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Week 7 scores from
around the area. B1

Wilkes-Barre explores putting
ice rink in Public Square. A7
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GEORGE HALCOVAGE
ACCUSATIONS

EEOC scolds
Schuylkill Co.
over allegations
BY JOHN E. USALIS
STAFF WRITER
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Law enforcement personnel surround a home on Fisher Avenue between East Ridge and East Phillips streets during
a standoff in Coaldale on Friday.

Standoff
in Coaldale
Incident ends with man shot, death in Allentown
BY AMANDA CHRISTMAN
STAFF WRITER

A Coaldale man who fatally
shot a woman in Allentown
Friday morning, ended up
evading police checkpoints as
he fled from the crime scene,
through Carbon County, back
to his home in Schuylkill
County, spurring an hourslong standoff which ultimately ended when he shot himself sometime before 3:30 p.m.,
poilice say.
The man, identified as Richard L. Sweet, 46, by the The
Morning Call, drove back to
his house at 110 Fisher Ave.,
between East Ridge Street and

East Phillips Street, where a
standoff with police ensued.
Police tried coaxing Sweet
out of his home, approximately a block off Route 209, over a
loud speaker telling him
repeatedly to surrender and
that they could get him help,
but he reportedly refused. A
witness said Sweet told police,
“It was too late for that.”
The Morning Call reported
that Sweet shot his girlfriend,
Joan Cressman, 46, in the
head between 9 and 9:49 a.m.
in Allentown before fleeing in
his vehicle.
Please see STANDOFF, Page A9

Law enforcement officers investigate the site of a standoff with a murder suspect at 110 Fisher Ave., on Friday.

The Philadelphia District Office of the U.S.
Equal Employment Opportunity Commission
determined Schuylkill County officials were
aware of alleged sexual
harassment by Commissioner
George F. Halcovage Jr.
against four female employees in the workplace and
should have addressed the
problem but did not.
In a separate determina- HALCOVAGE
tion, the Civil Rights Division
of the U.S. Department of Justice stated the
plaintiffs have the right to institute a civil
action under Title VII of the Civil Rights Act
of 1964. The four plaintiffs have done so in the
U.S. District Court for the Middle District of
Pennsylvania in Scranton.
Please see EEOC, Page A9

Casey: Suspended
county employees
alleged harassment
BY JOHN E. USALIS
STAFF WRITER

POTTSVILLE — Two of the four accusers
of alleged sexual harassment by a county commissioner are the same as the
two county employees recently suspended from their jobs.
Schuylkill County Clerk of
Courts Maria T. Casey spoke
Thursday about Wednesday’s
county commissioners’ meeting and about the suspenCASEY
sions involving the two
employees who are plaintiffs in a federal lawsuit naming Schuylkill County, Commissioner
George F. Halcovage Jr., county Administrator
Gary Bender, and other officials.
The case is pending in U.S. District Court
for the Middle District of Pennsylvania in
Scranton and is assigned to Judge Malachy E.
Mannion.
Please see CASEY, Page A9

COVID cases, hospitalizations rise among vaccinated in Pa.
BY MICHAEL RUBINKAM
ASSOCIATED PRESS

The proportion of COVID-19 infections and hospitalizations among vaccinated Pennsylvania residents
rose sharply last month,
reflecting the fact that a
higher percentage of the
population has now gotten
the shot but also likely that
protection has waned somewhat, state health officials
said Friday.
The latest Department of
Health data on so-called
“breakthrough” infections
shows that between Sept. 5
and Oct. 4, vaccinated peo-
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ple represented just over a
quarter — 26% — of more
than 135,000 new infections
and nearly 5,000 hospital
admissions across the state.
Death statistics for the last
30 days were not available
because of lags in reporting
and verification.
When the Health Department released its initial set
of data on breakthrough
cases Sept. 14, just 6% of
cases and 5% of hospitalizations since January were
among vaccinated residents.
As more people get vaccinated, the number of vacci-
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nated people who contract
the virus and wind up in the
hospital will inevitably represent a greater share of the
overall total.
State health officials cited
that mathematical certainty
but also the rise of the highly transmissible delta variant of the coronavirus,
along with waning immunity among some populations
that have received the vaccine.
“ T h e v a c c i n e s we r e
designed to prevent severe
illness and hospitalization,
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A vaccine
provider
prepares a
dose of the
COVID-19
vaccine at
a clinic run
by the
Allegheny
County
Health
Department
Sept. 14 in
Pittsburgh.

Please see CASES, Page A9

LOCAL
Learn to cheer
Hazleton native and
competitive cheerleader
plans to open gym in
Butler Twp. A4

DEATHS A2
Russell D. Eckrote
Carleen Fiolich
Joseph L. O’Holla
Virginia Porreca
Andrew A. Tutko

WEATHER

Jasper Biel
Mahanoy City

Mostly cloudy,
showers
High of 63
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Visit our Estate & Vintage Corner
at our Laurel Mall Location
570-455-3451
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