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A
s Jordan Elementary School Principal Melissa 

Barnett welcomed the class of 2036 to kinder-

garten orientation, signs labeled different parts 

of the school that the district is seeking to reno-

vate if its bond referendum passes.

The elementary school was built in 1976 and last received 

major renovations when a new wing was built in 2002. As 

Jordan has grown, the school has tried its best to keep up 

with the growth, but the school is at a point where drastic 

changes need to occur.

One of the biggest challenges is the undersized lunch-

room. Because of the lack of space, lunch spills over into the 

auxiliary gym and lasts for three hours, causing scheduling 

headaches for staff.

Then there’s the classroom design in many parts of the 

school. The older classrooms in 

the building often require stu-

dents and teachers to walk through 

one classroom to get to another. This 

causes many disruptions and distrac-

tions to the learning environment, as 

well as safety concerns. Additionally, 

classrooms are undersized and are not 

easily adapted to modern learning needs. 

On top of that are the necessary HVAC 

changes and upgrades that have been de-

ferred for many years because of the cost.

In addition to space and design constraints, 

plumbing throughout the school needs to be 

updated, especially the bathrooms. The school 

only has three bathrooms for approximately 775 

students, not including the issues and occasional 

plumbing breakdowns that cause one or more of 

those bathrooms to be closed at any given time.

Superintendent Ranae Case Evenson said that sur-

veys and community comments are on the same page 
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Road construction season is nearly here. 

This is what is happening in and around 

Jordan that could affect your travel plans.

CR 66/HIGHWAY 21/

SAWMILL ROAD ROUNDABOUT

Starting at the beginning of June and 

for 12 weeks, the intersection of Highway 

21, County Road 66 and Sawmill road on the 

southwest side of Jordan will be closed as 

the Minnesota Department of Transporta-

tion, Scott County and the city reconstruct 

the intersection into a roundabout.

For those 12 weeks, motorists will be 

detoured away from the intersection via 

Highways 169, 282, 13 and 19. For eight 
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A technical diagram of the Sawmill 

Road/Highway 21/County Road 66 

roundabout.

Early Learning students in Jordan eat in their classroom 

due to lack of cafeteria space at the elementary school.
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