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DEVOTION
BY JACOB GLASSNER | jglassner@secc.org

A man, a plan

read
“Unless the Lord builds the house,
the builders labor in vain.
Unless the Lord watches over the city,
the guards stand watch in vain.
In vain you rise early
and stay up late,

toiling for food to eat—
for he grants sleep to those he loves.
Children are a heritage from the LORD,
offspring a reward from him.
Like arrows in the hands of a warrior
are children born in one’s youth.

Blessed is the man
whose quiver is full of them.
They will not be put to shame
when they contend with their opponents
in court”
(Psalm 127).

reflect
For most men, there’s something thrilling
about the buzz of a table saw as it rips through
a piece of timber. Men like to create things.
I never earned a woodworking badge, but I
like to tinker in the garage from time to time.
My most recent project was a “rustic” dining
room table. I bought some lumber and glued
it together to make the tabletop and began
working on making a base for the tabletop. I
had a rough plan on paper, but I thought I’d
ﬁgure things out as I went.
As a result of not having a plan, or advanced
woodworking skills, I ended up spending hours
sanding the tabletop to try to get it level. The
project took much longer than expected, and
much of my labor was the result of not having
a good plan before I started.

In the same way, if we as fathers try to build
our families without God, it all will be in vain.
God is the great Architect, and He has given
us all access to His blueprints for our families:
the Bible. We can follow His plan or we can
wing it. In my case, winging it resulted in a table that looked way more rustic than intended.
It takes time to develop and follow a plan.
It’s easy to get caught up in the busyness of
life and just make it by day-by-day with no
thought to your family’s future. And before you
know it, your kids are all grown up.
As Joshua told the Israelites, we all have a
choice whom we will serve.
“‘But if serving the Lord seems undesirable
to you, then choose for yourselves this day
whom you will serve, whether the gods your

ancestors served beyond the Euphrates, or
the gods of the Amorites, in whose land you
are living. But as for me and my household, we
will serve the Lord’” (Joshua 24:15).
“As for me and my household, we will serve
the Lord” is a simple yet powerful statement.
Fathers have a great responsibility to be the
adults they want their children to become.
The Psalmist compares children to arrows.
Having a full quiver is a blessing, not a burden.
But fathers must instill the fear of the Lord in
their children from an early age so that they
will ﬂy straight and true when they are sent out
into the world like arrows.
“Start children off on the way they should
go, and even when they are old they will not
turn from it” (Proverbs 22:6).

respond
What speciﬁc steps can you take to be a better father?
How can you make your family more Christ-centered?
What’s the most important lesson to teach children?
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SERVICE

Since 1947
• Service & repair
• commercial & reSidential
• all Heating & Hvac equipment
• deSign SyStemS & replacementS

WE REPAIR ALL
MAKES & MODELS

FREE ESTIMATES
• maintenance agreementS
FOR NEW INSTALLATIONS
• air cleanerS & HumidifierS
SENIOR DISCOUNT
www.birkheadco.com • 502-367-1212

DELIVER SOME
GOOD NEWS
Each week a team of volunteers delivers the
Outlook to more than 500 rack locations
in Kentucky and Southern Indiana
and we need your help in these areas:
WEEKLY VOLUNTEER
ShELbYViLLE ROaD/LiNN STaTiON ROaD/
hURSTbOURNE PaRKWaY/hUbbaRDS LaNE
aREaS (15 MiLES)

PaRT-TiME VOLUNTEER
aSSiST DURiNG VacaTiONS, iLLNESSES, ETc.
– chOicE OF 26 ROUTES

Volunteers receive mileage reimbursement.

For more info, contact Dottie Koebel at 253-8660

