Sports: Eastern View’s Srisch, McCoy compete in regional singles tournament, B1
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Town approves $46.6 million budget for FY20
BY ALLISON BROPHY CHAMPION
CULPEPER STAR-EXPONENT

Culpeper Town Council
last week una nimously
approved a $46.6 million
budget for Fiscal Year 20,
beginning July 1, an increase from $44.5 million
in the current fiscal year.

Of the total budget, $25.3
million is for town utilities
and the rest for the General Fund, which includes
Town Hall, Town Police,
Public Works, IT, Town Attorney, HR and Tourism.
The FY20 General Fund
Budget is $474,059 higher
than last year, an increase

of 2.7 percent.
Highlights of the general fund include a slight
decrease in the real estate
ta x rate—from 10 cents
per every $100 of assessed
valuation to .91 cents—as
well as a 3 percent increase
i n t he water a nd sewer
rates and a 1 percent hike

to town power rates.
Town Council also voted
to implement a decrease
in the annual fee paid to
the town by food trucks—
from $400 to $200—and
did away with the fee local restaurants had to pay
the town for selling booze
as part of the Business,

Professional and Occupational or BPOL tax that has
long been unpopular.
A lso increasing July 1
will be the fee the town
charges for a water meter
f rom t he sma llest—5/8
inch from $281 to $525—
to the largest, four-inch
from $1,914 to $4,345. The
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delinquent fee for unpaid
utility bills will go up from
$15 to $ 25 a nd t he service notice to disconnect
utilities for nonpayment
from $25 to $50. The afterhours reconnect utility fee
will increase from $50 to
$100 and extending town
See BUDGET, Page A4

Motions
to dismiss
under
advisement
287(g) ACLU suit
against Culpeper
sheriff mulled by judge
BY ALLISON BROPHY CHAMPION
CULPEPER STAR-EXPONENT

CLARK B. HALL COLLECTION

Wheatland, known in postwar years as the McDevitt home, is where Walt Whitman spent the winter of 1863-64. The farm was a half mile
from the location of Germanna Community College’s Daniel Technology Center. This is the only known image of the site, in March 1864.

Walt Whitman came
to area changed by war
BY CLINT SCHEMMER
CULPEPER STAR-EXPONENT

What a combo: Walt Whitman and Jimmy Stewart!
That’s on offer Thursday
evening, free, at the Library
of Congress’ Packard Campus on Culpeper County’s
historic Pony Mountain.
The library’s National Aud io-V i sua l Con ser v at ion
Center will screen “Shenandoah,” a 1965 Universal Pictures film with humanitarian and antiwar themes that
resonated with Americans

who, at home ever y night,
watched TV news footage of
U.S. troops during the Vietnam War.
The Jimmy Stewart classic w ill complement brief
remarks beforehand by Virginia historian Clark B. Hall
on poet and journalist Walt
W hitman’s experiences in
Culpeper County during the
Civil War.
This spring and beyond,
LIBRARY OF CONGRESS
the Library of Congress and Walt Whitman is seen in 1855,
other institutions are cel- when the first edition of his
ebrating the 200th anniver- ‘Leaves of Grass’ was published.

sary of Whitman’s birth on
a farm in Long Island, N.Y.
May is also the anniversary
of publication of his groundbrea k i ng 1855 “L eaves of
Grass,” one of his best-known
works.
But it wasn’t literature that
brought Whitman, 44 at the
t ime, to Virg inia; it was a
family emergency. Northern
new spapers repor ted h is
brother George among the
casua lties of t he Batt le of
Fredericksburg in mid-DeSee WHITMAN, Page A4

Motions to dismiss a civil lawsuit challenging the legality of the
Culpeper sheriff’s agreement with
U.S. Immigration & Customs Enforcement to enforce federal immigration laws in the jail are now
under consideration by a retired
judge. In addition, the U.S. Justice
Department has notified the court
of its interest in the action in defense of the sheriff.
The American Civil Liberties
Union of Virginia filed the suit in
November in Culpeper County
Ci rc u it Cou r t aga i n st Sher i f f
Scott Jenkins and the Culpeper
County Board of Supervisors over
last year’s implementation of the
287(g) program in the local jail.
The ICE program allows jail deputies processing inmates to screen
them for documentation status
and issue 48-hour detainers, during which time ICE can chose to
ta ke indiv idua ls into custody.
Only one other entity in Virginia—
the Prince William County Jail Authority—has the program in place.
In its suit, the ACLU argued neither state law nor the Virginia Constitution allows sheriffs or sheriff’s
deputies to enforce federal immigration law. The suit also claims
the program is being funded with
See 287G, Page A4

INSIDE

Walk, dance raises funds to research MS
BY EMILY JENNINGS
CULPEPER STAR-EXPONENT

Nearly 100 people showed up
early Saturday morning at Culpeper Baptist Church to burn a
few calories for a good cause.
E ach pa r t ic ipa nt i n Cu lpeper’s Walk for MS was encouraged to raise $100 or more
for research toward a cure for
multiple sclerosis—a chronic,

often progressive disease that
damages nerve cells in the brain
and spinal cord. Symptoms may
include numbness, impairment
of speech and of muscular coordination, blurred vision, and
severe fatigue.
“MS in our society is a silent
disease,” said Janet Driggers,
who has been fundraising for
t he V i rg i n ia/West V i rg i n ia

REBRANDING

chapter of the National Multiple
Sclerosis Society for nearly 20
years. Her husband, John Driggers, was diagnosed with MS
in 2000. “You could be sitting
across the table from someone
who has MS and never know it.”
She said just last week she
CONTRIBUTED
spoke at the Culpeper Library Jennifer and Lisa Driggers pose
to senior cit i zens about t he with their father, John, who has MS,
See FUNDRAISER, Page A6 at a fundraiser for the disease.
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Culpeper Vol. Fire Dept. Annual Carnival • May 22–May 25!
Schedule of events . . .
Wednesday, May 22.....6 p.m.–until (ride all you can for $10)
Thursday, May 23.........Parade on Main Street: 6:30 p.m.
Friday, May 24..............Festival opens 6 p.m.
Saturday, May 25........Afternoon Matinee • 1–5 p.m.
Saturday Evening.......Opens 6 p.m.–Midnight / Prizes given away!
Saturday Afternoon Matinee (ride all you can for $10)
Thursday, Friday & Saturday Night (ride all you can for $15)
CULPEPER AGRICULTURAL ENTERPRISE GROUNDS
This ad is paid for compliments of Brown Harris Wealth Management

Located 2 miles south of town on Route 29 south • Midway by Valley Amusements
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