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MEMORIAL CAR WASH — Volunteers wash a pickup truck at 

a memorial car wash for Jenoah Farias on Monday, Sept. 6. Last 

Friday morning Farias was in a car crash that claim his life. Mabton 

community members brought their cars to be washed and showed 

their support by donating to his family. 

Yakima County 

Sheriff’s Office 

investigating
■KEVIN ROUNCE
Reporter

A car accident south of 
Mabton claimed the life 
of a Mabton High School 
senior, Jenoah Farias, early 
Friday morning.

The Yakima County 
Sheriff ’s Office says 
deputies were dispatched 
to the 1500 block of Glade 
Road where they found a 
vehicle on its top 50 feet 
from the roadway.

There were four seniors 
in the car. 

The Sheriff ’s Office says 

the students had gone out 
to the see the sunrise and 
were on their way back to 
town.

Two of the young men 
were taken to Sunnyside 
Astria Hospital for their 
injuries. The driver was 
airlifted to Kadlec in 
Richland.

The School District had 
counselors on site Friday to 
help the kids.

The cause is under 
investigation by the YCSO 
but they did say that speed 
was involved.

■ Kevin Rounce can be contacted 

at 509-837-4500 ext. 110 or at 

krounce@sunnysidesun.com

■KEVIN ROUNCE
Reporter

A new addition was 
installed last week at the 
Jerry Taylor Veterans Plaza 
honoring Americans who 
served this country in the 
military.

The new gray wall will 
have 60 names, similar to 
the other walls, though there 

are still 14 available spots 
remaining.

Coordinator Greg Schlieve 
says they believe with this 
latest installation, it is the 
largest Veterans Memorial in 
the Northwest by weight.

The newest wall includes 
a plaque honoring former 
Sunnyside Police Chief 
Edwin Radder who passed 
away in January.

The American Legion also 
recently had four new black 
granite walls installed with 
information on various parts 
of the Services and challenges 
members face.

The Veterans Plaza was 
the sight of many ceremonies 
prior to the pandemic, 
and Schlieve says they are 
anxious to get back though 
he’s unsure if they will be 

able to hold a Veteran’s Day 
ceremony.

There is a memorial there 
for September 11, 2001, but 
there is no planned ceremony 
to honor the 20th anniversary.

The Sunshine Days Parade 
will be honoring heroes 
during their event.
■ Kevin Rounce can be contacted 

at 509-837-4500 ext. 110 or at 

krounce@sunnysidesun.com
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NEW WALL — A granite memorial wall is lowered by a crane at the Jerry Taylor Veterans Plaza last week.

Veterans plaza gets addition

Changing to all 

district-based

■KEVIN ROUNCE
Reporter

The Yakima County 
Board of Commissioners 
has agreed to change how 
they are elected after being 
sued earlier this year by 

four residents and the 
organization OneAmerica.

The lawsuit claimed the 
current system of district-
based voting for the primary, 
but at-large for all three 
County positions in the 
general election diluted the 
votes of Latinos.

According to a press release 
from OneAmerica, the new 

system will keep the district-
based voting for all elections, 
and that all three seats will be 
up for election in 2022.

The County’s District 
3 position is up this year 
currently held by Sunnyside 
resident LaDon Linde who 
was appointed to the seat last 
year.

He is being challenged by 

Autumn Torres.
In a statement, the 

current Board said they 
were concerned about the 
introduction of “Ranked-
Choice” voting which 
they believe would have, 
“discouraged people

from voting and 
cause more voters to be 
disenfranchised.”

They stressed that voting 
should be about choosing 
someone you believe in.

Linde said he was glad they 
could reach a settlement since 
it was best for the county and 
that, “I still believe that one 
person, one vote is the best 
way for people to show their 
voting preference.”

OneAmerica says that 

although Latinos make 
up more than 50% of the 
County, only one has ever 
been elected to the Board.

The settlement was built to 
ensure that Latinos will hold 
the majority voting power as 
districts are redrawn.
■ Kevin Rounce can be contacted 

at 509-837-4500 ext. 110 or at 

krounce@sunnysidesun.com

Yakima County settles voting rights lawsuit

After year off, Miss Sunnyside Pageant returns Saturday night
■KEVIN ROUNCE
Reporter

The Miss Sunnyside 
pageant returns this Saturday 
after having to be canceled in 
2020 due to the pandemic.

The 2021 edition of the 
event will be a little different 

than what long-time 
participants or fans might 
expect.

Co-Director Amanda 
Villareal says it will “feel” a 
little different than past years 
and while they won’t have as 
big a crowd, or the normal 
show, “We want the girls to 

have a good time while being 
safe.”

There will be limited 
capacity with social distancing 
measures in place, and the girls 
will likely have to wear masks 
backstage, if not on stage. The 
audience will be masked.

Villareal says this year has 

been challenging between 
having to cancel fundraisers or 
other events, but it has, “Made 
us come closer together.”

She also noted that the 
crowning will function 
different this year as they 
distance on the stage as well.

The pageant has been going 

on in some form since 1932, 
though there was a pause 
during World War 2.

Diana Blumer-Kilian with 
the pageant says they hope for 
normal and that, “Having the 
pageant is a step to normal. We 
are so excited about the event 
and getting back to almost 

normal.
The Miss Sunnyside 

pageant takes place at the High 
School Auditorium Saturday, 
September 11th at 7 p.m.

■ Kevin Rounce can be contacted 

at 509-837-4500 ext. 110 or at 

krounce@sunnysidesun.com

Mabton High 
School senior killed 

in car crash

Gray wall honoring those who served placed


