Sports: Sampson, others say farewell to UVa’s University Hall, B1
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Waterloo Bridge rehab stagnates
BY ALLISON BROPHY CHAMPION
CULPEPER STAR-EXPONENT

Closed to traffic for the
past five years for safety
reasons, the circa 1878 Waterloo Bridge over the Rappahannock River could remain in its stagnant state
for the foreseeable future
due to lack of funds.
The single bid recently
submitted to VDOT to fix
the bridge came in higher
t h a n a nt ic ipate d . T he
state highway department

estimated the job at $3.9
million, though Allegheny
Construction Co. of Roanoke bid $4.24 million to
rehabilitate the 141-yearold bridge with a wrought
i ron t r uss a nd wooden
deck. It was last renovated
a century ago.
T he br idge con nec t s
Fauquier a nd Cu lpeper
counties on state Route
613 and is one of few single
lane truss structures remaining in Virginia. Last
year, the Commonwealth

Tr a n s p or t at ion B oa r d
approved $2.1 million in
state and federal funds for
the bridge rehab and Hitt
Construction has pledged
another $1 million. Fauquier County has also applied for matching grants.
The plan is to preserve
as much of t he bridge’s
historic features as possible by removing it from
its current spot, repairing
it off site and putting it
back in place. Construct ion was slated to sta r t

this summer, according to
VDOT’s projections, with
the job done by the late fall
of 2020.
At a recent committee
meeting of the Culpeper
County Board of Supervisors, V DOT District Administrator Mark Nesbit
said the bid for its renovation “came in a little high.”
He said the state highway department was now
in the process of looking
at a lter nat ives on how
See BRIDGE, Page A4
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The Waterloo Bridge over the Rappahannock River was Virginia’s oldest surviving in-service metal truss bridge before
it closed in 2014. The future of the circa 1878 bridge between
Culpeper and Fauquier counties remains unknown.

Grant program
to help teachers,
first responders
purchase homes
STAFF REPORT

ALLISON BROPHY CHAMPION/CULPEPER STAR-EXPONENT

Culpeper Town Planning staff work with members of the Old Rag Master Naturalists Tuesday morning in Yowell Meadow Park to revive the
pollinator garden, planted along the walking path more than a year ago. The garden has been flooded several times since then.

Planting new life in Yowell
Meadow pollinator garden
BY ALLISON BROPHY CHAMPION
CULPEPER STAR-EXPONENT

Environmental stewards
teamed with town employees
to dig in the dirt on a mild
Tuesday morning with bright
su n sh i ne a nd ref re sh i ng
breezes as part of a spruc-

ing up project in the hardy
pollinator garden of Yowell
Meadow Park.
Pla nted last Apr i l a long
the wa lk ing path near the
basketball courts, the small
plot—i ntended to at t ract
bees, butterf lies and other
pollinators—withstood a del-

uge of rain and water in 2018.
The historic rain occurred
naturally, albeit more frequently than normal, while
the other water came rushing
in as part of the town of Culpeper’s ongoing dam project
that required maintaining
lower reservoir levels.

“I wouldn’t call it just one
flood,” said Town Planner Salem Bush. “I would call it the
flood that never left.”
He surmised the pollinator
garden was under water at
least three times in the past
See GARDEN, Page A4

The Virginia Housing Development Authority has created a new
grant program that will provide
down payment and closing cost
assistance to help public school
educators and first responders—such as law enforcement officers and firefighters—purchase
homes.
VHDA is partnering with the
Federal Home Loan Bank of Atlanta on the initiative, which is called
the Community Heroes program.
“Educators and first responders do so much to improve our
lives, yet often cannot afford to
buy homes in the communities
in which they serve,” said VHDA
Executive Director Susan Dewey.
“We are ver y proud to support
these community heroes by providing these grants—which do not
have to be repaid—to help them
purchase affordable homes.”
The Community Heroes program will provide 125 grants of
$8,000 each that are available to
See GRANT, Page A4
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Process revealed: UVA’s implosion of
University Hall will involve dynamite
BY RUTH SERVEN SMITH

Just a small amount of dynamite will bring down 5,000
pou nds of concrete f rom
University Hall’s iconic clamshell roof on Saturday.
With a push from a plunger,
a series of charges drilled into
the structure will explode,
bringing
the roof down and
ANDREW SHURTLEFF/THE DAILY PROGRESS
simultaneously
mov ing it
Workers begin covering the exterior of
University Hall with fencing and cloth to away from other buildings,
aid in the implosion of the former arena according to Joshua Campscheduled for 10 a.m. Saturday, May 25. bell, president of Renascent

Inc., t he compa ny tasked
with the iconic University of
Virginia structure’s demise.
“We’re not trying to blow
it up into a bunch of pieces;
we’re just trying to fail it so
that its own weight will bring
it down,” Campbell said at a
press conference Monday.
Work to demolish “Ralph’s
House,” which is where the
Virginia men’s and women’s
basketball teams played until 2006, began in 2018. First,

toxic materials and asbestos were removed from the
building. This spring, rippers
and excavators have eaten
away at the insides and exterior of U-Hall.
ByMonday,onlytheroofand
load-bearing concrete pylons
remained. A chain mail and
fabric curtain has been hung
around the pylons, which will
contain the majority of dust
andrubblefromtheexplosion.
See IMPLOSION, Page A4

ACADEMIC SPOTLIGHT
» Clockwise from top left: CCHS’s Willa
Clore & EVHS’s Matthew LaRosa, Jason
Stanley and Paige Rankins, A2
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Culpeper Vol. Fire Dept. Annual Carnival • May 22–May 25!
Schedule of events . . .
Wednesday, May 22.....6 p.m.–until (ride all you can for $10)
Thursday, May 23.........Parade on Main Street: 6:30 p.m.
Friday, May 24..............Festival opens 6 p.m.
Saturday, May 25........Afternoon Matinee • 1–5 p.m.
Saturday Evening.......Opens 6 p.m.–Midnight / Prizes given away!
Saturday Afternoon Matinee (ride all you can for $10)
Thursday, Friday & Saturday Night (ride all you can for $15)
CULPEPER AGRICULTURAL ENTERPRISE GROUNDS
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