
‭An Open Letter on Freedom of Speech at WUSTL‬
‭April 19, 2024 (Amended with new information on April 20 at 1:15PM)‬
‭Delivered to the administration on April 26, 2024, 12 PM.‬
‭Signatures or anonymous support are still welcome, see‬‭link to the form‬‭here and below.‬

‭A separate letter is being written by alumni. If you are an alum,‬‭please go here‬‭.‬

‭On behalf of concerned faculty, staff, and graduate students, we are writing to express our‬
‭deep concern at the university’s arbitrary and heavy-handed response to recent student protests‬
‭against Israel’s ongoing bombardment and starvation of Gaza.‬

‭The students were protesting because of their moral concerns about Israel’s U.S.-backed‬
‭large-scale killing of Palestinian women, men, and children, and Washington University’s‬
‭connection to these events in Gaza. Specifically, they point to the fact that Boeing, a partner of‬
‭the university, is implicated in the supply of weaponry for what many jurists and scholars have‬
‭described as a genocidal attack. The students were not violent. They did not destroy property.‬
‭They simply occupied space. It was disruptive, yes, but offered a great teaching moment for‬
‭WUSTL. The university’s immediate response, with no due process, was to summon WUPD and‬
‭suspend three students and bar them from campus, as if they were a threat.‬

‭We understand that the police removing the student protestors were armed, and at least one‬
‭student has reported feeling threatened when an officer placed a hand on his gun and looked‬
‭directly at them. This allegation should be immediately investigated by the University, for, if‬
‭true, it is not only an unconscionable way to treat members of our community but could have‬
‭resulted in the student’s injury or death. The use of armed guards against our students is an‬
‭unwarranted, and deeply disturbing escalation, and we hope this will not reoccur on future‬
‭occasions.‬

‭The students suspended have been banned from campus. They depend on university medical care‬
‭and food services. This is akin to solitary confinement – with absolutely no due process.‬
‭Representatives of the administration have arbitrarily threatened to increase the punishments,‬
‭including threats of expulsion. On what basis and through what process and procedure are such‬
‭harmful actions being taken?‬

‭Students who protest in university venues might reasonably expect some kind of‬
‭disciplinary response. However, the university has deployed double standards in addressing‬
‭errant student behavior in what appears to be a discriminatory manner.‬

‭Consider the events of a few weeks ago, when fraternity and sorority members ran‬
‭through a dining hall throwing eggs, spitting, jumping on tables, and allegedly using racial slurs‬
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‭in the presence of Black and Brown campus workers. Were these students immediately‬
‭suspended? No. Did the university send out an anguished email decrying racist speech and‬
‭insisting that our privileged students show respect for people who work here?‬
‭No. Did the university pledge to do everything it could to address anti-Black and anti-Brown‬
‭racism on campus? Not even close. But when students publicly express their deep moral‬
‭concern for the killing of innocent civilians on a scale not seen in years, the university deploys a‬
‭draconian response.‬

‭Even worse, the Chancellor’s latest email conflated the two events, suggesting that students‬
‭taking a principled stand on issues of moral concern are somehow similar to immature students‬
‭throwing eggs. While both actions indeed violated University rules, the relevant similarity ends‬
‭there.  Assigning equal moral weight and condemnation to a peaceful, conscientious protest and‬
‭an obnoxious, menacing food fight gravely undermines the administration’s credibility.‬

‭Threats to academic freedom are also growing at this University. A number of faculty members‬
‭have been summoned by administrators because of spurious charges that they are somehow‬
‭showing bias or antisemitism in the classroom for critiquing U.S. and Israeli policies. Statements‬
‭that Israel is an apartheid state, that it is committing genocide in Gaza, and that it is committing‬
‭numerous war crimes are well within the mainstream of public political discourse and are fully‬
‭protected by principles of academic freedom and by the university’s own professed commitment‬
‭to free speech values.  Those principles and values absolutely bar any reprisal or threat against‬
‭any member of our community for making such statements.‬

‭No matter where one stands on the ongoing violence against Gaza or whether Boeing is‬
‭a good associate for the university, one should be concerned that the attacks on freedom of‬
‭speech and academic freedom have increased significantly in our country and on this campus.‬
‭These attacks come despite public statements by Chancellor Martin in support of freedom of‬
‭speech. Paradoxically, the Chancellor’s statements invariably come with caveats, saying what‬
‭students and faculty can and cannot say. According to our own free speech experts, this is‬
‭absurd. Qualifying and bracketing which ideas are and are not acceptable undermines the very‬
‭assertion that the university supports free expression.‬

‭A‬‭petition is circulating‬‭to call for a reversal of‬‭the student protestors’ suspensions. We demand‬
‭due process rights for these students, and we demand that the university uphold its own professed‬
‭positions on free speech and academic freedom.‬

‭If you would like to add your name, or add your support anonymously, please fill out this‬
‭online-form‬‭.‬

‭On behalf of concerned faculty, staff, and graduate students,‬
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‭Michael Allen, Senior Lecturer in Architecture, Landscape Architecture, and Urban Design, Sam‬
‭Fox School of Design and Visual Arts‬

‭Jean Allman, Profesor Emerita, African and African-American Studies, Arts & Sciences‬
‭Theresa Anasti, Assistant Professor, Brown School of Social Work‬
‭Marlon Bailey, Professor, African and African American Studies, Women, Gender & Sexuality‬

‭Studies, Arts & Sciences‬
‭Heather Berg, Assistant Professor, Women, Gender and Sexuality Studies, Arts & Sciences‬
‭Eric Brown, Associate Professor, Philosophy, Arts & Sciences‬
‭J. Dillon Brown, Associate Professor, Dept of English, Arts & Sciences‬
‭Rachel Brown, Assistant Professor, Women, Gender & Sexuality Studies, Arts & Sciences‬
‭Lisa Bulawsky, Professor, Sam Fox School of Design & Visual Arts‬
‭Pannill Camp, Associate Professor, Dept of Performing Arts, Arts & Sciences‬
‭Shefali Chandra, Associate Professor, History & Women, Gender & Sexuality Studies, Arts and‬

‭Sciences‬
‭Liz Childs, Professor of Art History, Arts & Sciences‬
‭Yannick Coenders, Post-Doctoral Fellow, Incoming Assistant Professor, Sociology, Arts &‬

‭Sciences‬
‭Rebecca Copeland, Professor, East Asian Languages & Literatures, Arts & Sciences‬
‭David Cunningham, Professor and Chair, Sociology, Arts & Sciences‬
‭Chris Dingwall, Assistant Professor, College of Art, Sam Fox School of Design & Visual Arts‬
‭Lucas Drummond, Lecturer in Communication Design, Sam Fox School of Design & Visual‬

‭Arts‬
‭Eric Ellingsen, Assistant Professor, Landscape Architecture, Sam Fox School of Design‬
‭Chris Eng, Assistant Professor, Dept. of English, Arts & Sciences‬
‭Matt Erlin, Professor, Germanic Languages and Literatures, Arts & Sciences‬
‭René Esparza, Assistant Professor, Dept of Women, Gender & Sexuality Studies, Arts &‬

‭Sciences‬
‭Nadirah Farah Foley, Assistant Professor, Dept of Education, Arts & Sciences‬
‭Nathaniel Farrell, Lecturer, College Writing Program, Arts & Sciences‬
‭Renato Feres, Professor, Mathematics, Arts & Sciences‬
‭Andre Fischer, Assistant Professor, Germanic Languages & Lit., Arts & Sciences‬
‭Abby Flanagan, Lecturer, Sam Fox School of Design & Visual Arts‬
‭Andrea Friedman, Professor Emerita, Depts of History & Women, Gender & Sexuality Studies,‬

‭Arts & Sciences‬
‭Karma Frierson, Assistant Professor, African and African American Studies, Arts & Sciences‬
‭Eman Ghanayem, Postdoctoral Fellow, American Culture Studies, Arts & Sciences‬
‭Balraj Gill, Postdoctoral Fellow, American Culture Studies, Arts & Sciences‬
‭Bret Gustafson, Professor of Anthropology, Arts and Sciences‬
‭Clarissa Hayward, Professor, Political Science, Arts and Sciences‬
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‭Patty Heyda, Professor, Sam Fox School of Design & Visual Arts‬
‭Rachel Hurtado, Teaching Assistant, Brown School of Social Work‬
‭Christine Johnson, Associate Professor, History, Arts & Sciences‬
‭Mona Kareem, Assistant Professor, JIMES, Arts & Sciences‬
‭Tamsin Kimoto, Assistant Professor, Women, Gender & Sexuality Studies, Arts & Sciences‬
‭Esther Viola Kurtz, Assistant Professor, Music, Arts & Sciences‬
‭Ulug Kuzuo‬‭ğl‬‭u, Assistant Professor, History, Arts‬‭& Sciences‬
‭Seanna Leath, Assistant Professor, Psychological and Brain Sciences, Arts & Sciences‬
‭Diane Lewis, Associate Professor, Program in Film & Media Studies, Arts & Sciences‬
‭Greg Magarian, Thomas and Karole Green Professor of Law, School of Law‬
‭William J. Maxwell, Fannie Hurst Professor of American Literature, Dept of English & African‬

‭and African-American Studies, Arts & Sciences‬
‭Paige McGinley, Associate Professor, Performing Arts & American Culture Studies, Arts &‬

‭Sciences‬
‭Molly Metzger, Senior Lecturer, Brown School of Social Work‬
‭Angela Miller, Professor of Art History & Archaeology, Arts & Sciences‬
‭Mabel Moraña, William H. Gass Professor in Arts & Sciences, Arts & Sciences‬
‭Lacy Murphy, Visiting Lecturer, Art History & Archaeology, Arts & Sciences‬
‭Aaron Neiman, Lecturer, Anthropology, Arts & Sciences‬
‭Michael O’Bryan, Senior Lecturer, English, Arts & Sciences‬
‭Kyle Olson, Lecturer, Anthropology, Arts & Sciences‬
‭Anca Parvalescu, Professor of English, Arts & Sciences‬
‭Molly Pearson, Assistant Professor of Practice, Brown School of Social Work‬
‭Michelle Purdy, Associate Professor, Department of Education‬
‭Christina Ramos, Assistant Professor, Dept of History, Arts & Sciences‬
‭Nancy Reynolds, Associate Professor, Dept of History & JIMES, Arts & Sciences‬
‭Jessica Rosenfeld, Associate Professor of English, Arts & Sciences‬
‭Scott Ross, Lecturer, Dept of Anthropology, Arts & Sciences‬
‭Leila Sadat, James Carr Professor of International Law, School of Law‬
‭Ignacio M. Sánchez Prado, Jarvis Thurston and Mona van Duyn Professor of the Humanities,‬

‭Arts & Sciences‬
‭Kit Smemo, Lecturer, American Culture Studies & History, Arts & Sciences‬
‭Slava Solomatov, Professor, Department of Earth, Environmental & Planetary Sciences, Arts &‬

‭Sciences‬
‭Claudia Swan, Mark S. Weil Professor of Art History & Archeology, Arts & Sciences‬
‭Sami Tayeb, Lecturer, American Culture Studies, Arts & Sciences‬
‭Ila Sheren, Associate Professor, Art History & Archaeology, Arts & Sciences‬
‭Wolfram Schmidgen, Professor, English, Arts & Sciences‬
‭Karen Skinner, Academic Coordinator, American Culture Studies, Arts & Sciences‬
‭Anika Todd, Lecturer in Sculpture, Sam Fox School of Design and Visual Arts‬
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‭Akiko Tsuchiya, Professor of Spanish, Arts & Sciences‬
‭Julia A. Walker, Professor of English & Drama, Arts & Sciences‬
‭Lori Watt, Associate Professor, History and Global Studies, Arts & Sciences‬
‭Eliza Williamson, Lecturer, Latin American Studies, Arts & Sciences‬
‭Beth Windle, Lecturer, English and American Literature, Arts & Sciences‬
‭Kiara Wyndham-Douds, Assistant Professor, Sociology, Arts & Sciences‬
‭Carol Camp-Yeakey, Marshall S. Snow Professor of Arts & Sciences, Arts & Sciences‬
‭Hayrettin Yucesoy, Associate Professor, JIMES, Arts & Sciences‬

‭Professor of Law, Law School (name withheld)‬
‭Tenure-Track Assistant Professor, Arts and Sciences (name and last name not disclosed)‬
‭Tenure-Track Assistant Professor, Arts and Sciences (name and last name not disclosed)‬
‭Tenure-Track Assistant Professor, Arts and Sciences (name and last name not disclosed)‬
‭Tenure-Track Assistant Professor, Arts and Sciences (name and last name not disclosed)‬
‭Tenure-Track Assistant Professor, Arts and Sciences (name and last name not disclosed)‬
‭Lecturer in Arts and Sciences, (name and last name not disclosed)‬
‭Lecturer in Arts and Sciences, (name and last name not disclosed)‬
‭Tenure-Track Assistant Professor, Arts and Sciences (name and last name not disclosed)‬
‭Teaching Faculty Member, McKelvey School of Engineering (name withheld)‬
‭Tenure-Track Assistant Professor, Arts & Sciences‬
‭Anonymous, Professor, Arts & Sciences‬
‭Assistant Professor, Sam Fox School of Design and Visual Arts (name withheld)‬
‭Tenure-Track Assistant Professor, Arts & Sciences‬
‭Senior Lecturer, McKelvey School of Engineering (name withheld)‬
‭Lecturer and Curator, Arts & Sciences (name withheld)‬
‭Anonymous, Senior Lecturer, College Writing Program, Arts & Sciences‬

‭Staff‬
‭Benjamin Abts, Lab Prep Specialist, Biology, Arts & Sciences‬
‭Walter Schlect, Germanic Languages & Literatures, & Comparative Literature, University‬
‭Libraries‬
‭Elina Salminen, Assistant Director, Center for Teaching & Learning‬
‭Administrative Coordinator, Arts & Sciences (name withheld)‬
‭Meredith Lehman, Head of Museum Education, Mildred Lane Kemper Art Museum, WUSTL‬
‭Sarah Murphy, Senior Engagement Specialist,  Office of Institutional Equity, WUSTL‬
‭Sean Rafferty, Research Lab Supervisor, Radiology, WUSTL School of Medicine‬
‭AJ Robinson, Subject Librarian for Islamic Studies, South Asian Studies, WGSS & Jewish‬

‭Studies, University Libraries‬
‭Sarah Weeks, University Libraries‬
‭Anonymous, Staff, Arts & Sciences‬
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‭Susan Lowther, Undergraduate Coordinator, The Writing Center & Speaking Studio‬
‭Michael Schaefer, Subject Librarian for American Culture Studies, University Libraries‬
‭James Zerkel, Administrative Assistant, Office of Institutional Equity‬
‭Anonymous, Project Coordinator, Brown School of Social Work‬
‭Anonymous, Curator, University Libraries‬
‭Anonymous, Grants Analyst, OSRS, WUSTL‬
‭Anonymous, Library Worker, University Libraries‬
‭Anonymous, Librarian, University Libraries‬
‭Anonymous, Coordinator, Central Fiscal Unit, WUSTL‬
‭Anonymous, Staff, University Libraries‬
‭Anonymous Staff, Danforth Campus‬

‭Graduate Students‬
‭Titilope Akinwe, Graduate Student, DBBS‬
‭Caitlin Aladham, Law Student, Law School‬
‭Cinthia Romo Alba, Graduate Student, Sociology, Arts & Sciences‬
‭Valencia Alvarez, Graduate Student, Public Health, Brown School of Social Work‬
‭Victoria Anders, MSW Candidate, Brown School of Social Work‬
‭Ashley Antony, Graduate Student‬
‭Elijah Beal, MBA/MSW Candidate, Olin School of Business‬
‭Marc Blanc, Phd Candidate, Department of English and American Literature, Arts & Sciences‬
‭Kyria Brown, Social Work Doctoral Student, Brown School of Social Work‬
‭Jane Burnham, Graduate Student, Brown School of Social Work‬
‭Addison B. Conn, Graduate Student, English & American Literature, Arts & Sciences‬
‭Paige DeVos, PhD Candidate, Anthropology, Arts & Sciences‬
‭Lucia Diaz, PhD Candidate, Anthropology, Arts & Sciences‬
‭Nicholas Dolan, Graduate Student, Department of English and American Literature, Arts &‬

‭Sciences‬
‭Charlotte Fressilli, PhD Candidate, English, Arts & Sciences‬
‭Zoe Geyman, PhD Candidate, Anthropology, Arts & Sciences‬
‭Mad Green, Graduate Student, Sam Fox School of Design & Visual Arts‬
‭Fernando Gutiérrez, Graduate Student, Creative Writing, Arts & Sciences‬
‭Richard Harrod, PhD Candidate, History, Arts & Sciences‬
‭Sophia Hatzikos, MFA-VA, Sam Fox School of Design & Visual Arts‬
‭Josh Holst, Law Student, School of Law‬
‭Bridget Kelly, Graduate Student, Arts & Sciences‬
‭Safa Khatib, PhD Candidate, Comparative Literature, Arts & Sciences‬
‭Naomi Kim, Graduate Student, English, Arts & Sciences‬
‭Han Koehle, PhD Student, Sociology, Arts & Sciences‬
‭Carolyn Liu, PhD Candidate, English, Arts & Sciences‬
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‭Christian Maddox, Graduate Student, Sociology, Arts & Sciences‬
‭Luisa Madrigal Marroquín, PhD Candidate, Anthropology, Arts & Sciences‬
‭Manimanjari, Graduate Student, Sam Fox School‬
‭Asha Marie Larson-Baldwin, Graduate Student, Sociology, Arts and Sciences‬
‭John Naughton, PhD Cancidate, Mathematics, Arts & Sciences‬
‭Annika Nilsson, PhD Candidate, Dept of Anthropology, Arts and Sciences‬
‭Samantha Pounders, Graduate Student, Sam Fox School of Design & Visual Arts‬
‭Zoe Richters, Graduate Student, East Asian Languages and Cultures, Arts & Sciences‬
‭Rebecca Rio, Nursing Student, Goldfarb School of Nursing‬
‭Holly Rosewood, PhD Student, Dept. of History, Arts & Sciences‬
‭Armin Sauermann, PhD Student, Sociology, Arts & Sciences‬
‭Molly Schneider, Graduate Student, Arts and Sciences‬
‭Stephanie Shady, Lecturer, Political Science, Arts & Sciences‬
‭Lindsey Simon, MSW Candidate, Brown School of Social Work‬
‭Daniela Tuda, Doctoral Student, Brown School of Social Work‬
‭Phil, “I am not free until all of us are free,” Black Queer Feminist Doctoral Student, Arts &‬

‭Sciences‬
‭Maria Vertkin, Graduate Student, Arts & Sciences‬
‭Ran Wei, PhD Candidate, East Asian Languages & Cultures‬
‭Harrison “Hobie” Wynkoop, Graduate Student, Jewish, Islamic and Middle Eastern Studies, Arts‬

‭& Sciences‬
‭Robyn Yzelman, Graduate Student, Dept of Anthropology, Arts & Sciences‬
‭Graduate Student, Arts & Sciences‬
‭Graduate Student, Dept. of English, Arts and Sciences‬
‭Graduate Student, Romance Languages, Arts & Sciences‬
‭MFA Candidate in Creative Writing, Dept. of English, Arts and Sciences‬
‭PhD Student, Energy, Environmental & Chemical Engineering, McKelvey School of‬

‭Engineering‬
‭“An Angry Frustrated Law Student,” School of Law‬
‭Graduate Student, Master of Fine Arts & Visual Art, Sam Fox School of Design & Visual Arts‬
‭Graduate Student, Master of Fine Arts & Visual Art, Sam Fox School of Design & Visual Arts‬
‭PhD Candidate, Dept of English, Arts & Sciences‬
‭Anonymous Law Student, School of Law‬
‭Anonymous, JD Candidate, School of Law‬
‭Graduate Student, Arts & Sciences‬
‭Graduate Student, Arts & Sciences‬
‭Anonymous, Graduate Student, Division of Biology and Biomedical Sciences‬
‭Anonymous, PhD Student, English, Arts & Sciences‬
‭Anonymous, Doctoral Candidate, English, Arts & Sciences‬
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‭If you would like to add your name, or add your support anonymously, please fill out this‬
‭online-form‬‭.‬

‭If you are an alum, please sign‬‭this letter‬‭instead!‬
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