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SLEDDING FRIENDS — front to back, Jacob Montero, 10, and Paul Valencia 11, Washington Elementary School fifth grade students feel 

the need for speed at Central Park hill, Friday, Feb. 12.

NEW BUSINESS 

VENTURE — 

Dosage, a drive-thru 

coffee station, 349 S. 

6th St., shares a high-

octane connection to 

Sunnyside’s historic 

downtown past.
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Sunnyside, South 
Central region forces 

Phase 2 move  

Ron Stremler steps aside 
from city with heavy heart 

Community develops: 60 homes to be built 

Dosage coffee stands for Sunnyside’s new drink station

■PATRICK SHELBY
Managing Editor

There was more than a 
hopeful heart of confidence 
shared by local officials as 
they reviewed health district 
data from last week, which 
proved to be accurate and 
resulted in Yakima County 
and the other five counties 
in the South Central region 
to move into Phase 2 on 
Sunday, Feb. 14.

“The key statistic had 
to do with new COVID 
hospitalizations and our 
numbers in the county 
had actually gone down 
36%,” Yakima County 
Commissioner LaDon 
Linde of Sunnyside 
explained in an interview on 
Monday. “So, the thought 
was, if we were that far 
down and everybody else’s 
numbers keep going down, 
why did we not qualify.”

Following the state 
Department of Health’s 
assessment about the 
increase in hospitalizations 
and a high positive test rate 
on Thursday, Feb. 11, the 
South Central region met 
only two of the four metrics, 
one short to move to Phase 
2 with the rest of the state.

“We felt very confident 
that we were going to 
move to Phase 2. The 
hospitalization figure was 
not one that was remotely 

on our 
radar as 
something 
we would 
not meet,” 
Yakima 
County 
Com-
missioner 
Amanda 

McKinney stated during an 
interview on Tuesday, Feb. 
16.

That’s when questions 
immediately started to 
arise and the efforts to 
prove the DOH’s data was 
incorrect, commenced. The 
red flag warning initiated 
a coordinated response by 
the region’s elected officials 
and health department 
representatives to explore 
for discrepancies in 
hospitalization numbers.

Commissioners reviewed 
local hospital numbers and 
compared notes with fellow 
commissioners in nearby 
counties while working 
closely with Yakima Health 
Department representatives, 
who in turn spoke to their 
peers across the region.

They reached out to the 
DOH through the YHD 
and asked them for the data 
used in the reporting and 
were unable to provide it, 
McKinney expressed.

“We had to as health 

■PATRICK SHELBY
Managing Editor

While residing in their 

two-story, 1912 craftsman 

home at 1201 Edison Ave. 

in Sunnyside for the past 

44 years, Ron and Betty 

Stremler recognized it was 

the right time to make a 

healthy change.

“Everything came together 

about the same time,” Ron 

Stremler, former two-term 

council member happily 

announced during an 

interview on Thursday, Feb. 

11.

They happened to preview 

a for sale by owner property 

and knew immediately it was 

the perfect place for them: 

a retirement ready mobile 

home rambler in Prosser. The 

couple promptly made an 

offer which was accepted.

Following the signed 

purchase agreement and 

delivery of earnest money, 

the Stremlers returned home 

on Friday afternoon. They 

contacted their realtor to list 

the 2,325 sq. ft., residence 

with four bedrooms and 

one-and-one half bathrooms, 

situated on an 11,441 sq. ft. 

lot.

By midnight on Dec. 5, the 

listing went active and the 

property was sold Saturday 

afternoon. Coincidentally 

at the same time, serious 

discussions about the 

purchase of the Stremler 

Transport business, which 

Betty has overseen since 

2002, were advancing. 

“We just didn’t plan on 

selling our house quite this 

quick.”

City Manager Martin 

Casey and Mayor Francisco 

Guerrero were informed 

about the home sale right 

■MATTHEW SAGEN
Sunnyside Sun

Community growth is 
the vision for a new housing 
development bringing 
affordable housing to local 
families. Moon Construction 
owner Jorge Herrera and 
realtor Kristine Connolly 

with Schneider Realty Group 
have teamed up to produce 
custom new construction 
homes in Sunnyside.

“We are planning for 
multiple phases with the first 
phase having a total of 10 
lots available for purchase,” 
Connolly stated. The aim 
is to create a nice little 

community for a family to 
settle into and for that family 
to be completely happy with 
the home they purchase, 
Connolly further explained. 

The Columbia Heights 
development is located 
between the 500 and 800 
block of Columbia Ave. 
Herrera purchased the land 

last year with the intention of 
creating a development that 
has a large scenic view of the 
Yakima Valley. He has been 
a custom builder for over 
12 years building homes in 
Sunnyside, Zillah, Mabton, 
and Wenatchee.

■PATRICK SHELBY, ELIZABETH SUSTAITA

The breaking ground ceremony 
for a small business usually means 
building upon the site’s historic 
foundation to create a new venture, 
along with its charismatic identity.

The contemporary drive-thru 
coffee joint, ‘Dosage,’ 349 S. 6th St. 
shares a high-octane connection to 
Sunnyside’s past while driving its 
full-flavored brand forward.

“When we broke ground, we 
didn’t know there was actually a lot 

of cement that had to be taken out 
underground. So, we didn’t know if 
we were going to be able to build or 
not,” business owner Laura Pineda 
explained during an interview on 

Monday, Feb. 8.
Located at the downtown corner 

of Sixth St. and Decatur Ave., 

“I found the perfect location. 
Sunnyside is a fast�growing 

community. A very united community, 
there is a lot of diversity and potential 
to grow.

— Laura Pineda, owner of Dosage coffee stand

see DOSAGE COFFEE STAND, page A2

Amanda 
McKinney

Phase 2 Plan
According to Governor 

Jay Inslee’s Roadmap to 
Recovery plan in Phase 2, 
indoor social gatherings 
with five people or less 
outside of the household 
are permitted, as well as 
outdoor gatherings with a 
maximum of 15 people.

Phase 2 guidance also 
allows indoor services 
for restaurants, movie 
theaters, fitness and 

other entertainment and 
recreation activities at 25% 
capacity. Ceremonies and 
indoor receptions, wakes 
or similar gatherings are 
also permitted, following 
the appropriate venue 
requirements.

High school sports can 
officially commence a 
limited fall sports season 
adhering to restricted 
health guidelines. 


