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RAY CASTRO ESCOBAR
FOUNDER +  OWNER

CUSTOM WEDDING SIGNS • FAVORS • GIFT BASKETS
Instagram: @acastroescobarproject

Email: acastroescobarproject@gmail.com

We can help with Auto, Home, 
Life, RV’s, Small Business, 

Renters, General Contractors, 
Trucking Insurance, Bonds 

Notary Services and much more.

530 South 6th St. | Sunnyside
509-839-7922 | www.myselectins.comLeticia Sandoval, 

Insurance Specialist

www.shoponecoven.com

luxury handcraFted giFts  
For your special day

Custom Wedding Favors,  
bridal party giFts, and more!

Candles + goods made from a luxurious blend 
of coconut and apricot wax and toxin-free 

fragrance oils. Clean burning and all natural, 
baby, just the way we like it.

Jewelry is a key 
component of weddings. 
The financial resource 
CreditDonkey notes that, 
in the United States, the 
average amount spent on an 
engagement ring is $5,500, 
while Canadians spend an 
average of $3,500. Jewelry 
costs can add up, especially 
when adding in the cost of 
wedding bands, which can 
cost as much as $1,000. 
The cost of jewelry only 
underscores the importance 
of learning how to care for 
it and preserve its value.

The best way to maintain 
jewelry depends on the 
makeup of the rings. The 
online jewelry guide 
Jewelry Notes says gold 
rings without gemstones 

can be cleaned effectively 
with only soap and water. 
Simply prepare a solution of 
lukewarm water and mild 
dish soap in a small bowl. 
Soak the rings for 20 to 30 
minutes. Use a soft brush 
or cloth to clean the jewelry 
of dirt. Rinse the residue 
under clean water.

Rings with diamonds can 
be treated similarly with 
a mild soap-and-water 
solution. The Diamond 
Information Center also 
says to soak the diamond 
ring in equal parts cold 
water and ammonia for half 
an hour and let it air dry. 
Brand name jewelry cleaner 
also is another good option. 
This method only should 
be used with diamonds; 

ammonia can’t be used with 
other gemstones.

Maintaining jewelry also 
should include twice yearly 
visits to a jeweler who can 
check the prongs and make 
sure the setting is not loose; 
otherwise, the diamond 
can become dislodged, 
according to Martha 
Stewart Weddings.

Avoid touching diamonds 
and other gemstones as 
much as possible when 
putting rings on and taking 
them off. Precious stones 
often are magnets for dust, 
dirt and body oil, according 
to Taylor Lanore, diamond 
consultant and engagement 
ring designer for Lauren B. 
Fine Jewelry and Diamonds. 
Grab the ring by the band.

Use discretion when 
wearing rings while 
engaging in hands-on 
activities. Activities like 
cleaning dishes, moving 
furniture, gardening, or 
diving through waves 
at the beach warrant 
caution; otherwise, you 
risk damaging or making 
jewelry unnecessarily dirty. 
Store the ring in a safe 
location until you can safely 
wear it again.

One of the most 
important steps to 
safeguard wedding and 
engagement rings is to 
insure the jewelry. The 
description of the ring, its 
cut, carat weight, metal, 
and other information 
offered through a certified 

Dos and don’ts of caring for 
wedding and engagement rings

independent jewelry 
appraisal will be needed 
to insure the ring. Take 
a close-up photo of the 
jewelry as well. Other items 
like laser inscription or a 
home security system can 
qualify jewelry owners for 
discounts on insurance. 
Consumers also can 

add a jewelry rider to a 
homeowner’s or renter’s 
insurance policy. 

These are some ways 
to care for wedding 
jewelry. Always consult 
with a jeweler before 
attempting to clean items 
made of various materials.  
BR211566

Wedding planning is a 
unique experience unlike 
any endeavor most couples 
will ever encounter. Much 
effort goes into planning a 
wedding, and that includes 
building a budget that 
ensures the big day will be 
fun without breaking the 
bank.

Most couples planning 
a wedding have never tied 
the knot before, so it can 
be difficult to determine 
a reasonable amount 
to spend. It’s easy to go 
overboard when planning 
a wedding, and couples 
may find their list of wants 
and, consequently, their 
expenses, growing as 
they get into the weeds of 
wedding planning. Though 
it might require some 
difficult decisions, couples 
can keep these tips in mind 
so they can build a wedding 
budget that won’t land 
them in debt after saying, 
“I do.”

• Determine funding. The 
days when a bride’s parents 
would finance the wedding 
entirely on their own are 
largely a thing of the past. 

According to a recent 
WeddingWire Newlywed 
Report, parents now pay 
for 52 percent of wedding 
expenses. As couples begin 
establishing a wedding 
budget, it’s imperative 
that they first determine 
who, if anyone, will be 
helping them finance the 
big day. Fifty-two percent 
of wedding expenses is 
a significant amount of 
money, but in that scenario, 
couples will still need to 
come up with roughly 
half of the money needed 
to fund their weddings. 
Couples without substantial 
savings may be forced to 
cut back in order to avoid 
beginning their life as a 
married couple in debt.

• Make a list of potential 
expenses. Location will be 
a significant factor when 
determining potential 
expenses. For example, 
a 2022 ValuePenguin 
analysis of data from The 
Wedding Report found that 
the average wedding in 
Massachusetts cost roughly 
$30,500 in 2020, while 
couples tying the knot in 

Arkansas spent around 
$12,500 on their weddings. 
With such wild fluctuations, 
it’s important that couples 
get an accurate estimate of 
how much it may cost them 
to get married in a given 
city. Couples who met in a 
city and still live in a city 
but grew up in a suburb 
might save a considerable 
sum by getting married in 
their hometowns. Compare 
and contrast prices in 
locales you’re considering, 
and then build your budget 
accordingly. This can help 
you avoid sticker shock and 
going over budget. Notable 
expenses to budget include 
the venue, attire (i.e., 
wedding dress and tuxedo 
rental), hairstyle and 
makeup, entertainment, 
photography, and 
transportation, among 
others.

• Make a list of what’s 
most important. Most 
couples will have to 
compromise in order to 
avoid taking on debt to 
finance their weddings. An 
earnest discussion about 
what’s most important to 

each person can ensure you 
both get what you want. 
Each person can make a list 
of their priorities, ranking 
them from most important 
to least important. Once 
lists are shared, couples can 
see where their priorities 
converge and where they 
diverge. Any items that rank 
low on each person’s list of 
priorities can be afforded 
less funding, while those 
that are high on each list 
can take up more of the 
budget, if necessary.

• Commit to a limit 
before spending a dime. 
Committing to a limit before 
spending a dime can help 
couples keep wedding costs 
more manageable. Once 
that number is defined, 
couples can then work 
within its parameters, 
which can make potentially 
difficult decisions a little 
easier by narrowing options 
at a time when options can 
seem endless.

A well-planned budget 
can be just what couples 
need to begin married life 
on strong financial footing.  
BR231570

Build a wedding budget 
without breaking the bank

Brides- and grooms-
to-be select people who 
are near and dear to 
their hearts to be special 
parts of their momentous 
days. So the chance to 
participate in a friend’s or 
family member’s wedding 
is a great honor. 

A wedding party plays 
a key role in both the 
ceremony and reception. 
Participants do everything 
from helping couples 
make decisions to 
addressing invitations 
to providing emotional 
support. As so much is 
asked of the wedding 
party — particularly the 
maid/matron of honor 
and bridesmaids — it’s 
customary to bestow 
gifts on those people 
who devoted so much 
time and effort to the 
wedding. These potential 
bridesmaid gifts can 
serve as a thoughtful and 
unique to way to thank 
bridesmaids for all that 
they’ve done.

• Photo books: Gift the 
bridesmaids with photo 
books of carefully curated 
photographs taken 
throughout the wedding 
planning experience. 
Pepper the books with 
other photos, such as 
images of you with 
the bridesmaids at fun 
moments throughout your 
lives together. 

• Portrait wine or 
champagne glasses: 
Beverage glasses 
customized with the 
bridesmaids’ likenesses 
painted or printed onto 
them make for great gifts. 
Bridesmaids will enjoy 
sipping their favorite 
drinks in special glasses 
for years to come.

• Personalized phone 
cases: Who doesn’t rely 
on their mobile phones 
these days? Treat your 
bridesmaids to something 
special with colorful 
phone cases with their 
names embossed or 
printed on the outsides.

• Wellness or spa gift 
card: After all of the 
running around for the 
wedding, bridesmaids 
may need a little extra 
pampering. Gift cards to a 
local spa can fit the bill.

• Birthstone jewelry: 
Necklaces, rings or 
earrings become that 
much more special when 
they’re customized to 
the recipients. Purchase 
jewelry with your 
bridesmaids’ birthstones 
so they’ll be as unique as 
each woman.

• Friendship bracelets: 
Gift each bridesmaid 
with beaded friendship 
bracelets that features 
all of the ladies’ initials. 
Be sure to keep one for 
yourself, and you all can 
enjoy nights on the town 
showcasing your special 
bracelets.

• Monogrammed robes 
or purses: A customized 
pocketbook, robe or 
another item bridesmaids 
will use every day can 
make for an extra-special 
item that will serve as a 
daily reminder of how 
much you appreciate 
them.

Bridesmaid gifts are a 
great way for brides to 
thank their bridesmaids 
for all that they’ve done to 
make a couple’s wedding 
day special.  BR231578

Novel gifts for 
bridesmaids
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509-831-3180
@theloveofmama
@__theloveofmama__

Book your next event today!

   Founded by Audrie Perez of
Sunnyside, The Love of Mama
specializes in various options of
cakes, cupcakes, cookies and parfait
cups for all types of events.
   Audrie holds an Associate Degree 
in Baking + Pastry from the Art
Institute of Seattle, 2014.

436 South 6th Street •  SunnySide 
509-837-5413 • catalinas.cc

C o f f e e  +  C o C k t a i l S

reServationS available for private eventS!

Catalina’s Coffee + Cocktails  
is a Latina-owned specialty coffee + 
cocktail bar in Downtown Sunnyside. 
We aim to inspire connection over 

hand-crafted drinks, specialty coffee, 
and a selection of quality bites. 

Our space highlights local artists 
and unique merchandise while 

cultivating community through its 
food, drinks, and great company!

Winter hourS 

Mon.-Fri. 7:30 a.m. - 2 p.m. 
Sat. 8 a.m. - 2 p.m. 
Closed Sundays

Participating in a 
wedding party is an honor. 
Couples invite many people 
to their weddings, and the 
select few asked to be in 
the party are typically those 
individuals with whom the 
couples shares a strong and 
special bond.

The role of the wedding 
party is not merely 
symbolic. Though it’s up 
to the happy couple to 
determine how involved 
they want their wedding 
party to be, individuals 
asked to be in the party 
should know that their 
acceptance of these roles 
carries with it a certain 
level of responsibility. 

Maid of Honor
The maid of honor may 

bear the most responsibility 
of any wedding party 
member. Maids of honor 

typically help with the 
planning of the wedding, 
offering advice and 
opinions on everything 
from the bride’s gown to 
the bridesmaid dresses 
and anything else a couple 
might need help with. If 
the bride asks, the maid 
of honor may be asked to 
organize dress fittings and 
attend them as well. A maid 
of honor typically plays 
an active, and often the 
lead, role in planning the 
bachelorette party. Come 
the day of the wedding, 
the maid of honor helps 
the bride prepare and may 
organize the bridesmaids 
to ensure everyone stays on 
schedule. A maid of honor 
typically toasts the happy 
couple during the reception 
as well.

Best Man

Like the maid of honor, 
the best man has some 
extra responsibilities before 
the wedding and during the 
festivities. A best man may 
organize tux fittings, plan 
the bachelor party, help 
make arrangements if the 
groom requests help, and 
be asked to hold the rings 
on the day of the ceremony. 
A best man toast is common 
during the reception, and 
some grooms ask their best 
men to distribute tips to 
vendors at the end of the 
night.

Bridesmaids
Bridesmaids often help 

the maid of honor plan the 
bachelorette party, and 
they also help to organize 
the bridal shower if the 
bride chooses to have one. 
Bridesmaids can offer 
input on wedding planning, 

particularly if they’re 
already married, though 
that is not necessarily 
required. Bridesmaids 
also can help relieve stress 
on the bride by being as 
agreeable as possible when 
scheduling dress fittings.

Groomsmen
Groomsmen help to plan 

the bachelor party and 
may be asked to provide 
some support prior to the 
ceremony. For example, 
on the day of the wedding, 
groomsmen may be asked 
to show guests, particularly 
elderly friends and family 
of the couple, to their seats. 
Like their bridesmaid 
counterparts, groomsmen 
can be especially helpful 
by doing what’s asked of 
them without resistance. 
Arriving on time to tuxedo 
fittings and offering insight 

when they think it might 
help are some simple ways 
groomsmen can pitch in.

Flower Girl/Ring Bearer
Often reserved for 

children, the roles of flower 
girls and ring bearers 
only require some simple 
participation during the 
ceremony. Flower girls 
drop petals as they precede 
down the aisle ahead of 
the wedding party, while 
the ringer bearer carries 
the ring down the aisle. If 
these roles will be filled by 
especially young children, 
couples may choose to have 
them walk down the aisle 
together.

Parents of the couple
Parents of the bride 

and groom typically play 
supportive roles but may 
be asked to give speeches 
during the rehearsal dinner 

or the reception. The father 
of the bride typically walks 
her down the aisle, while 
the mother will likely spend 
the day of the ceremony 
at the bride’s side as they 
get ready. Parents of the 
groom do not have any 
traditional responsibilities, 
though the groom and his 
mother customarily share 
a mother/son dance during 
the reception.

Couples need not feel 
compelled to assign bridal 
party members these 
duties if they don’t feel 
comfortable doing so. 
However, sharing some 
of the responsibilities of 
wedding planning can 
help couples enjoy the 
process more and keep 
party members engaged.  
BR231588

Responsibilities of members of a wedding party

Ashley (Davis) and Henry Fairbairn of Sunnyside said 
their vows and tied the knot on June 4, 2022, at Prosser 

River Ranch, 251 S Wamba Rd. Ashley is daughter of Scott 
and Amy Davis of Sunnyside and is a 2015 Sunnyside High 
School graduate. She is currently a registered nurse. Henry 

is son of Chuck and Lisa Fairbairn of Sunnyside and is a 
licensed electrician. He graduated from Sunnyside High 

School in 2014. The wedding was officiated by Ryan Pike, 
with photography services by OB Cruz Photography.

ashley & henry
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TOLMAEI852BK

Jason Tolman
509-830-1164

On Call (509) 831-2808
tolmanelectric@yahoo.com

Estimator: Aaron Wilson
(509) 899-2692

 awilson.tolmanelectric@yahoo.com

Service Changes   
Troubleshooting   
Remodels   
Hop Kilns    
PLC Work
Wineries     
Lighting     
New Installation      
Thermal Imaging

TOLMAEI852BK

(509) 830-1164
Service Changes • Troubleshooting
Remodels • Hop Kins • PLC Work

Wineries • Lighting • New Installation
Thermal Imaging

On Call 509-831-2808
tolmanelectric@yahoo.com

7453 SunnySide Mabton Hwy.
Mabton, wa 98935 
509.894.4080

Wheeler’s 
Smoke-N-Gas

5 aM to 9 pM

801 E Edison Ave • Sunnyside
509-837-4555

www.yakimafed.com

Checking • Home Loans • Savings

Residential & Commercial HVAC/R Services

Call Today! We Service ALL makes & models

* Maintenance Programs
* 24/7 Emergency Service
* Home Installation
* HVAC Tune-ups & Inspections
* Gas & Electric Water Heater
* AC, Heatpumps & Gas Furnaces

Service 509-840-4282  •  Office 509-840-4285

Email: brrefrigeration2017@gmail.com 
P.O. Box 1025 Sunnyside WA 98944

Bi-rite
Lumber Company

400 Yakima Valley Hwy.,  
Sunnyside

837-2406  
or  

1-800-524-7483

"We supply materials for building  
a better community"

3940 Alexander Rd.

T&M Bos, Inc.

#BOSRE**964P5

• FREE 
Installation 
Estimates

• 24-Hour 
Service

• We Service All 
Brands

839-3466

Our Community 
Activity Pages 
are brought to 
you by these 
sponsors and 

your local 
newspaper.

TM

PrOviding 
inSurAnce 
& FinAnciAl 

ServiceS

Ben Sartin - Agent
1112 Yakima Valley Highway

509-837-3800

“like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there”®

Se Habla Español

Sunnyside
509-837-4962
Grandview
509-882-3386

www.funeralhomesmith.com

mith
Funeral Homes  
& Crematory

882-2149
143 Division ● Grandview, WA

Non-Electric
 Water Softeners  

& Drinking Water Systems

Sunny Smile Orthodontics

1725 E. Lincoln Ave • Sunnyside

509-837-7933
sunnysmileorthodontics.com

New Patients Welcome!

Dairy
Service

OrangeOrange
P.O. Box 522

Sunnyside, WA 98944

509-837-5078

500 E. Edison Ave. 
Sunnyside

www.DKBAIN.com
509-837-7007

DK BAIN 
REAL ESTATE, INC.

Joci and 
Kenny 
Nelson

Hector Gamboa - 840-3475
Gina Gamboa - 840-3479

See us for all your Real Estate needs.
We are always available. Give us a call.

1220 Yakima Valley Highway # C
Sunnyside, WA 98944

509-515-0190

Above the Grade Insurance Services, LLC
108 E. 2nd Street • Grandview 

millerj3@horacemann.com
509-882-4500 • 1-800-509-8820

WELDING and 
MACHINE WORK

104 West 5th Street
Grandview, WA 98930

882-3881

509-786-0048
409 Wine Country Road

Prosser, WA 99350

Weddings • Funerals • Birthdays
Anniversaries • All Occasions

Balloons

LaDon 
Linde
Board of  
Yakima County  
Commissioners 
District 3

LaDon.Linde@co.yakima.wa.us
128 N 2nd Street, Room 232

Yakima, WA 98901
509-574-1500

sunday-thursday 
11 a.m. to 10 p.m.

Friday & saturday 
11 a.m. to 11 p.m.

Happy Hour | 3 p.m. to 6 p.m.

410 yakima valley Hwy.

Visit local businesses & popup markets!

top 10 reasons to

l O c A l
S h O P

Local Character  
and Prosperity

In an increasingly blended world, 
communities that preserve their 
one- of- a- kind businesses and 
distinctive character have an 
economic advantage.

2 Community  
Well- Being

Locally owned businesses build 
strong communities by sustaining 
vibrant town centers, connecting 
neighbors in a web of economic 
and social relationships, and 
contributing to local causes.

3 Local  
Decision- Making   

Local ownership ensures that 
important decisions are made by 
people who live and work in the 
community and who will feel the 
impacts of those decisions.

4 Keeping Dollars  
in the Local Economy    

Compared to chain stores, locally 
owned businesses recycle a 
majority of their revenue back into 
the local economy, enriching the 
whole community.

8 Environmental  
Sustainability

Local stores help to sustain 
vibrant and solid town centers- 
which in turn are essential to 
reducing, automobile use, habitat 
loss, and air and  
water pollution.

9 Marketplace  
Competition   

A marketplace of many small 
businesses is the best way to 
ensure innovation and lower 
prices over the long- term.

10 Product   
Diversity  

A multitude of small businesses, 
each selecting products based 
on their own interests and the 
needs of their local customers, 
guarantees a much broader 
range of product choices.

5 Job  
and Wages

Locally owned businesses create 
more jobs locally and, in some 
sectors, provide better wages, 
benefits and working conditions 
than chains do.

6 Local  
Entrepreneurship 

Entrepreneurship fuels America’s 
economic innovation and 
prosperity, serving as a key 
means for families to transcend 
from low- wage positions and into 
the middle class.

7 Public Benefits  
and Costs   

Local stores in town centers 
require reduced infrastructure 
and make more efficient use  
of public services relative to big 
box stores and strip shopping 
malls.
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1000 E. Edison AvE. • sunnysidE WA 98944

Brittany Byma LMT 509-830-7326
Tami Graham LMT 509-305-1012

Jesenia Rodriguez LMT 509-439-4448
Tia Hill LMT 509-778-1825

Book todAy With thE ComplEtE WEllnEss tEAm!

trEAt your WEdding pArty  
to A rElAxing spA dAy!

Brittany Byma #MA60057840 • Tami Graham #MA60070706
Jesenia Rodriguez #MA61354969 • Tia Hill #MA60599060

Look and feel your best  
on your big day!

After a formal wedding 
ceremony, complete with 
processionals and “I 
dos,” comes the part of a 
wedding that enables the 
happy couple to brush 
off the last vestiges of 
jitters and celebrate. A 
wedding reception marks 
the culmination of months 
or even years of planning. 
Oftentimes a hundred 
guests or more gather 
to dine, dance and toast 
to the prosperity of the 
newlyweds.

Certain components of a 
reception will prove more 
memorable than others. 
Food is one such element. 
The other component that 
tends to make a lasting 
impression is the music, 
which means couples 
curating reception playlists 
should do so with care and 
consideration. 

Deejays and live bands 
can help couples choose 
music that fits the mood. But 
couples also can consider 
these tips when curating 

their reception playlists.
• Calculate your needs. 

Couples may wonder just 
how many songs they need 
for a standard reception. 
Unless you’re working 
with extra-long songs, like 
“Paradise by the Dashboard 
Light” or “Bohemian 
Rhapsody,” most songs are 
around three minutes long. 
That means for a four-hour 
reception you’ll need roughly 
80 songs. However, plan for 
moments such as speeches/
toasts and other breaks.

• Pair songs with key 
elements. Traditional 
weddings have certain 
mini-events within the 
receptions. Music enhances 
these moments. Jot down 
ideas for the following 
components:

- Bridal party entrance
- Couples’ entrance
- First dance (wedding 

song)
- Mother/son, father/

daughter dances
- Cake cutting song
- Garter/bouquet toss 

songs
- Spotlight dance
- Any other special 

element
• Select calm dinner 

music. After a day rushing 
around, most guests are 
looking forward to sitting 
down, conversing and, of 
course, eating. Cocktail 
hour and dinner music 
should be at a low volume 
and not too fast-paced. It 
certainly shouldn’t drown 
out conversation. Musician 
Peter Lee Johnson performs 
violin covers of popular 
Top 40 songs, and his 
music may be an option 
when choosing songs to 
accompany food service. 
Postmodern Jukebox is a 
group of musicians who 
take modern songs and give 
them a bygone flair. Their 
tunes also can be fitting.

• Tie the music to the 
theme. Weddings that follow 
a specific theme, such as 
a beach wedding, can be 
enhanced by music that 
coordinates to that theme. 

Think steel drum bands, 
Hawaiian stylings or even 
Beach Boys surfing songs.

• Be mindful of older 
guests. Some seniors may 
appreciate modern music, 
but they also may want to 
hear songs from the era 
when they were growing 
up. Pepper the song list 
with options across various 
decades to keep as many 
people on the dance floor as 
possible.

• Select a classic first 
dance song. Some couples 
opt to go trendy when 
selecting their wedding 
songs. However, certain 
songs have withstood the 
test of time. Such options 
include “Have I Told You 
Lately That I Love You,” 
“Here and Now,” “Stand by 
Me,” “Amazed,” or “Just the 
Way You Are.”

These tips can help any 
couples put together a 
wedding reception playlist 
that will help to create a 
memorable celebration.  
BR231586

How to curate your reception playlist

checklistWEDDING

www.sunnysidesun.com/announcements

FIND THE PERFECT DRESS

BUY THE WEDDING RINGS

ANNOUNCE OUR DATE IN THE SUN

Shania (Valencia) and Nicolas Rocha of Sunnyside were 
married on November 11, 2022, at Belma Square, 761 
Belma Rd. in Grandview. Shania is daughter of Brenda 

Vialon of Sunnyside and is a 2015 Sunnyside High School 
graduate. Nicolas is son of Marcelino and Silvia Rocha of 
Sunnyside and is an employee of the Sunnyside School 
District. He graduated from Sunnyside High School in 

2014. The wedding was officiated by Jasmin Casteneda. 
Briella Castillo of Sunnyside acted as flower girl, while Nico 
and Kane Rocha were ringbearers. A reception was held at 

Belma Square with music by DJ Longhorn.

shania & nicolas
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antana’s 
Bridal

Weddings & Quinceañeras 
Flower Girls Dresses 

Prom & Homecoming Dresses 
Mother Dresses • Tuxedo Rentals  

Artificial Flowers 
Fresh Flower Delivery  

For Any Occasion

401 E. Wine Country Rd. • Grandview  
CAll FoR AppoinTMEnTs • 509-882-4985

Mon.-Thu. 10am-8pm • Fri. 10am-sunset • sun. 11am - 6pm

26 Years serving the lower Yakima Valley

Planning a wedding 
requires making many 
different decisions. The 
choice of wedding attire 
is among the most crucial 
decisions that couples 
must make. Whether the 
wedding is traditional or 
customized to suit couples’ 
personalities, brides and 
grooms want to look their 
best when they say, “I do.”

Many brides-to-be spend 
a significant amount of 
time looking for their 
ideal wedding dresses. 
What defines the right 
gown depends on personal 
preference and is unique 
to the person doing the 
search. For example, a 
dress that sets a fairy tale 
scene for one bride may not 
necessarily align with the 
tastes of another. According 
to Bridal Atelier, the 
average bride-to-be tries on 
try three to seven dresses 
before finding the right one. 
The following tips can help 
those shopping for dresses 

find a look that makes their 
big day even more special.

Don’t get hung up on 
perfection

Many brides get caught 
up as they search for the 
one dress they consider 
perfect. No dress is likely 
to check every box. Getting 
hung up on a desire to find 
a dress that has it all may 
make it hard to see the 
beauty in other dresses. 
Remember, with the talents 
of an experienced tailor or 
seamstress, most dresses 
can be tweaked to suit your 
vision of the ideal gown.

Consider  
the season

Getting married during 
the hazy and humid days 
of summer is an entirely 
different experience than 
tying the knot during the 
heart of winter. The fabric 
of the wedding dress should 
complement the season, 
whether it’s lightweight 
and breezy for a warm day, 
or more substantial and 

cozy when darting to the 
ceremony in snowfall.

Flatter your figure
Chances are brides-to-

be know which cuts and 
styles are most flattering. 
Mimic those style choices 
in the wedding dress. If you 
want to take focus off of 
full hips, choose a basque 
or asymmetrical waistline. 
Gowns with substantial 
straps or higher necklines 
may be better if you have 
a larger chest. Sheath and 
mermaid style gowns are 
options if you are confident 
with your figure and want 
to show off your curves.

Try a bit of  
this and that

Don’t go into a wedding 
dress appointment with 
firm parameters. Although 
you may have a ball gown 
style in mind, after trying 
on other options something 
with a less voluminous 
silhouette may actually 
catch your eye. Many brides 
also automatically defer 

How to pick the perfect wedding dress

to strapless gowns, when 
various straps and sleeves 
can be very appealing.

Arrive with  
a firm budget

Weddings can be costly. 
It’s important to set a 
budget for the wedding 
dress just as you will with 

other expenses. There are 
plenty of dress designers 
across a wide spectrum of 
price points. A willingness 
to consider and ultimately 
purchase a less costly 
dress can help you stay on 
budget.

Browsing through 

magazines and looking 
online can provide wedding 
dress inspiration as well. 
Also, when in doubt, defer 
to the experts at bridal 
shops who have experience 
choosing dresses that 
brides are inclined to love.  
BR231571
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Few things document 
weddings more effectively 
than photographs. Carefully 
curated wedding albums 
and portraits hung on walls 
serve as daily reminders of 
a coupleÕs special day.

Photography is often 
left in the very qualified 
hands of professional 
photographers. However, 
couples can pitch in to 
make their photos really 
pop. These picture pointers 
from industry insiders can 
help couples put their best 
smile forward.

Leave ample time
A carefully orchestrated 

timeline can ensure photos 
are the best they can be. 
Why? Because a couple 
who is relaxed and not 
overwhelmed will notice 
that attitude translates 
to their photographs. 

When planning wedding 
timelines, couples should 
leave ample opportunities 
for getting dressed, chatting 
with the wedding party 
and going through various 
photography settings to 
grab great photos, advise 
the experts at Martha 
Stewart.

Put together a short list
The photographer will 

have his or her ideas of 
which shots to cover, but 
a couple with specific 
goals in mind should relay 
that information to their 
photographer. For example, 
if a grandparent is getting 
up in years, request some 
solo photos of that person 
so you can look back on 
happy times together. 
Certain couples want to 
be snapped posing with a 
beloved pet. Putting that on 

the list helps ensure it will 
happen.

Enlist a family photo 
coordinator

If the photographer does 
not have his or her own 
assistant, recruit someone 
who is assertive to help 
wrangle everyone for the 
family shots. Attempt to get 
family photos when family 
members are relaxed but 
not too far rumpled by 
dancing or having a good 
time.

Play your style safe
A wedding day is not a 

time for the bride or groom 
to try a dramatic new style, 
according to photographer 
Amanda Lamb. Resist the 
urge for a daring cut or 
color. ItÕs also likely not the 
place to try out new facial 
hair or heavy makeup. A 
couple unaccustomed to the 

way they look may be shy in 
front of the camera.

Delve into the details
Prepare wedding 

details, like gowns, shoes, 
accessories, etc., in advance 
to save time once the 
photographer arrives, 
suggests Desi Mendoza, 
a pro from Dez and Tam 
Photography. Invest in a 
beautiful hanger for the 
wedding gown as well, 
because you may want to 
photograph that on its own.

Learn to pose
Couples can practice 

posing in front of mirrors to 
get a feel for body positions 
that put them in their best 
light. A photographerÕs 
advice in regard to posture 
is invaluable as well. Create 
space between arms and 
the body and learn how to 
angle the body so you look 

your best. 
Photos will capture 

wedding day memories 
forever. Couples can put 
themselves in the best 

positions for success 
by following some 
photography guidelines.  
BR221587

Picture perfect wedding day photography tips

Karen Don

509-786-0048
409 Wine Country Road

Prosser, WA 99350

Weddings • Funerals
Birthdays • Anniversaries

All Occasions

Book your appointment today!
Cesy Rodriguez, Licensed Esthetician
509-830-4986
700 E. Edison Ave. | Sunnyside, WA 98944
Instagram: @_modernglow | Hablamos Español

Book your EmSculpt appointment today!
EmSculpt NEO is the world’s first 
and only technoogy that uses 
Radiofrequency and HIFEM+ 
(high intensity electromagnetic 
field) to eliminate fat and build 
muscle non-invasively!

Fat  
Breakdown

In less than 4 minutes the 
temperature in fat reaches 
levels that cause their 
permanent damage.

Muscle  
Warm-up

The muscle temperature 
raises by several degrees, 
similar to what a warm-up 
activity does before any 
workout.

Supramaximal 
Contraction

Muscles in the treated area 
are contracted at intensities 
that are not achievable 
during routine exercise.

After 
Treatment

The fat cells are slowly 
removed from the body 
and the strained muscle 
fibers initiate a growth 
process. This results in fat 
elimination and muscle 
building.

muscle toning and strengthening | post-birth strenthening
Brazilian Butt Lift & strengthen legs

Monelle and Carlos Chavez of Grandview tied the knot 
on May 28, 2022 at The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-
day Saints in Prosser with Bishop Thomas as wedding 

officiant. The bride is a graduate of Sunnyside High School, 
class of 2016 and is currently a stay-at-home mom. She is 

daughter of Fernando David and Andrea Gatica. The groom 
is a Sunnyside High School graduate, class of 2016 and is a 
mechanic. He is son of Rafael and Carmen Chavez. Jessica 

Candido of Sunnyside was maid of honor, and Carlos Valero 
of Sunnyside stood as best man. The couple’s wedding 
party included Rudy and Mina Mendez and Federico 
Chavez and Gigi Casio. Ringbearers were Jeremiah, 

Fernando, and Carlos Chavez. A reception was held at their 
family residence in Sunnyside.

monelle & carlos
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LuNch & DINNEr cAtErING 
BEEr • WINE • MArGArItAS

Feeding a hungry mob? Our catering 
can save the day. Imagine our delicious 

food served at your next event. We have 
the best Mexican food in the Valley, and 

service to match. try us and you’ll be 
convinced! Our recipes are authentic, time-

tested, and our ingredients are always 
fresh. Proudly serving quality Mexican 
food in the Yakima Valley since 1994.

To our customers,  

Thank you for enjoying our cuisine! 

We appreciate your business.

Authentic  
Mexican cuisine

take-Out Orders

Homemade Tortillas

catering  
(15 people and up)

happy hour  
3 to 5 p.m.

NEW LOcAtION!!

Kid Friendly  
Environment

Family Owned and 
Operated since 1994

Proudly serving  
the Sunnyside  

community

WE DO It ALL

Mexican Restaurant  
& Catering

509-839-2880
1600 Yakima Valley hwy 

Sunnyside, WA 98944

Somos Mucho Sabor!

checklistWEDDING
FIND THE PERFECT DRESS

CHOOSE THE THEME OF THE WEDDING

PREPARE WEDDING INVITATIONS

CHOOSE OUR WEDDING SONG

FIND A PHOTOGRAPHER

BUY THE WEDDING RINGS

CHOOSE THE WEDDING CAKE

ANNOUNCE OUR DATE IN THE SUN

www.sunnysidesun.com/announcements


