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Wheeler’s Deli Wheeler’s  
Smoke-N-Gas
7453 Sunnyside-Mabton Hwy

Mabton, WA 98935

509-894-4080
Operation hours 5 a.m. to 9 p.m.

is now serving

Fish and Chips and Clam Chowder 

plus
CHINESE FOOD: Orange Chicken and Fried Rice

- CEVICHE is served all weekend, every weekend! -

Job Wise/Sunnyside Sun

The holiday season has started in Sunnyside on Nov. 17. Pedro Cerda with the City of Sunnyside’s street crew puts up the lighted grape 

cluster on Edison Avenue in preparation for the Lighted Farm Implement Parade Dec. 3.

LIGHTING THE WAY TO THE HOLIDAYS

Winter weather is 
making its appearance 
in Sunnyside this week 
beginning with a weather 
advisory and lows 
expected to drop to 27 
degrees. The advisory is in 
effect beginning Tuesday, 
Nov. 22.

Residents of the 
Yakima Valley can 
expect ice accumulations 
between two and five-
hundredths of an inch. 
Drivers should plan for 
slippery road conditions 
that could impact 
morning or evening 

commutes.
Due to the inclement 

weather, the City of 
Sunnyside offices will 
be closed until further 
notice, according to the 
city website.

Along with the winter 
weather advisory, there 
is also an air stagnation 
advisory in effect through 
Friday, Nov. 25. State air 
agencies advise against 
outdoor burning and that 
residential wood burning 
devices be limited as 
much as possible.

City offi ces closed due 
to weather conditions

■ ILEANA MARTINEZ

Media Director

Over the past six years, 
Sunnyside United-Unidos 
has annually nominated a 
dedicated individual in the 
community who they believe 
should be recognized for 
their work in the prevention 
field in the community.

“Every year, someone 
from Sunnyside is 
nominated and awarded,” 
said Eveth Padilla, 
Community Coalition 
Program Facilitator.

This year is no different 
and Jose Ochoa, the 
Substance Use and Gang 
Prevention Specialist at 
Sierra Vista Middle School 
was presented with the 2022 
Washington State Award of 
Excellence in the Prevention 
Professional category on 
Wednesday, Nov. 9 at the 
2022 Prevention Summit 
hosted by the Health Care 
Authority.

“Being new in the 
prevention field, Jose 
stepped out of his comfort 
and hosted a prevention 
week alongside the 
students,” said Padilla. “The 
crowd of students drawn to 
him was amazing.”

Ochoa has been able 
to engage with over 100 
students during their lunch 
periods at the middle school 
and educate them in the 
danger and consequences of 
using drugs and alcohol.

According to Padilla, 
Ochoa has always been 
willing to step outside 
the box and participate in 
any national prevention 
events. He has continually 
asked the local coalition 

Jose Ochoa 
awarded Prevention 
Professional Award

for assistance, along with 
performing his own research 
prior to events. 

“Jose not only leads by 
example but is also a role 
model to students and 
his affable nature, clear 
insight, and guiding vision 
in prevention have garnered 
the respect and admiration 
of staff, students, and the 
community alike,” Padilla 
continued.

The Mission of SUU 
is Unlocking Sunnyside’s 
potential for a healthier, 
prosperous, drug/alcohol-
free community for our 
youth through education, 
prevention, and advocacy.

■ Ileana Martinez can be contacted 

at 509-837-4500 ext 115, or on 

Instagram @marketingwithileana
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Jose Ochoa, the Substance Use 

and Gang Prevention Specialist 

at Sierra Vista Middle School 

was presented with the 2022 

Washington State Award of 

Excellence in the Prevention 

Professional category on 

Wednesday, Nov. 9.

■KENNIA PEREZ
Reporter 

Jennifer Dorsett of hidden 
in plain sight of Tri-cities held 
a presentation in Sunnyside on 
Wednesday, Nov. 16 to discuss 
the recent local healthy youth 
survey (HYS) data and current 
trends among adolescents in 
regard to drugs, alcohol and 
mental health.

The HYS gets their results 
from students in the sixth, 
eighth, tenth and twelfth 
grade, the survey was last taken 
in 2021.

Prior to the presentation 
participants were given the 
opportunity to go through a 
mock bedroom of a teen to 
try and identify items that 
can indicate problems or risky 
behaviors.

These items consisted of 
vapes, alcohol and marijuana 
paraphernalia. 

The presentation first 

Presentation shows current drug 
trends among adolescents

addressed the question of why 
students do drugs according 
to the survey students turn to 
drugs as a way to cope, due 
to peer pressure, as a right of 
passage and due to curiosity.

The presentation focused on 
the use of alcohol, marijuana 
and nicotine due to these being 
the common infraction seen at 
schools locally.

For the city of Sunnyside 

five percent of six graders said 
they vape, eight percent of 
eighth graders, four percent of 
tenth graders and 5 percent of 
twelfth graders.

These numbers fall below 
the state percentages with the 
state seeing fifteen percent of 
twelfth graders vaping within 
the last thirty days.

Though these numbers did 
rise when ask about the use of 
marijuana with eight percent 
of tenth graders saying they 
have used and 23 percent of 
twelfth graders with 55 percent 
of tenth graders reporting that 
they don’t think it harmful. 

The HYS is taken every two 
years with students in grades 
6,8,10 ands 12 answering 
questions about mental health, 
substance use, safety and 
violence, and related risk and 
protective factors. The next 
survey is scheduled for 2023.
■ Kennia Perez can be contacted at 

509-837-4500 ext. 110.
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Attendees look through a mock bedroom during the “Hidden in plain 

sight” presentation on Nov. 16.

Parents, teachers, other 
school staff, students, or 
even community members 
may refer a student to the 
Highly Capable Program at 
Sunnyside School District.

For students to be 
considered for the program, 
parents must submit a 
completed referral packets 
and signed permission to test.

These forms can be found 

online on the district’s 
website under “Departments 
and Programs: then 
“Curriculum, Instruction and 
Assessment” then “Highly 
Capable Programs” or paper 
packets that are available at 
each school’s front office. 

The referral window for 
identifying highly capable 
students is now open through 
Dec. 14.

“Highly capable students 
are those who perform, 
or show potential for 
performing, at significantly 
advanced academic levels 
when compared with others 
of their age, experiences or 
environments,” according 
to the Washington State 
Legislature.

The district provides 
cognitive testing for the 

students. Then they take 
the results of that screening 
along with state and local 
assessments and other data 
points to identify students 
who may be eligible for 
Highly Capable services.

The Sunnyside School 
District will be testing 
students for the program in 
January and February.

Sunnyside schools looking for highly capable students


