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Celebrate Jordan 
Returning in 2021 
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Barn fi re
No injuries reported 
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BY JAIMEE HOOD

jhood@swpub.com

E
very spring and fall, land 
managers in and around 
Minnesota survey parts 
of the state for an annual 
burn cycle that benefits the 

environment in multiple ways, includ-
ing preservation of native species and 
soil enrichment.

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 

will begin controlled burns on refuge 
units and Waterfowl Protection Areas 
of the nearby Minnesota Valley Na-
tional Refuge this month, including 
the Louisville Swamp.

USFWS Park Ranger Hanna Mc-
Brearty works at the Minnesota 
Valley National Wildlife Refuge, and 
helps coordinate area burns through-
out the season.

McBrearty said the burns are 
“prescribed” just like prescribing 
medication — except in this case, 
rather than for treatment of a disease, 
the prescription treats an area of land 
that needs to be cleaned out of invasive 
species and see a revitalization of 
plants that are native to prairie and 
oak savannas.

While fire is often viewed solely as 
a destructive force, it’s actually one of 

the best natural tools for preservation, 
she said.

Invasive species are killed by the 
fire. Meanwhile, native plants like 
Little bluestem and Indiangrass in-
crease significantly after a fire takes 
place, McBrearty said.

“It’s amazing how quickly they 
grow back,” said McBrearty.

This is because native species have 
adapted to the fire. Before Europeans 
arrived in the 17th century, the Great 
Plains of Minnesota, South Dakota 
and Wisconsin witnessed yearly fires 
across the region.

When there is a burn, the remains 
of the plants that are killed are locked 
into the soil, which increases soil 
fertility.

Scheduled burns 
help restore natural 
wildlife in MN 
River Valley
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Fire is carried up either side of the unit into the wind. The two lines of fi re will grow together in the 

interior of the unit. 
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BY AMY FELEGY
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For a single $5 bill, Alyssa Aleckson 
found the perfect (read: cute) snowsuit for 
her daughter. It was in pristine condition, 
just like the suits she could have found 
elsewhere for maybe $30.

“That just had me on a high all day,” the 
Chaska resident says. “At the garage sales, 
you’re sure to find what you need at like 
pennies on the dollar.”

Others looking to score similar finds: 
get ready. Neighborhood-wide driveway 
bargaining is quickly approaching.

WHY GO ‘SALING’?

The thrill of finding treasures for cheap 
is enough to bring many in. For others, it’s 
more humanitarian.

Sale away
Community-wide 
garage sales return
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A garage sale sign is displayed in the 

Jonathan neighborhood in Chaska 

during a previous festival.
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