
Dystopian future
Ever notice how messed up 
the future is in the movies? 

It’s all evil leaders and 
aliens, but never jetpacks 

or robots who take the 
kids to soccer practice.

MesseD-up Mentor
A mentor is experienced,  

shrewd and (hopefully) sober.  
District 12 is far from perfect, 

but, Haymitch Abernathy keeps  
it together long enough to  
prepare Peeta and Katniss  

for the arena.

squirrel-eating 
Movie shorthand for poor, 
country and resourceful is  

a big pot of steaming squirrel 
stew. Katniss’ experience 
shooting vermin proves to 
be the perfect experience 

needed to survive  
the arena. 

spunky heroine
Is she incapable of polite  
chit-chat? Is she cute but  

refuses to wax her eyebrows  
or get regular mani/pedis?  

Has she no use for boys who,  
in turn, find her irresistible?  

Then your star is a 
spunky heroine. 

love triangle
Her dad is dead, her mom  

is bats. But Katniss Everdeen 
has caught the eye of District 
12’s most eligible bachelors 

— Peeta, the baker’s son,  
and Gale, a hunky  

hunter. 

their pain,  
our pleasure

It’s a short leap from bare-
knuckle cage fighting and 

“The Real Housewives 
of Atlanta” to the 

Hunger Games, Panem’s 
favorite reality show. 

gaMe on 
The Hunger Games  

comes from a long tradition  
of movies named “game,” 
“games” or “gamers,” as 

in the classic “The Gamers: 
Dorkness Rising.”

tongue trauMa
Talk about adding insult  
to literal injury. Director  

Gary Ross cut from the final 
script a pivotal subplot 

about a slave whose 
tongue is cut out. Ouch.

‘Pretty in Pink’  
(1986) A pouty Molly 
Ringwald. A simpering 

Andrew McCarthy.  
A dweeby Jon Cryer. 
Sounds more like a 

loser triangle.

the ‘twilight’  
SerieS (2008-2012) A 
werewolf with killer abs 
or a sensitive vampire 

with deep-set eyes? How’s 
a mortal to choose? 

‘the truman Show’ 
(1998) Like the arena 
of the Hunger Games, 

“Truman” is fraught with 
perils manufactured to 
spike ratings and crush 

Jim Carrey’s spirit. 

‘BaraBBaS’ (1961) 
Having Christ’s blood on 
your hands can wear on 

a guy. Barabbas is spared 
crucifixion only to be 

thrown in the ring with 
a sadistic gladiator.

‘a.i.’ (2001)  
After he saw dead  

people but before he 
became a nobody, Haley 
Joel Osment played an 
android boy slated for 

death at a carnival-
like “Flesh Fair.”

‘PirateS of the 
CariBBean’ (2003)  

After he lost his 
tongue in a scrape with 
another pirate, Cotton 
trained his parrot to 
speak on his behalf.

‘midnight meat 
train’ (2008) An evil 
train engineer pulls out 

Cooper’s tongue but 
mercifully keeps his 

dreamy eyes and strong 
cheek bones intact.

‘idioCraCy’ (2006)  
All the smart people 

have died leaving 
behind a race of morons 

who name their kids 
Mountain Dew, Beef 
Supreme and Frito. 

‘Battle royale’  
(2000) In a time of 

rampant unemployment 
and rebellion, the govern-
ment picks a classroom of 
teenagers to fight to the 
death. Sound familiar?

‘death raCe 2000’ 
(1975) Dystopia and 

to-the-death combat are 
like Justin Bieber and 

Selena Gomez — destined 
to be together and a 
plague on humanity.

‘metroPoliS’  
(1927) Like Capitol citi-
zens blind to the suffer-

ing of District 12’s miners, 
the haves of “Metropolis” 
are blissfully unaware of 
the world of have-nots.

‘the PhiladelPhia 
Story’ (1940) We would 

rather choose between 
oxygen and water than 

suave Cary Grant and wise-
cracking Jimmy Stewart. 

Can’t we take both?

‘there’S Something 
aBout mary’ (1998) 

Matt Dillon, Ben Stiller and 
Chris Elliott compete for 

the love of Cameron Diaz.  
Add Brett “Fahvera”: 

love pentagon.
‘Pride and  

PrejudiCe’ (1940)  
Greer Garson takes  

no guff from Laurence 
Olivier in the first of  

many screen adaptations 
of Jane Austen’s  

classic. 
‘the PrinCeSS 

diarieS’ (2001) Social 
misfit-turned-princess 

learns to hold a tea cup 
and straighten her hair 
while maintaining her 

independent spirit.

‘reindeer  
gameS’ (2000) 

“Reindeer Games” is 
about neither reindeer 

nor games. Discuss.

‘gameS’ (1967)  
James Caan, star of 
“Rollerball,” plays 

a bored bourgeoisie 
art dealer who enjoys 
sadistic mind games.

‘rollerBall’ (1975) 
Imagine roller derby 

with fewer ironic names 
and more murder. That’s 

rollerball, a literal mash-up 
of war and celeb idolatry 

starring James Caan. 

Sort of, 
right?

‘winter’S Bone’  
(2010) Lawrence learned 
to skin squirrels to play 

Ree Dolly, who has a meth-
dealing dad. The film was 

shot in Missouri, which  
has squirrels and 

meth labs.  

‘to kill a 
moCkingiBird’  (1962)  

Rumor is Boo Radley 
likes his squirrel raw.

‘the devil wearS 
Prada’ (2006) Meryl 

Streep may be a bad 
wife and a cruel boss, 

but she knows her 
cerulean from her lapis. 

‘a league of  
their own’ (1992)  
A coach and a drunk, 

Jimmy Dugan (Tom Hanks) 
screams at and urinates in 
front of his players — but 

not simultaneously.

‘wall Street’  
(1987) Gordon Gekko 

shows Bud how to cheat, 
lie and steal — charming 

talents compared to 
what Haymitch teaches 
Katniss: to take down 

innocent teens.

‘Shrek the  
third’ (2007)  

Through tough love and 
timely belches, Shrek 

teaches Justin Timberlake 
to man up — not unlike 

JT’s first girlfriend, 
Britney Spears. 

‘little women’  
(1933) Jo (Katharine 

Hepburn) is a spitfire who 
embarks on a career in 
New York, as dangerous 

a destination as the 
Hunger Games arena. 

‘Beauty and the 
BeaSt’ (1991) Like all 

smart brunettes, Disney 
princess Belle would rather 

read a book than hook 
up with the town hunk. 

Though wildly imaginative, “The Hunger Games” covers some pretty well-traveled storytelling territory. • A sassy heroine caught between two handsome men? Katharine 
Hepburn did that in 1940 in “The Philadelphia Story.” • A dystopian future controlled by omnipotent government? More than 70 movies — from the 1927 Fritz Lang classic 
“Metropolis” to Japan’s version of “The Hunger Games,” the critically acclaimed “Battle Royale” — portray the future as a scary place devoid of freedom, food and (have 
you noticed?) fashion. • But don’t call “The Hunger Games” derivative. Director Gary Ross employs the archetypes, tropes and themes to create a new world that’s more 

than the sum of its parts. Here, we find the connections between “The Hunger Games” and its cinematic predecessors. By diane toroian keaggy / St. louiS PoSt-diSPatCh

in Movies, all roaDs leaD to ‘the hunger gaMes’


