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Assisted Living
906 North Ave. Sunnyside 

509-839-4663 • fax 509-839-6301
jlh@embarqmail.com • Follow us on Facebook

24 hour care • RN on staff  • Health tracking • Medication Assistance
Family style living • State licensed • State Certifi ed staff  • Private rooms

Nutritional, yummy meals • One-on-one care • Planned activities

Dependable, Home-like care at Just Like Home Resident Care

No concerns in an environment where 13 residents don’t get “lost in the crowd.”

Call us today and let us give you a tour of our Sunnyside location!

ROOM AVAILABLE

Final diploma 

ceremony on 

Clem Senn Field
■PATRICK SHELBY
Managing Editor

The ability to share one’s 
voice matched with the 
courage to stand alone, and not 
settling for less – important 
education attributes Sunnyside 
High School valedictorian 
Fabian Garcia said he wanted 
to highlight during his 
graduation speech on Friday 
evening at Clem Senn Field. 

“I think for me, just being 
a first generation student and 
the fact that my parents – not 
that they’re not able to help 
me – but they don’t know how 
to help me. So, I think it’s been 
very important for me to seek 
the help and resources that 
I needed in my high school 
career,” Garcia explained.

He will be attending the 
University of Washington in 
September with plans to study 
architecture or pursue a career 
in the pharmaceutical industry. 

Garcia encouraged those 
40 classmates, who were 
unable to meet the graduation 

requirements at this time, 
to take full advantage of the 
opportunity and complete 
the required schoolwork over 
the summer and obtain their 
diploma. 

“The diploma means so 
much moving forward. It’s only 
fair for themselves to continue 
doing what it takes to finish,” 
Garcia noted. “That’s what 
I like about Sunnyside, we 
celebrate everyone’s triumphs!”

The main gate to the field 
opened at 5:30 p.m. to a festive 
stream of family members and 
friends wearing mandatory 
protective face masks arrived 
on campus carrying bouquets 
of colorfully fragrant flowers 
and reflective foil balloons 
glimmering with praise of 
accomplishment.

“This year, one of the biggest 
lessons I have learned was to 
not take things for granted 
and to definitely like enjoy all 
the little things. Not to sweat 
the little things actually. I’ve 
grown a lot in high school in 
the way that I carry myself and 
the way I interact with others,” 
ASB President Olivia Puente 
described.    

PERSEVERANCE
Sunnyside’s Class of 2021 graduates

Patrick Shelby/Sunnyside Sun

CLASS OF 2021 — Sunnyside High School’s senior class graduated 393 strong on Friday, June 4. The Class of 2021 was awarded more than $2.6 
million in scholarship funds and provided more than 11,000 hours of community service.see GRADUATION, page A4

■DAVIDA ROBERTS
Special to the Sunnyside Sun

 Dianne Bigelow, Artz-Fox 
Elementary School second 
grade teacher, is retiring 
after 44 years of hands-on 
classroom instruction from 
the very same school she grew 
up in while discovering her 
inspiration to follow a similar 
career path like her first-grade 
mentor, Ruth Davies.

“It seemed like about first 
grade I was getting the itch 
and I don’t really know why,” 
Bigelow recalled. Its been way 
too long ago since first grade 
but Mrs. Davies motivated her 
to start thinking about it, she 
fondly laughed.

After graduating from 
Mabton High School in 
1972, she attended Eastern 
Washington University in 
Cheney and received her 
Bachelor of Art degree in 
Education with a major in 
Elementary English and minor 
in Reading in June 1976.

Bigelow began her teaching 
career in Mabton as a junior 
high substitute teacher in 
the fall of 1976. Later in 

the spring, she taught 45 
K-2 students as part of the 
Migrant Influx program. 
During her first few years of 
teaching, she continued her 
education through Central 
Washington University and 
gained an additional 90 
credits.

“When I was growing up, 
there was a big community 
feel because I was a First 
Princess of Mabton at one 
point,” she acknowledged. The 
experience of being involved 
in town activities at an early 

Dianne Bigelow, Mabton’s 
very own second grade 

teacher, to retire after 44 years

Dianne Bigelow

see TEACHER, page A3

Sunnyside Christian High 
School held their Class of 
2021 graduation ceremony 
as 250 family members and 
friends honored the eight 
seniors at Sunnyside Christian 
Reform Church on Friday, 
June 4. The co-valedictorians 
were Jenna Andringa and 
Sydney Banks.

“They were extremely 
accountable in the classroom 
and I would say for the most 
part, a fairly high motivational 
level to do well but because 
they were that type of group, 
they were pretty close knit. 
They did things together, 
which was important to 
them,” SCHS Principal Dean 
Wagenaar described. 

Each senior was bestowed 
a gold chord for their 
academic excellence in 
attaining an accumulative 
grade point average over 3.0. 
The scholastic achievement 
was a first in the school’s 
history, according to the 
proud principle who’s led 20 
commencements.

“Most of these kids I’ve 
talked to on a daily basis. 
And when you teach them in 
biblical classes, it’s really hard 
for them to get lost, there’s 
only eight,” Wagenaar fondly 

mused.
Jenna Andringa

In the next few months 
Jenna will work, invest time in 
the gym, and enjoy time here 
before she leaves for college.  
Next fall, Jenna intends to 
attend Dordt University 
to pursue a degree in Pre-
Veterinary Medicine and 
play basketball for the Lady 
Defenders.  The most favorite 
recollections for Jenna were 
participating in athletics each 
year and hanging out with 
friends.

Sydney Banks
This fall Sydney plans 

to attend Seattle Pacific 
University; however, before 
school begins, Sydney hopes 
to hang out with friends and 
family. Two vivid memories 
planted squarely in Sydney’s 
heart were:

One, participating in all 
sports and two, the senior 
Class Trip.

MacKenzie Evans
MacKenzie fondly recalled 

experiencing the times spent 
at retreat, pulling all-nighters 
and playing games until 4 a.m.  
She also valued the memories 
of Nate being dragged at a 
pep rally on a sleeping bag 
by Malachai when Malachai 

totally wiped out.
This summer, MacKenzie 

intends to join the swim team, 
participate in Miss Sunnyside 
parades, and spend time with 
friends; next year’s plan is to 
attend Heritage University 
and study Pre-Med.

Tyler Groeneweg
This summer Tyler will 

work and hang out with 
friends. In the fall, he will 
attend South Dakota State 
University in Brookings to 
pursue a degree in Animal 
Science. Tyler’s favorite 
recollections are winning 
the State Basketball 
Championship during his 
sophomore year and winning 
the Eastside State Baseball 
Championship this spring. 

Moises Jimenez
Over the course of this 

summer, Moises intends 
to work and have fun.  At 
the end of the summer, he 
would like to attend a trade 
school and train to become an 
electrician.

Two memories cherished 
are “hearing his alarm waking 
him up every morning to 
come to school and the fun 
experiences on the class trips.

Nathan Moore
Late this summer, the 

Lord willing, Nate will attend 
Dordt University in northwest 
Iowa. Before school starts, he 
will work for Mr. Sylling and 
hang out with friends.

After reflecting, Nate’s 
best memories are placing 
third in baseball and being a 
team member on the team 
that won the State Basketball 
Championship his sophomore 
year.

Miguel Tlatenchi
Miguel’s most cherished 

moments include: The time 
when the pep band played 
a song for his birthday and 
there was cake, and the 2021 
spring drama production.

In September Miguel will 
attend Central Washington 
University to pursue a 
Computer Science degree.  
However, before then, Miguel 
plans to work.

Alan Van Beek
Shortly after graduation, 

Alan, along with his family, 
will move to Michigan. This 
fall he will attend Calvin 
University. 

What does Alan cherish the 
most about the past years? All 
of his involvement in drama 
and study hall his junior year 
in the library with Nate and 
Mrs. Haak.

Sunnyside Christian High School honors


