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‘THIS IS THE THIRD
ALLEGATION OF FORCED
RAPE, STRANGER RAPE’

“I don’t think they
should be allowed in
court because it was a
past thing and it has
nothing to do with
Austin. But if they do
let them in, it’s not
going to change the fact
that there’s DNA and
that there’s trauma. I
mean DNA doesn’t lie,
right?”
- Beatriz “Betty” Perez
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Jordan rape victim’s past
allegations may come
up if case goes to trial
BY MEG BRITTON-MEHLISCH
mbrittonmehlisch@swpub.com

T

he victim in an alleged rape near
Jordan last year has made sexual
assault allegations against four
other people — two of them statutory rape cases in Iowa where the
defendants pleaded guilty and the two other
“stranger rapes” that were not prosecuted,
according to police reports and court hearings and documents.
Law enforcement officials went to Iowa
and Rochester to look into the cases, which
the defense attorney in the case says shows
they had questions about the veracity of the
victim’s story, until DNA evidence came
back with a match. Then he claims investigators lost interest in the other allegations,
but the prosecutor handling the case says
the investigation had ended by then.
The defense attorney asked a judge to
allow him to review evidence in the other
cases so he can decide whether to try to

introduce it at trial.
Au s t i n J. Jone s , 2 7,
is cha rged with raping
a 20 -year-old Valleyfair
worker on Au g. 7 i n a
swampy, wooded area near
Jordan. He was indicted by
a grand jury in May on additional charges and now
faces life without parole
Beatriz
if convicted. A grand jury
“Betty” Perez indicted Jones for first- and
second- deg ree criminal
sexual conduct with a dangerous weapon.
According to the charging documents, the
rape occurred near the SCALE facility near
Jordan, where the woman lived along with
other Valleyfair workers. Beatriz “Betty”
Perez, who spoke publicly after the rape
charges were filed and again recently with
the Independent, said she was on the phone
with a friend, Cory Lau, when she saw a man
leaned against a tree outside the SCALE
building. She said she approached him to see
if he needed help and was attacked.
Prosecutors allege Perez’s neck was
bound by a belt and she was dragged into a
swampy area behind the SCALE building
and raped. Scott County Sheriff’s Investigator Adam Volek testified that Lau told him
that he had his roommate alert police that

Perez might be in danger
after she dropped her phone
and screamed “Ouch!”
Officers found her cell
phone in the parking lot
near her vehicle, still connected to the call with Lau.
They heard cries for help
and coughing coming from
a swampy area near the
Austin Jeﬀrey building, and found Perez
Jones
lying on a blanket on the
ground with a belt around
her neck, nearly naked and covered in grass,
dirt and weeds. She was gagging, coughing
and “unresponsive, shivering, and appeared
to be in shock.”
About five hours later, Jones, a homeless sex
offender, was found slumped over in his parked
pickup by Mdewakaton Public Safety personnel about one mile north of the SCALE facility.
Initial DNA test results didn’t turn up any
matches, and Jones had to be released from
jail, by law. But after he was released, the
belt found around Perez’s neck and Jones’
underwear were tested and Jones’ DNA
was found on the belt and Perez’s DNA was
found on Jones’s underwear, according to
court records.

Sex assault to 5 ➤

The rape allegedly took place near this
SCALE facility near Jordan.
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