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Sullivan takes
two from visiting
Greencastle
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Today

• Greene-Sullivan Special

Education District, 9 a.m.

executive session followed by

regular meeting at 9:30, 77 A

St., N.E., Linton.

• Sullivan City Park

Board, 6 p.m., shelter house.

• Shelburn Park Board, 6

p.m., community building.

• Sullivan County

Commissioners, 7 p.m., com-

missioners' room, courthouse.

Tuesday

• Sullivan County

Community Hospital, 5:30

p.m., executive session in

large conference room fol-

lowed by regular meeting at

6:30, administrative board

room.

• Sullivan City

Redevelopment Commission,

5:45 p.m., Sullivan Civic

Center.

• Farmersburg Town

Council, 6 p.m., town hall.

• Shelburn

Redevelopment Commission,

6 p.m., interview prospective

tenants of Interurban building,

Interurban building, 9 W. Mill

St.

• Sullivan County

Commissioners and Sullivan

County Council, 7 p.m., joint

meeting, commissioners'

room, courthouse.

By ISAAC COMPTON
Times staff writer

The Northeast School Corp.
board of trustees, after making small
tours of their other campuses in the
county, settled back in their adminis-
trative offices in Shelburn for last
Monday’s meeting.

The board conducted some
more end-of-year business while
planning for the next upcoming
semester. North Central High School
principal Nancy Liston appeared
before the board to give an update on
activities and upcoming projects
from students and staff.

Liston’s reported to the board
that November and December had
been busy for the school, along with
food drives, the high school also
have had two hat and pajama days,
where students can pay a small fee to
break the dress code for a
day. The money will be given
to the family of victims of a
recent crash that claimed the
lives of a mother, Ashley
Hedden, and her daughter,
Grace Hedden, along CR
350W. First the money will
be sent to the Southwest
School Corp., where the
money will be presented to
the family by their board
members. Liston told the
board she planned to have
another pajama day soon.

Liston then talked about
their most recent junior high
and high school Beta convention,
and the formation of a FFA chapter
in the high school.

“Jamie Huff was going to come
tonight ... so she may be driving out
or flying out to the Carolinas some-
time this evening. She thinks she has
everything ready to send off, to start
a chapter for FFA,” Liston claimed
to the board. “She’s been working on
this a lot, and what she needs ... she
has to write a letter asking to begin a
chapter at North Central, she has to
send it to the FFA national people.
What she needs from you guys is
minutes that say you approved hav-
ing a FFA chapter at North Central.”
The board unanimously agreed to
this proposal.

In the scope of academics,
Liston claimed that North Central
had been recovering well, “F’s are
way down,” she said to the board,
“but the people that do have F’s,
have a lot of them,” referring to stu-
dents that may be struggling in mul-
tiple fields of study. The school does
offer free tutoring, “two nights a
week by teachers, and one by stu-
dents.”

Teachers tutor on Tuesdays and
Thursdays of every week, with qual-
ified students that offer help every
Wednesday. Liston said that the
attendance is low at the high school
level, and is usually only utilized
more among younger students, but
there are still regulars, noting,” we
have some students that come for
tutoring every single time."

After her report, the board start-
ed on their routine business. After
accepting the minutes of last
month's meeting, the board
approved paid and unpaid claims.
Superintendent Dr. Mark Baker then
read out the financial reports. The
education fund stands at around
$1.3 million, with the operations
fund standing at over $600,000. The
school lunch fund is perpetually los-
ing money, but has improved and is
only $250,000 in the red. All in all,

the total balance is
$3,591,556.42.

Baker also provided an
update to the corporation's
COVID statistics, noting that
if any of the campuses posi-
tivity rate went to 3% or
more, a mask mandate would
be reinstated. The mask man-
date was introduced when
over 300 students were quar-
antined this recent September.
In recent days, despite the
omicron variant, Northeast
has seen few students infected
or quarantined. Throughout
the entire corporation, only

four students have been quarantined,
and only due to them being in close
contact with someone who was pos-
itive,

“Every Friday, I send out a let-
ter to the staff, students and parents.
It comes out at 5:15 with the county
color and how many students and
staff are positive or close contacts in
each building,” Baker said.

The board approved staying
their current course, with the contin-
gency that their COVID policy
could be amended if circumstances
were to change. The board approved
this motion.

The board then went on to talks
of a Teacher Appreciation Grant.
The corporation received
$28,323.56 in grant money to hand
out to certified members of staff.
What is allocated depends on how
they were evaluated. Those with a
"highly effective" rating will be
granted a stipend of 25% more than
those with just a "effective" rating.
Highly effective staff will receive a
stipend of $469.45, while the effec-
tive will receive $375.55. The board
approved these stipends.

�PG8/ Deaths

• Carl Norman “Dick” South,

86, Sullivan

(formerly of Carlisle).

• Berl T. “Tom” Cox,

78, Daleville

(formerly of Sullivan).

• Ann Ehrheart, 75, Carlisle.

• Michael Timothy Huffington,

54, Farmersburg.
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The Sullivan High School Arrowettes are shown performing during a girls-boys varsity basketball doubleheader against Greencastle

on Friday.

NESC board receives NCHS update,
COVID reports, approves stipends

By DENNIS CLARK
news.sdt@gmail.com

Sullivan Mayor Clint Lamb
expressed his disappointment with
the READI fund amounts awarded
to their region during last Tuesday’s
Sullivan City Council meeting.

Earlier that day, the Wabash
River Regional Development
Authority was awarded $20 million,
which includes Clay, Knox, Parke,
Sullivan, Vermillion and Vigo coun-
ties.

“We were told 10 regions
would be getting $50 million
apiece,” Lamb said.

“For whatever reason, the
administration decided to give
everybody a little bit of everything
or a little bit of something. Which I
wholeheartedly disagree with. I
don’t believe in participation
awards. I believe in investing in
communities that pour their heart
and soul into their community 24
hours a day, seven days a week, that
have done everything they
needed to do, done every-
thing they were asked to do
and advised to do by state
agencies or economists or
whatever to be totally over-
looked.”

Lamb noted a lot of their
regional partners “came
together and worked tirelessly.

“The city of Sullivan alone had
$22 million worth of projects,” he
added. “And to see the region get
only awarded $20 million today was
kind of a punch in the gut, honestly.

“Ideology wise, we don’t like
this big spending from D.C,” the
mayor noted. “But when it comes,
it’s like a game show ... you get to
play hero and distribute those funds.
And we dictate where these funds
too. And I fundamentally kind of
totally disagree with that.”

Lamb stressed the city of
Sullivan, in the past, has been fortu-
nate from state government in a lot
of different ways.

“We think $20 million is a lot of
money, but you’ve got $100 million
plus of sewer problems,” he said.

“You can’t raise rates fast
enough to take care of them. It was
$20 million spread out in a six-
county region. It was disheartening.
But I guess the silver lining is it
proves my theory, you have to do it
yourself. Nobody is coming in to
save the city. Nobody is coming in
to make things better. It’s not magi-

cally just going to ... we’re not
going to wake up in the morning
and things are going to get better.”

“It motivates you to full guns in
2022. To continue to stay focused
on projects and know that we are
doing the right thing. Our popula-
tion numbers are showing it.

Lamb stated a lot of regions
were not ready for READI.

“And I don’t like it when you
award bad behavior. I don’t like it
when we award bullies that are in
political leadership, the name call-
ing. And we reward those people,
we cheer them on. We cheer on the
negative, we cheer on the bad, and
when something like this happens, it
just kind of sets a little deeper than
just not getting what we wanted to
get.

“It was my understanding the
READI money was supposed to be
for quality-of-life projects for popu-
lation retention. But yet the majori-
ty of the money, from my under-
standing went to areas with 71% of

the population already. The
areas that were already grow-
ing.

“And I can’t help that the
city’s population is up tick-
ing, but some of the surround-
ing areas aren’t. We’re kind
of, you want to work together
with regional partners, but at

the end of the day, you’re still fend-
ing for yourself.”

In other business:
• The mayor reported the “eyesore

property” on the northeast corner of
Section and Washington streets was
demolished last week. He said the
Sullivan City Redevelopment
Commission was in its eighth year trying
to obtain that property.

“It was nice to see that come
down,” Lamb said.

The site will be used as the layout
property for the trail extension that is
supposed to start in January, according
to the mayor.

• The council was informed every
street sign has been completed in the
city of Sullivan.

“I believe it is the only time in the
history of the city that every single inter-
section has a street name sign,” Lamb
said. “Every single one of them.”

• The mayor also noted a mayoral
proclamation was created to recognize
the late Jim Hartman with a day in his
honor.

“Not many people get that recogni-
tion,” he said.

• The council also discussed at
length an effort and ways to create
increases and salaries to both the cityʼs
police and fire department employees.
More on that story in a future edition of
the Times.

Mayor disappointed with READI
quality-of-life project funding awards

PURPLE CHRISTMAS

Dugger’s streak
snapped by
Riverton Parke
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Readers of the Day:
BILL & DIANA NORRIS,

Shelburn
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Lady Arrows
win road game
against Clay City

�Notice
In observance of

Christmas and New Year’s,

The Sullivan Daily Times will

have the following revised

office hours:

• Closed Dec. 24

• Reopen 9 a.m. Dec. 27

• Closed Dec. 31

• Reopen 9 a.m. Jan. 3
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