The Southeast Outlook

20

SEPTEMBER 5, 2019

DEVOTION
BY JACOB GLASSNER | jglassner@secc.org

Memento mori

read
“No one remembers the former generations, and even those yet to come will not be remembered by those who follow them” (Ecclesiastes 1:11).

reflect
If you visit the U.S. Capitol building in Washington, D.C., you’ll likely pass through the National Statuary Hall as you walk between the
Rotunda and the House of Representatives
wing.
The domed chamber houses 35 bronze
and marble statues of great Americans such
as Charles Brantley Aycock, Lewis Cass, John
Gorrie and Zebulon Vance.
Never heard of them?
How about Uriah Milton Rose, Philip Kearny
or Hannibal Hamlin?
Still not ringing a bell?
Don’t worry, I’d be willing to wager most
of us have never heard of these great men—
though the name Hannibal Hamlin did seem
familiar to me.
His claim to fame? He was Abraham Lincoln’s vice president.

Yet for the most part, the names and deeds
of these men have been forgotten.
But they’re not alone. We all will be dead
and forgotten one day.
According to tradition, some monks in Medieval times greeted each other with the Latin
phrase “memento mori,” which means “remember that you will die.”
If you’re like me, you don’t like to think
about your mortality, but thinking about death
can spur us to live, to love and to use each
hour to its fullest.
It drives us to be present in the lives of our
friends and family members.
There’s another Latin phrase I’m sure
you’ve heard: “carpe diem,” which means
“seize the day.” It simply means don’t do
something tomorrow that you can do today
because, quite frankly, our tomorrows aren’t

guaranteed.
James writes: “Why, you do not even know
what will happen tomorrow. What is your life?
You are a mist that appears for a little while
and then vanishes” (James 4:14).
King David asked God to remind him of his
mortality: “‘Show me, Lord, my life’s end and
the number of my days; let me know how ﬂeeting my life is. You have made my days a mere
handbreadth; the span of my years is as nothing before you. Everyone is but a breath, even
those who seem secure’” (Psalm 39:4-5).
Yes, we all will be dead and forgotten one
day, but we can pour into the lives of the people around us, and hopefully the seeds we
plant will bear fruit for generations.
So as macabre as it may seem, I’d like to
say to each of you reading this, “Memento
mori.”

respond
Is there something you have put off doing that you know needs to be done?
Do you have someone in your life you are able to pour into?
What scares you most about death?

pray
Take some time to thank God for the life He has given you: the fact that you are alive, the people around you and the inﬂuence you have.
Ask God to help you see the purpose of your life, and ask the Spirit to empower you to live out that purpose every day.
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Each week a team of volunteers delivers the
Outlook to more than 500 rack locations
in Kentucky and Southern Indiana
and we need your help in these areas:

• Service & repair
• commercial & reSidential
• all Heating & Hvac equipment
• deSign SyStemS & replacementS

DELIVER SOME
GOOD NEWS

We repair all
makes & models

Free estimates
• maintenance agreementS
for nEw inStallationS
• air cleanerS & HumidifierS
SEnior diScount
www.birkheadco.com • 502-367-1212

WEEKLY VOLUNTEER
DOWNTOWN AREA (25 MiLES)

Volunteers receive mileage reimbursement.

For more info, contact Dottie Koebel at 253-8660

