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Markers to note Virginia’s Mellon family
July 4 dedication
in Fauquier will
feature dignitaries
On Independence Day,
dignitaries will gather in
Fauquier County to dedicate three new state historical markers detailing the
philanthropic efforts of
Virginia’s Paul Mellon, his
first wife, Mary Elizabeth
Conover Mellon, and his
second wife, Rachel “Bunny” Lambert Mellon.

Paul Mellon, of Fauquier,
collected art, supported
the National Gallery of Art
and the Virginia Museum
of Fine Arts, and bred and
raised racehorses at stables
he established in the 1940s
in The Plains. He died in
1999 at 91.
In 2003, a $20 million
bequest from his estate enabled historians and preservationists to faithfully restore Montpelier in Orange
County to its 1820s appearance, during the time when
Dolley and James Madison,

fourth president and father
of the Constitution, lived
there.
Paul Mellon was heir to
the fortune of his father,
banker and industrialist
Andrew W. Mellon. In 1937,
Andrew W. Mellon founded
the National Gallery of Art
on the National Ma ll in
Washington, D.C. Andrew
Mellon died three weeks
after construction of the
gallery, his gift to the nation, had begun.
Andrew’s second son,
Paul, carried his father’s

plan for the museum to
completion, and continued
to guide the National Gallery for more than 60 years.
He bu i lt its col lect ions
during the gallery’s first
decades and later inspired
and developed its modernist East Building, designed
by architect I.M. Pei.
Paul’s second wife, Bunny Mellon, a horticultura list, gardener, philanthropist and art collector,
designed and planted a
number of significant gardens, including the White

House Rose Garden, which
she did at President John
F. Kennedy’s request. She
also assembled one of the
world’s largest collections
of rare horticultural books,
now preserved by the Oak
Spr i ng Ga rden L ibra r y
Foundation. She died in
2014 at 103.
The Virg i n ia Depa r tment of Historic Resources
w i l l issue ma rkers t hat
recall the good works of
the Mellon family. They are
“Paul Mellon (1907-1999),”
See MELLONS, Page A4

GROWING SOMETHING GOOD FROM GRIEF

NATIONAL GALLERY OF ART

Fauquier County resident
Paul Mellon shepherded
the National Gallery of Art
through its formative years.

New laws
to affect
happy hour,
smoking
Hundreds of new Va.
laws went into effect
on Monday
BY ALAN SUDERMAN
ASSOCIATED PRESS
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Olivia Werner holds a goat at the petting zoo at Lakota Ranch during Saturday’s summer fundraiser for the Laila Rose Foundation. The event
raises money to help the families of children with medical needs across the country—more than $256,000 has been raised over 13 years.

Annual fun marks loss
while helping children
BY VINCENT VALA
FOR THE CULPEPER STAR-EXPONENT

After Patty Engh of Lakota
Ranch in Culpeper County
lost her granddaughter and
daughter-in-law to an automobile accident 13 years ago, she
decided to take the grief her
family was experiencing and
use it to try to effect some positive change.
So the family came together
to create the Laila Rose Foundation, a charity which raises
and donates money to help
children with medical needs
across the country.
Named for her late 4-year-

old granddaughter, Engh said
the charity to date has raised
more than $256,000 and provided grants to 75 families in 20
different states.
On Saturday, the Engh family hosted its eleventh annual
Laila Rose Foundation fundraiser at Lakota Ranch, the
Engh family’s 762-acre farm
located along the western bank
of the Rappahannock River off
Clover Hill Road in northwestern Culpeper County.
The farm is now managed
by Jeremy Engh, Laila’s father,
with help from his second wife,
See LAKOTA, Page A6

R IC H MON D, Va . ( A P ) —
Thousands of Virginians are
now able to get their driver’s
l icenses back, ba rs a re able
to promote their happy hour
specials, and big-dollar lottery
winners can keep their identities secret under a host of new
laws that went into effect on
July 1.
One of the biggest items that
passed during the legislative
session earlier this year was
a measure that ends the suspension of driver’s licenses of
people with unpaid court debt.
The Department of Motor Vehicles said it sent 500,000 letters
to Virginia residents with suspended licenses advising them
how to get their licenses back
starting July 1.
Br ia n na Morga n, a si ng le
mother from Petersburg, Virginia, who went years without a
driver’s license and was only recently able to get hers restored
said thousands of Virginians
w i l l now be able to do basic
t hings many people ta ke for
granted, like driving to the grocery store or to work.
“It’s going to be wonderful for
all the people that were affected
by it,” she said.
Here’s a look at some other
notable new laws:

Happy hour:
Re st au r a nt s a nd ba r s a re
See LAWS, Page A5

INSIDE
Members of the Engh family pose during Saturday’s summer fundraiser for the Laila Rose Foundation at Lakota Ranch. From left are
Ty Foster, Katelyn Foster, Tim and Laurel Johns and their baby, Dylan,
Patty and Jerry Engh, Jeremy and Jill Engh, Jax Engh and Jared Engh.

Local NAACP event a success
even without Redskins’ Stroman
BY DEVIN PAYNE
CULPEPER STAR-EXPONENT

The Culpeper branch of
the NAACP hosted its 2019
Youth Summer Jam and
Friends and Family Day
VINCENT VALA FOR STAR-EXPONENT in Yowell Meadow Park on
Deputy Melvin White (right) of the Culpeper County Sher- Saturday.
Members a nd g uest s
iff’s Office sings the National Anthem to begin Saturday
afternoon’s Friends and Family Day in Yowell Meadow Park. gathered for an afternoon

of food, music, games and
fel low sh ip a nd, a s one
spea ker put it, “to joi n
hands in our future.” The
Culpeper branch signed
up new members and conducted voter registration,
while Sheriff’s Office representatives made identification cards for the young-

sters in attendance.
The event has become
an annual tradition for the
Culpeper NA ACP, which
also represents Madison
and Rappahannock Counties.
“It’s a great event,” said
Sandra Reaves-Yates, the
See NAACP, Page A3

FONES CLIFF
» A section of the cliffs have been
added to the Rappahannock River
Valley National Wildlife Refuge. A2
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