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Chaska’s most 

conspicuous wind 

turbine has been 

out of commission 

since September 10.
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The wind turbine, pictured with its 

blades in 2014, at 1085 Pioneer Trail, 

Chaska.

Wind turbine being refurbished
BY ALEX CHHITH

achhith@swpub.com

O
ne of Chaska’s most noticeable 
landmarks has had the wind 
knocked out of it.

A turbine, located near Pio-
neer Ridge Middle School and 

just off of Highway 212, has been shut down 
and bladeless since Sept. 10 for refurbish-
ment, according to a Minnesota Municipal 
Power Agency (MMPA) official. The repair 
of the blades is part of a refurbishment and 
life extension project.

It is scheduled to be fixed over the next 
couple months and will regain its gusto in 
November, according to City Administra-
tor Matt Podhradsky.

The turbine is connected to Chaska’s 
local distribution system and produces up 
to 160 kilowatts of energy per hour from 
the wind.

“The agency owns and maintains it, and 
each city has their own turbine that exists 
within their city,” Podhradsky said. There 
are 11 other cities in the MMPA.

Last year, the agency started provid-
ing energy to Elk River, which is the only 
city that still needs a wind turbine built, 
Podhradsky added.

The turbine in Chaska has been in 
operation for almost a decade and now 
needs to be refurbished as part of its 
maintenance cycle, according to an email 
from Krystal Knutson, a senior associate 

at MMPA. The project includes replacing 
the hydraulic hoses and pumps, replace-
ment of all control systems, and cleaning 
and painting of the turbine tower.

The 10 other turbines in the other 
member cities are also down for routine 
maintenance, according to Podhradsky.

Turbines have a six-month mainte-
nance schedule and the one in Chaska 
works during the winter. However, it is 
turned off occasionally because of ice 
buildup or if it is below approximately -4 
degrees, according to Knutson.

The wind turbine was built near Pio-
neer Ridge so students could learn about 
wind power. It is located near a trail for 
residents to check it out. An informational 
sign explains how wind is converted to 
energy.

“Additionally, MMPA (Chaska’s whole-
sale electric provider) sponsors an energy 
education program that buses fourth-
graders from member communities to 
MMPA’s Faribault Energy Park power 
plant every May. At the plant, students 
rotate through three stations that provide 
educational information about energy 
efficiency, renewable energy (including 
visiting an on-site wind turbine), and 
power generation and distribution,” ac-
cording to Knutson’s email. “Students 
from both Clover Ridge Elementary and 
St. John’s School in Chaska participated 

Turbine to 5 ➤

Referendum to 5 ➤

BY MARK W. OLSON

editor@chaskaherald.com

In a few weeks, Eastern Carver County 
Schools will ask voters for roughly $211.7 
million. If successful, the Nov. 5 referen-
dum would cost the average household 
$50.58 per month.

District 112 officials say the funds are 
needed for crucial repairs; to build an el-
ementary school for growing communities; 
to continue funding technology and security 
measures; and to manage classroom sizes.

“It all makes sense. These are reasonable 
requests,” said Zach Saueressig, a local par-
ent and referendum advocate.

However critics, sometimes spurred on 
by disagreements over the district’s recent 
equity initiatives, advocate against the 
referendum.

“They’re laying out a lot of money, that’s 
one of my concerns,” commented Vince 
Beaudette, a conservative activist from 
Victoria, who is also critical of the district’s 
“equity agenda.”

$550 PER STUDENT

The groundwork for the referendum be-
gan months ago and the District 112 School 

Asking 
the $211.7 
million 
question
School referendum 
on Tuesday, Nov. 5


