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Let us be your one-stop shop 
for fall decorations

Hours: 9am-6pm Sunday through Saturday 
www.kopkesgreenhouse.com

1828 Sand Hill Rd, Oregon, WI 53575

Fall Season
NOW OPEN!
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Stoughton Fire Department

Grant funds 
sought for 
swiftwater 
training
Stoughton firefighters would join new 

county-wide rescue group

SCOTT DE LARUELLE

Staff reporter

With the possibility of more rescue calls on 
the sometimes fast-moving 
Yahara River, the Stoughton 
Fire Department is looking 
to team up for training and 
cost-sharing with other Dane 
County departments. 

At its Tuesday, Sept. 13 
meeting, the Stoughton City 
Council voted unanimous-

ly to authorize Stoughton Fire 
Department Chief Josh Ripp to pursue an 

Stoughton Police Department

Jenks 

hired as 

new chief
Long-time department veteran had 

been interim leader since June

A familiar face will continue to lead the 
Stoughton Police Department. 

Interim chief Dan Jenks 
ha s  go t t en  t he  pe rma-
nent position, city officials 
announced on Friday, Sept. 
16, following a round of 
interviews held the previous 
day with four finalists. 

According to an email 
from City of  Stoughton 

human resources/risk manage-
ment director A.J. Gillingham, a panel con-
sisting of Former Dane County Chief David 

City of Stoughton

Council approves millpond restoration grant
City will split cost with Wisconsin 

DNR on Yahara River project

SCOTT DE LARUELLE

Staff reporter

Stoughton has a bit more funding pow-
er for its long-planned riverfront redevel-
opment after the 

City Council approved a matching 
$225,000 grant to help restore the old 
millpond. 

The project is a riparian restoration 
project for the Stoughton Millpond area 
upstream of the Fourth Street Dam on the 

Yahara River, providing increased nav-
igability of the waterway, inclusion of a 
fish passage and additional public fishing 
access.

At its Tuesday, Sept. 13 meeting the 
Council authorized parks and recreation 
director Dan Glynn to apply for the Wis-
consin Department of Natural Resources 
Municipal Flood Control Grant, meant 
for river restoration, back in February. 
Council President Regina Hirsch credited 
Glynn for writing a successful applica-
tion for the grant, which is a 50-50 cost 
share with the city and the WDNR.

“It’s great we got this grant, and it will 
work in conjunction with the other grant 
we got for the water features,” she said. 

“When we draw down the water to put 
in the water features, this area will be 
capped, so none of that contamination 
will go downstream.” 

According to a Sept. 1 letter from 
Glynn to city officials, the funds would 
be used toward restoring the exposed 
areas in the millpond. Strand is current-
ly working on the design and engineer-
ing for the restoration, with construction 
scheduled for 2023 at a cost estimate of 
$450,000, of which the grant funding 
would cover half.

Contact reporter Scott De Laruelle @
sdelaruelle@orourkemediagroup.com
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Strike Up the Band
MARK NESBITT

Sports editor

The Stoughton High School Band 
played before and during the Vikings’ 
first home football game of the season 
against DeForest on Friday, Sept. 16, 
at Collins Field’s new turf field at the 
Anderson Sports Complex. 

The new Anderson Sports Complex is 
a $2.2 million project that was complet-
ed this fall. The new athletic complex 
includes an artificial turf field, seating for 
those with disabilities, a new press box, 
and home side concessions and bath-
rooms.

The renovations – which were made 
possible due to the financial support of 

Stoughton High School alumni Keith 
and Tammy Anderson, Stoughton Trail-
ers, and numerous Stoughton community 
businesses, families. 

The SHS Dance team also performed 
at halftime of the first home game. 

Stoughton lost to DeForest 41-0. For 
a full recap of the game and photos, see 
Page 7. 

Football

Photo by Mark Nesbitt

The Stoughton High School band kicks off the first football game held Friday night at the new Anderson Sports Complex.

Jenks


