
Spring election

Two contested 
races this spring
City of Stoughton’s District 4 has no 

candidates running for open seat

KIMBERLY WETHAL

Staff reporter

Voters in the rural Stoughton area can 
expect to have a singular contested race on 
their ballots this spring – and in the city, 
while the mayoral post will also be contest-
ed, one aldermanic district won’t have any-
one running at all.

The only contested race this spring in the 
greater Stoughton area will feature a match-
up for the Dane County Board of Supervi-
sors’ District 37 seat between incumbent 
and Cambridge resident Kate McGinnity, 
who is running for her second term on the 
board against newcomer Steve Schulz, who 
lives in the Town of Medina about half-
way between Marshall and Deerfield. That 
district covers much of rural Stoughton, 
including some or all of the towns of Rut-
land, Dunkirk and Pleasant Springs, as it 
stretches up to the northern portion of the 
Town of Medina near the Village of Mar-
shall.

There will also be a race for City of 
Stoughton’s mayor between Tim Swadley, 
who is seeking his second four-year term, 
and newcomer and prolific community vol-
unteer Sharon Mason-Boersma. All other 
races in the greater Stoughton area, includ-
ing those in the city, the Stoughton Area 
Board of Education and the Town of Rut-
land, will be uncontested.

There will be no town board elections in 
either the towns of Dunn or Dunkirk this 
year. All seats in those two towns are elect-
ed in odd-years.

The spring election will be held on Tues-
day, April 5, 2022. A primary election in 

Ending homelessness one family at a time
HATS seeking landlord 

partners for new program

SCOTT DE LARUELLE

Staff reporter

Trying to end homelessness 
isn’t anything new, but a growing 
coalition of groups and people are 
increasing their efforts to do just 
that around Stoughton. 

The Housing Advocacy Team 
of Stoughton (HATS) signed a 
memorandum of understanding 
in November with the Stoughton 

Area Senior Center to provide 
case management services for area 
seniors experiencing homeless-
ness. HATS also works with the 
Stoughton Area Resource Team 
(START) to provide case manage-
ment for families. 

HATS is now looking to work 
with a few Stoughton area land-
lords to find safe and appropri-
ately-sized living space for Step 
Forward Program participants. 
Senior center and START staff will 
select participants, providing case 
management services to them and 
members of their household. 

HATS treasurer Mark Petersen 
told the Hub last month it’s part 
of the group’s recent “pivot” in 
its goal of ending homelessness 
within the Stoughton Area School 
District, something the group and 
its partners have been seeking for 
more than a decade. He said the 
group had been pursuing the pur-
chase of a four-unit apartment 
complex on Pine Street in early 
2020, when the COVID-19 pan-
demic hit. 

“We had the land and spon-
sors and were just about ready to 
build,” Petersen said. “Building 

costs skyrocketed, funding began 
to get limited, and we had two 
directors in two programs that 
were highly supportive in helping 
us change jobs.”

In the meantime, HATS mem-
bers traveled to Edgerson to see a 
local homelessness program, ECO,  
developed in Janesville, that they 
wanted to use a model of sorts for 
their Step Forward program.

“It would be the first Stough-
ton-based program of its kind for 
individuals and families to address 
homelessness challenges, either 
with families who are actually 

homeless or those at the risk of 
being homeless, with the goal of 
permanent housing and stability 
and sustainability,” he explained. 

The program has four parts, 
Petersen said, based around the 
premise that the best solution is to 
provide housing first, then build in 
support. 

“One is we want to help fam-
ilies or individuals achieve a 
goal of safe affordable perma-
nent housing,” he said. “Second 
is  helping the family maintain 
steady employment, job training, 
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Start the New Year with a New JOB!  Now hiring-Paid Training
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Inspection Service, Septic Pumping, Pipe 
& Tank Locating, Jet-Vac Service, Sewer Cleaning
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“Our family will take good care 
of your family.”

(608) 873-4590
www.gundersonfh.com                                              

East Madison/Monona • West Madison/Middleton • Mt. Horeb 
Stoughton • Black Earth • Oregon • Cross Plains • Fitchburg • Lodi

Family Owned, Family Operated, 
Celebrating 97 Years Of Service

Stoughton Trailers 
expanding, adding jobs
Company expanding chassis 

production to Texas this year

SCOTT DE LARUELLE

Staff reporter

Stoughton Trailers is growing. 
The company announced its plan this 

week for expanded intermodal chas-
sis production – the installation of a 
new production line last month at its 

Stoughton facility and the purchase of 
land in Waco, Texas for a new manufac-
turing facility. 

According to a Stoughton Trailers 
news release, once ramped up to full pro-
duction, the company expects to employ 
an additional 150 people in the Stough-
ton plant, assembling chassis and man-
ufacturing components to feed the other 
chassis production lines.  

Later this year, the company will begin 
manufacturing chassis products in Waco 
“to further expand chassis production 

capacity and tap into alternative labor 
markets.”  

“The new Waco location provides 
Stoughton Trailers with convenient 
access to  the many seaports, railyards 
and chassis customer locations in the 
southern tier of the United States,” read 
the release. 

The construction of the Waco facility, 
expected to employ around 125 people, 
is underway and the company anticipates 
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Stoughton Trailers has increased its production at its Stoughton facility and is expanding this year to Waco, Texas.
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