
‘Go big, go November’
District eyes early learning 

site, 2022 referendum vote

KIMBERLY WETHAL

Wisconsin Media Group

It’s looking like a Stoughton 
Area School District referen-
dum won’t be on your ballot next 
spring, but rather, in November 
2022.

In the meantime, the district 
will look into whether it should 
build a new facility that would 
house a grades 4K-1 early learn-
ing site to complement the cur-
rent elementary school structure, 
as it considers what the future 
of education in the district and 

around the state will look like.
During a Tuesday, Sept. 7, 

Stoughton Area Board of Edu-
cation learning session with dis-
trict superintendent Tim Onsag-
er, much of the board was in 
agreement that it wanted to wait 
until the fall 2022 election for a 
referendum, and they wanted to 
take the time between now and 
then to figure out what direc-
tion it wanted the district to go 
long-term so that the referendum 
reflected future needs.

A few of those items the 
board wanted to take into con-
sideration within the next year 
was the district’s “Portrait of a 

Merchants win second title in four years

JACK MILLER

Wisconsin Media Group

There were no decades of waiting this time. 
Stoughton won its second Home Talent Sunday 

League championship in four years as the Mer-
chants defeated Belleville, 8-4, in the finale of the 
round-robin championship series Sunday, Sept. 
12, at Norse Park. 

“We had 41 years between the first and sec-
ond (championships), 31 between the second and 
third,” Stoughton manager Dale Seffens said. “To 
get it two times in four years — and not having a 
season last year so it really is two times in three 
years — it’s a special deal. It’s hard to win this 
thing. You have to have everything go your way 
and it did.”

The Merchants last won the Sunday League title 

in 2017. Stoughton’s only other two titles have 
come in 1945 and 1986. 

“I wasn’t here for the start of the season but 
when I came back I felt like we were all clicking,” 
said Chris Lund, who homered in the victory. “It 
was the same as 2017, we were all clicking in the 
playoffs.” 

Stoughton outscored its three Final Four 
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Stories of the past
Stoughton Village Players, 

historical society team up

KIMBERLY WETHAL

Wisconsin Media Group

Taking a history lesson this 
September hasn’t been just for 
K-12 students.

The Stoughton Area Histori-
cal Society hosted its “Whispers 
at the Museum” event on Satur-
day, Sept. 11, at its museum at 
324 S. Page St, in partnership 
with Stoughton Village Players, 
which provided the actors for the 
event.

Attendees heard from the voic-
es of the past, including a World 

War II-age Stoughton woman 
who joined the workforce, Wis-
consin women’s suffragette Belle 
Case La Follette and a Norwe-
gian woman making her way in 
Dane County in the mid-1800s.

Two years ago in September, 
the historical society held its 
first “Whispers from the Grave” 
event, where actors told the sto-
ries of people who are buried at 
the Riverside Cemetery.

Photo by Jack Miller

Stoughton’s Erick Sperleon (31) hugs Andres Moreno after the Merchants won the Home Talent Sunday 
League championship Sunday, Sept. 12, at Norse Field. 

‘A special deal’‘A special deal’

Home Talent League

Stoughton Area School District

‘Whispers at the Museum’

Photo by Kimberly Wethal

A pioneer wife, played by Chris Erickson, tells tour attendees about 
the life she and her husband lived as they settled in different parts 
of southcentral Wisconsin in the 1800s during the Whispers at the 
Museum event, held on Saturday, Sept. 11, at the Stoughton Historical 
Museum.

On the web

See more photos online
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Defense 
performs 
admirably  
for Birds, 
Vikings 

Let us be your one-stop shop 
for fall decorations

Hours: Sat. & Sun. 9am-5pm • Mon.-Fri. 9am-6pm 
www.kopkesgreenhouse.com

1828 Sand Hill Rd, Oregon, WI 53575

Fall Season 
NOW OPEN!
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