August 2, 2021
Dear St. Louis County Council Members,

As physicians who have continued to show up for our patients and your constituents during the COVID-
19 pandemic, we are writing to convey our deep disappointment in the events that took place at the St.
Louis County Council meeting July 27th, 2021. We stand in full support of our colleague Dr. Faisal Khan
and are appalled at the disrespect that this council allowed.

The pandemic has been difficult for so many, but for health care workers and the public health experts
that are on the front lines constantly reevaluating the data and making the difficult decisions on how to
best keep our families, friends, and community safe, it has also become dangerous. Dr. Khan is an
EXPERT, and in sharing the gift of his knowledge and experience with you, he was verbally and physically
attacked, becoming yet another unfortunate pawn in what has become a political, not a public, health
fight.

We call on the St. Louis County Council members to deescalate rhetoric and move to protect and
support the Department of Public health leaders and staff. These tactics are not unique to St. Louis
county, but they can stop with you. Public health officials throughout the U.S. have faced threats and
harassment and many have left the field as a consequence (Public Health Officials Face Wave Of Threats,
Pressure Amid Coronavirus Response | Kaiser Health News (khn.org). The County Council and leadership
have the ability to reduce threats by condemning the actions of some on July 27, 2021.

The Council must take clear action to condemn what has already transpired and to prevent further
disintegration of the trusted space that both elected officials and health care providers have the honor
of sharing. We are grateful for Dr. Khan’s leadership and commitment and saddened by the reality that
engaging in scientific dialogue has made him a target. We implore you to investigate every threat of
violence and every racist or xenophobic slur our public health servants face in the tireless execution of
their jobs.

We appreciate your attention to this exceedingly important issue.

Sincerely,
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Kevin T. Bauerle MD, PhD
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Anthony Dao, MD Emily Freeman, DO
Natasha Fein Davis, MD Anu French, MD

Brian Day, MD, PhD Lisa de las Fuentes, MD, MS
Kevin deHaan, MD Steve Fuest, MD

Angeline DeiSanti, MD Dana Galbraith, MD

David Dempsher, MD Sumanth Gandra MD,MPH
Leanne DePalma, MD Mia Ganninger, MD
Amber Deptola, MD, FACP Caryn Garriga, MD

Nicole Deptula MD Sarah Garwood MD

Sid Devarakonda, MD Elvin H. Geng, MD, MPH
Rachel Dickerson, MD Ige A. George MD MS
Shelby Dickison, MD Alvin George, MD

John F. DiPersio, MD, PhD Rafif Ghadban, MD
Katherine Dittman, DO Chiara Ghetti, MD, MSc
Avi Dobrusin, MD Katie Gholson, MSW
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Patrick Kane, MD

Carol M Kao, MD

Aman Kataria, MD

Andrew M Kates, MD
Jennifer Kaufman, MD
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Jenna Michaels Putzel, MD, MPH
Nishath Quader, MD
Patricia Quinley, MD
Todd Rackohn, MD
Nandini Raghuraman MD MS
Farheen Raja, MD

Furgan Raja, MD
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Kristen Sanfilippo, MD, MPHS
Leena Sastry, MD

Jack El Sawda, MD

Kim E. Schamel, MD

Gillian Schivone MD, MS
Laura Schuettpelz, MD, PhD
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Thanh-Mai Vo, MD
Thanh Vo, MD

Alyssa Wait, MD

Corey Shy, MD Colleen M. Wallace, MD
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Daisy Zhou, MD

Amy Zhou, MD

Maria Zulfigar, MD



