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Default crisis dodged — for now — with debt accord
BY KEVIN FREKING,
ALAN FRAM AND
ALEXANDRA JAFFE
ASSOCIATED PRESS
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Sen. Joe
Manchin,
D-W.Va.,
speaks
with
reporters
on
Capitol
Hill on
Thursday.

WASHINGTON — Senate
leaders announced an agreement Thursday to extend the
government’s borrowing
authority into December,
temporarily averting an
unprecedented federal
default that experts say
would devastate the economy.
“Our hope is to get this

done as soon as today,” Senate Majority Leader Chuck
Schumer declared. Republican leader Mitch McConnell,
whose party has been blocking the debt limit extension,
said, “The Senate is moving
forward.”
The first crucial vote on
the measure was set for
Thursday night.
Republican leaders were
working to find the 10 votes
they need from their party to
advance the extension. John

Thune of South Dakota, the
second-ranking Senate
Republican, said, “In the end
we’ll be there, but it will be a
painful birthing process.”
In their agreement, the
Republican and Democratic
leaders edged back from a
perilous standoff over lifting
the nation’s borrowing cap,
with Democratic senators
accepting an offer from
McConnell.
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Not all returning
to school in person
SUBMITTED PHOTO

Mia Isabella Ulloa does school
work at home on the computer
during the 2020-21 school
year. This year Mia and three
of her siblings returned to
school in person
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A pedestrian walks down North Wyoming Street in
Hazleton past a row of businesses on Thursday afternoon. Hazleton administrators will soon seek approval
to introduce a payroll preparation tax ordinance they
would like to see replace a mercantile tax they say is
discouraging for local businesses.

City seeks hearing for
payroll tax ordinance
BY SAM GALSKI
STAFF WRITER

About 10% of HASD students still study from home
BY KENT JACKSON
STAFF WRITER

Hazleton Area students had a
chance to return to classrooms this
year, but so far approximately 10%
of them decided to continue studying from home as they did for most
of last year when schools were
closed due to the pandemic.

In the district where 12,517 students are enrolled, 1,323 students
opted to study online.
Enrollment figures Superintendent Brian Uplinger provided
Wednesday showed that 926 students enrolled online through district programs and 397 entered
cyber charter schools not affiliated

with the district.
Students in the district’s online
program take classes in real time
with Hazleton Area teachers if they
are in kindergarten through fifth
grade, an option that 367 pupils
selected.

A Republican state senator from central Pennsylvania and a Democratic state
representative from West
Philadelphia are teaming up
on a bill to make Pennsylvania the 19th state to legalize
recreational marijuana for
adults.
State Sen. Mike Regan,
who represents parts of
Cumberland and York counties, and state Rep. Amen
Brown said in a joint inter-

All content Copyright © 2021 Standard-Speaker

view Tuesday that they
would soon start holding
public hearings to gather
information and build support for the legislation.
“This is going to be a very
convoluted process. There
are so many things we need
to consider,” said Regan, who
spent 24 years as a U.S. marshal and chairs the Senate
Law and Justice Committee.
Re g an on Monday
announced his intention to
pursue the legalization on
his website, calling legaliza-

tion inevitable given the
trend in surrounding states.
Both New Jersey and New
York have legalized recreational marijuana. Others
are expected to follow.
A top concern for Republicans, Regan said, is driving
under the influence of marijuana. “Republican members
are really concerned about
how we handle the DUI
issue,” he said.
For Brown, who published
his memorandum on the proposal Tuesday, “the social
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Pa. weed legalization proposal
coming with bipartisan support
BY HAROLD BRUBAKER
THE PHILADELPHIA INQUIRER

The city of Hazleton is
inching closer to replacing a
mercantile tax that administrators say is difficult to collect and discouraging for
business and development.
The city will petition
Luzerne County Court on
Nov. 2 for approval to introduce a payroll preparation
tax ordinance, according to a
public notice that appeared
in Wednesday’s edition of
the Standard-Speaker.

Administrators have been
discussing the payroll tax for
more than a year, saying it
would be levied in a more
equitable manner than the
mercantile tax it would
replace.
A rate for the proposed
payroll tax has not been finalized, as city officials are
working with consultants
from Pennsylvania Economy
League — Hazleton’s Act 47
financial coordinator — to

equity component is going to
be key, just making sure than
any- and everybody can have
access to this industry,” he
said.
Democrats have long supported cannabis legalization
and have repeatedly introduced bills to do so, but
Republicans control what
bills get a chance at passage,
because they have majorities
in the state House and the
Senate.
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