by teens
for teens, to highlight Hope House and the
resources it has to offer to teens in Carver
County and western Hennepin County.
Show of Hands is described by organizers as a “fun-raiser.” It is free and runs 4
to 8 p.m., Saturday, Oct. 26 at Minnetonka
High School. Students and parents from
the communities of Chanhassen, Chaska,

Eden Prairie, Minnetonka and Waconia
are invited to an evening of entertainment,
games, live music and drawings for prizes.
And underscoring the lighthearted
fun is the message that local teens in
crisis have a place to go — Hope House,
an emergency shelter at 3010 78th St. W.,
Chanhassen. It’s where teens can find a
bed, meal, counsel and support.
Since Hope House opened in November
2015, it has sheltered more than 300 teens
ages 14 to 19, according to Pam Langseth,
a member of the Hope House Board of
Directors. An additional 1,200 teens have
been helped, through counseling and
assistance, via a help line provided by
Hope House staff in partnership with 180
Degrees, the Open Hands Foundation and
Friends of the Hope House.

SPREADING WORD
This event has been in the thought
process and the planning process since
last April, Langseth said. While she and
Michele Seetz, MHS activities coordinator,
have provided guidance for the MHS teen
planning committee, the “students have
taken hold of this event,” Langseth said.
The initial idea developed from a feeling
that not enough teens in eastern Carver
County and western Hennepin County
were aware of Hope House and the services
it offers teens in crisis.

Main — Minnetonka High School
senior Macie Anundson, at left, is
leading the effort for the Show of
Hands “fun-raiser” for Hope House,
a shelter for youth in Chanhassen.

The groundwork for the referendum
began months ago and the District 112
School Board approved the measure in
June.
The first referendum question asks for
an operating levy of $550 per student, or
$5.6 million per year over the next 10 years.
“The state has not kept pace with inflation on the funding formula for at least

Referendum to 3 ➤

Inset — Pam Langseth and Lauren
Marty look up information.

INDEX

PHOTOS BY UNSIE ZUETGE

“We pulled together a group of kids, and
ran the concept by them,” Langseth said.
“They said, ‘This is really cool.’” To date
MHS has about 30 students involved in
planning and execution; Chanhassen has
six and Eden Prairie has six. Another offshoot is that a Hope House student club has
formed at MHS; another is being planned
for Chanhassen.
Another key component is raising
teacher awareness. In Minnetonka, teachers will receive in packet of information
about Hope House and its services, and a
small poster of a hand that a teacher can
post in the classroom signalling that his
or her classroom is a safe space, and the
teacher is approachable for any teen in
need of help.
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