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T
he Iowa High School Athletic As-

sociation is preparing to begin the 

2020 fall sports season as planned. 

First practices are set to begin in 

cross country, football, and Class 

4A golf on Aug. 10.

The same can be said about neighbors 

to the northwest. The North Dakota High 

School Activities Association board of direc-

tors voted unanimously last week for all fall 

sports to start as scheduled.

The state of Michigan is moving forward 

as well.

Should that give hope to Minnesota high 

school athletes, who are weeks away from 

beginning practices, less than a month from 

first competitions in sports such as tennis 

and volleyball?

Jon Summer, assistant principal and ath-

letic director at Chaska High School, needed 

just two words.

“We’ll see.”

“We all want this to happen. We just want 

to make sure we’re doing it safely,” Summer 

added.

Questions with no answers. That is Cul-

len Bahn’s dilemma.

While waiting for the state to decide on in-

person school and prep sports 

in the fall, the Chanhassen 

High School athletic director is 

caught in a lull. “It is a period 

of unknown,” Bahn said.

Meantime, his teams are 

doing what they can: weight-

lifting, individual workouts, 

small group training.

With no definitive decision 

made, Bahn’s mindset is to pre-

pare as if the season is going to 

start on time.

“We are planning to come 

back full swing,” he said.

That is assuming all health 

standards can be met. Bahn 

doesn’t want to jeopardize 

anyone’s health in the process 

of getting back to normalcy.

“We have to do our due diligence to keep 

everyone safe,” Bahn said. “Health and 

safety are the first and foremost priority.”

WAITING GAME

At Chaska High School, normally reg-

istration would be open for fall sports at 

this time. With an announcement expected 

either this week, or next, from Minnesota 

Gov. Tim Walz on the status of schools for 

September, that process is on hold.

The Minnesota State High School League 

Board of Directors is scheduled to meet Aug. 

4 to set decisions for fall 2020 

based on guidelines set forth 

by the state of Minnesota as 

well as the Minnesota Depart-

ment of Health.

As of right now, the plan 

is for fall sports practices to 

begin on schedule Aug. 17.

“If the Minnesota State 

High School League gives us 

the go, there’s still some work 

to do based on what the learn-

ing model looks like. Some 

districts won’t be alright with 

a blanket approach. There are 

challenges that come with a 

hybrid or distance learning 

model and extracurricular 

activities,” Summer said. 

“With transportation, how 

are we getting kids to competitions if there 

is a capped limit. How are we getting kids 

to practices if they’re not in school. How 

many officials are willing to come out. The 

systems maybe people don’t know about, and 

usually they don’t need to think about, need 

Fall sports programs 
prepare for 2020 season 
as big questions loom
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Sam Von Rentzell gets some practice in on Monday afternoon. The Chanhassen Summer Tennis Program has been in full 

swing this month with more than 400 youth and adults participating. The number is equal to previous years, even with the 

youngest age group canceled this summer. “My numbers have skyrocketed,” said Chanhassen tennis coach Jim Mason.

“We have to 
do our due 
diligence to keep 
everyone safe. 
Health and safety 
are the fi rst 
and foremost 
priority.”

Cullen Bahn, 

Chanhassen 

Athletic Director
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The Chanhassen Historical Society is 

moving into the historic Village Hall 

building.

To play or not to play?

Sports to 4 ➤

History to 5 ➤
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In a storage space in Chanhassen City 

Hall, President Paula Atkins and four 

Chanhassen Historical Society board 

members are putting on latex gloves and 

beginning to carefully unpack boxes full 

of artifacts.

Sam Aas pulls out a Kodak camera, in-

tact film still inside. Mary Osborne rifles 

through dozens of pocket-sized classic nov-

els, all in excellent condition. Sally Atkins 

grabs the Chanhassen Trivia Game — the 

Making history
Historical Society finds 
a new home in historic 
Village Hall building

Chanhassen Historical 
Society
Address: 391 W. 78th St., Chanhassen

Membership or donation info: www.
chanhistorical.org


