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DAYTIME SHOOTING

Shots fired in
Charles Town
neighborhood
By TIM COOK
Staff writer

CHARLES TOWN – Two 18-year-olds have been
charged with attempted murder stemming from an apparent quarrel that ended in a daylight shooting Monday during which multiple gunshots were fired on a
neighborhood street in Charles Town.
No injuries occurred during the street attack where
police say a .45 caliber handgun was fired at least 13
times at a car driving on West Liberty Street.
Charging documents state that the shooting occurred
around noon near Evitts Run Park, where a gunman
shot at a woman driving a white Toyota four-door car
on West Liberty. The gunman fired east down West
Liberty Street from the corner with Mt. Parvo Street.
TIM COOK

(See SHOOTING Page 9)

Shown above is the Motel 6 along U.S. 340 near Charles Town, one of the last places where Jimmy Kerns was reported alive.

Hoping for Jimmy
Father reflects on missing son’s battle with addiction
By Tim Cook
Staff Writer

CHARLES TOWN – Gary Kerns still
hasn’t given up hope for his missing
youngest son, 39-year-old Jimmy.
“I don’t know whether this time
something happened
that couldn’t bring him
back. I don’t know,”
the father said. “Everybody is thinking he
might just pop through
the door. All the details
I’m hearing, it doesn’t
sound good, but we
Jimmy Kerns don’t know anything
for sure yet.”
Those details are
part of a missing
person case for James
“Jimmy” Kerns of
Ranson, a father of
three children whose
struggled on and off
for two decades with
Amanda Frey drug addiction.
It was a drug addic-

tion that put Jimmy in dangerous situations surrounded by dubious people.
“He made some wrong choices, and I
guess he made a career out of it, is what
happened,” Gary said. “It’s a shame.
It’s a damn shame.”
Police initially charged an acquaintance of Jimmy in connection with
his disappearance over the past eight
weeks. Then on Monday, police charged
another acquaintance with his alleged
killing. Charles Wilbert Cook Jr., 40, of
Kearneysville, faces a second-degree
murder charge. Amanda Lynn Frey, 41,
most recently from Gerrardstown, and
previously from Hagerstown, Maryland, faces a felony charge of concealing a human body that police believe to
be Jimmy’s.
Jimmy’s body hasn’t been found. But
a motel mattress stained with human
blood and bodily fluids led police to file
criminal charges in the case.

The Police
Investigation

On May 30, Jimmy’s brother reported
him missing and police issued a public

call for information on June 27. That
same police notice also asked for information to help find Frey.
According to police, Frey was staying
with Cook in Room 120 at a Motel 6 off
U.S. 340 at the time of Jimmy’s disappearance. Jimmy was known to visit the
motel to acquire the illegal street drugs
that numbed his mind and crushed
nearly every ambition he had except
chasing the next high.
Initially, Frey allegedly told a person
who police won’t yet name that Jimmy
died of an overdose, according to a
criminal complaint filed in Jefferson
County Magistrate Court. She allegedly told the person she tried to revive
Jimmy with a shot of Naloxone but that
the medication used to stop opioid overdoses didn’t work. She then maintained
that she and Cook buried Jimmy’s
body in woods next to the motel, police
reported.
A group of area police officers
searched the woods and discovered a
backpack containing Jimmy’s personal
(See HOPING Page 8)

Gutsy W.Va. woman
preserved history
through photography
By BONNIE WILLIAMSON
Special to Spirit

CHARLES TOWN —Frances Benjamin Johnston, a
West Virginia woman, made her living as a photographer in the late 19th and early 20th centuries, preserving sites and people important to our nation’s history.
This was at a time when not many woman pursued this
type of career. A remarkable collection of her photographs can now be seen at Claymont Court through
July 31.
The exhibit, “Frances Benjamin Johnston: West Virginia Icon,” is sponsored by the Preservation Alliance
of West Virginia (PAWV) with a grant from the West
Virginia Humanities Council. Ksenia Bradner, a member of AmeriCorps, created the exhibit. AmeriCorps,

(See JOHNSTON Page 14)
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