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WA Elementary School Students return to campus for full time classroom learning on Monday, April 26. “I’m very optimistic today was a good 

day, tomorrow will be a good day and we’ll continue to build on this hopefully until the end of the school year,” Sunnyside School District 

superintendent Kevin McKay said.

Diamond Flowers to sparkle 
downtown Sunnyside  

Council extends 
COVID�19 

declaration

Berenice Espinoza 

plans grand opening 

for Saturday, May 1
■PATRICK SHELBY
Managing Editor

Flowers embody the vibrancy of 

life: they are inherently essential to 

humankind - their intrinsic beauty 

attracts attention and inspires a 

compassionate-giving nature.

Berenice Espinoza recognizes the 

symbolic qualities flowers personify and 

embraces their significance to everyday 

life. She fashions their natural beauty to 

convey meaningful expressions of words 

designed to impart a faithful source of 

reliance and beauty in a life of constant 

change.

Her passion matched with the vision 

for creating personal floral arrangements 

with colorful vibrance and individual 

elegance has empowered the artisan to 

establish Diamond Flowers, a brand-new 

business in the heart of downtown 

Sunnyside, 614 Decatur Ave.

“You can always gift a flower and 

it creates a beautiful smile. Because 

it doesn’t have to be a birthday or 

anniversary. Any moment, any time is 

always a great time to gift a flower,” 

Espinoza stated, while she crafted a 

Mother’s Day box of roses inside her 

shop.

Diamond Flowers grand opening 

is planned for Saturday, May 1. Store 

hours will be by appointment only 

for the present time. Espinoza can be 

contacted 509-305-9098 and Instagram 

@diamond_flowers91.

Originally from Guadalajara, Mexico, 

she moved to the lower valley in 2009. 

The calling for starting her own business 

was instilled by her parents, who owned 

a small grocery store, she said.

Most of her family is in California 

with a maternal grandfather in 

Toppenish, along with a couple of uncles 

in Wapato. Her father and sisters reside 

in Mexico, she acknowledged.

Following her arrival to the area, 

Espinoza started working in the fields 

and later in the warehouse environment, 

prior to performing full-time household 

cleaning services of contractors at 

Wycoff Farms.

The Sunnyside mother of three has 

been creating flower arrangements for 

the past two years, balancing family, 

work, and her career aspirations to better 

herself and provide for her children.

Espinoza’s allure to the floral design 

profession was introduced by Yuridia 

Arteaga, a friend in Las Vegas who owns 

a flower business. She encouraged the 

budding entrepreneur to try it and utilize 

her creativity for fashionable style.

Espinoza discovered she really 

enjoyed working with flowers and 

soon realized her passion for producing 

personalized arrangements made a 

visible difference in the meaningful 

moments of her client’s lives.

The business name, ‘Diamond 

Flowers’ describes the feeling of simple 

elegance with an appealing touch for 

extraordinary style.

“One time I made an arrangement 

with blue roses and the client asked for 

diamond accents. The blue roses looked 

so beautiful with the diamonds. It really 

added a special touch,” she reminisced.

Customers will ask her for a certain 

arrangement that has been created 

■MATTHEW SAGEN
Sunnyside Sun

Sunnyside City Council 
voted unanimously to 
extend the COVID-19 
emergency declaration 
at their April 26 regular 
meeting.

The extension opens up 
the possibility of receiving 
funds from state and 
federal sources as well 
as keeping procedures 
in place to manage the 
current health crisis.

“These actions will 
help to protect public 
health, mitigate certain 
hardships arising from the 
COVID-19 pandemic, 
and facilitate the City’s 
adaptive response to public 
needs,” explained City 
Manager Martin Casey.

Council also voted 
to purchase a Crime 
Scene Investigation Unit 
Van from the City of 
Toppenish. The van would 
allow for the detectives, 
that are called out to the 
scene of a crime, to be able 
to process evidence more 
efficiently.

“We do have a crime 

analyst and our detectives 
are often called to 
crime scenes to process 
evidence. It’s painstaking 
work and requires the 
right equipment,” Casey 
explained to council.

Council voted 
unanimously to extend 
the listing agreement with 
Almon Commercial Real 
Estate for the Monson 
property located between 
Sunnyside and Outlook.

Almon Commercial Real 
Estate has had the listing 
with the city since July 
2015. The new extension 
now allows the listing to 
stay with the brokerage to 
October 30, 2021. 

“I am in favor of 
extending the contract 
until October. However, 
after that we may need to 
have a conversation about 
the listing,” expressed 
Deputy Mayor Dean 
Broersma.

Council will meet 
again for their workshop 
meeting on Monday, May 
3.

■ Matthew Sagen can be 

contacted at 509-837-4500.

IT’S A BEAUTIFUL DAY

CRASH AT 
CHRISTIAN SCHOOL

photo courtesy Sunnyside Fire Department

Police were called to Sunnyside Christian School Sunday 

April 25 at 2:14 A.M. after a drunk driver crashed through 

one of the classrooms. 19 year old Jeremy Botello of 

Sunnyside was arrested for reckless driving and failing to 

stop at the intersection of Cemetery Road and North Ave. 

Traveling at a high rate of speed, Botello crashed through 

the fence and into the school. He was taken to Sunnyside 

Hospital for blood testing to confirm the pending DUI 

charges. No one was injured during the accident. Total 

estimate of damages are still being evaluated.
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