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By COLTON KEMP
colton.kemp@apgsomn.com

 At this point, Paul Erickson and his college buddies have 
been racing in the American Birkebeiner more years of their 
lives than not.

� ey started racing together on a whim about 45 years ago.
“None of us had really skied,” Erickson said. “We’d all skied 

about a half a dozen times in our life before that. A guy from 
the local ski shop came in and talked with our dorm, and then 
a bunch of us said, ‘Hey, we should do that.’”

� eir � rst race was a 10-miler in 1978. � ey soon a� er tripled 
the challenge in their � rst American Birkebeiner, the largest 
cross-country ski race in North America. � e race in Hayward, 
Wisconsin, draws thousands of skiers from across the globe, 
namely Sweden, Norway and Italy.

Erickson recalls seeing a lot of older people at his � rst “Birkie.”
“I said ‘Wouldn’t it be cool if we were still doing this when 

we’re old? Like, 45?’” he said with a chuckle. “So that’s a few years 
ago now. � ere’s a lot of people that are in their 50s, 60s and 70s 
that are still doing it.” 

A few weeks ago he � nished 39th in the Birkie Open Track 
Classic, a less crowded version of the race that started during 
the pandemic.

� e 64-year-old owner of Erickson Furniture was one of 156 
racers to participate in the 54-kilometer (33.6-mile) race on Feb. 
22. He � nished in just over � ve hours.

It was his 40th time doing the race, whether open track or 
standard.

Last year Erickson raced in the Birkie Classic, which is 
the original, more crowded race. Over the years, he’s tried 
a few di� erent races and skiing styles, but enjoys the full-
length Birkie.

STILLSTILL 
SKIINGSKIING
Faribault man � nishes top 
40 in his 40th Birkebeiner

Paul Erickson skirts around a turn during the 2018 American Birkebeiner. 
(Photo courtesy of the American Birkebeiner Ski Foundation)See SKIING on A4

By COLTON KEMP
colton.kemp@apgsomn.com

 What happens a� er someone is caught break-
ing the law?

On � ursday a� ernoon, several sta�  members 
of Rice County Community Corrections gave a 
presentation called “A Walk � rough Probation,” 
which featured the stages before, during and a� er 
someone enters the criminal justice system.

� e presentation consisted of 15 stations, each 
representing a di� erent part of the county’s proba-
tion process.

“� ere’s a lot of di� erent intervention oppor-
tunities and a lot of places where our sta�  interact 
with individuals as they move through the criminal 
justice system,” said Community Correction Man-
ager Angela Brewer.

“� e way that we’ve designed this presentation is 
we will be walking through the experience that a per-
son in the justice system would have with our depart-
ment in the order that a person might experience it. 
Not everyone who goes through the criminal justice 
system will experience all of these di� erent stations.”

� e � rst station, “Pre-arrest community-based 
coordinators,” was about what steps are taken to 
prevent someone from entering the criminal-
justice system.

“About 95% of people in jail, really their big-
gest problem is substance use,” Community Based 
Coordinator Cindy Selvik said. “So, I spend most of 
my 40 hours a week getting people lined up to get 
assessments for treatment … A lot of people in Rice 
County get furloughs from the judge, which means 
they can leave jail to go to a treatment program.”

County gives  
‘walk through’ 
of criminal 
justice process

See PROBATION on A2
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