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New Rules
How significant is Colorado’s police reform bill?

COURTESY PHOTO/LESLIE HEROD

State Rep. Leslie Herod, D-Denver, (center) discusses SB217 
with the crowd gathered outside the state Capitol.  

By Faith Miller

The Southeast Express

I
n response to nationwide protests against racism 
and police brutality, Colorado lawmakers succeed-
ed in passing a bill to improve accountability in 

law enforcement and give victims of unconstitutional 
treatment more power to seek legal recourse.

“This historic bill stands as a testament to the tireless 
work that advocates, protestors and justice-seeking 
Coloradans have done for generations,” bill sponsor 
Rep. Leslie Herod, D-Denver, said in a statement fol-
lowing the bill’s House passage. “We’ve come a long 
way and we still have a long way to go. But today I’m 
proud to say [we] took action to enact sweeping re-
form and correct the injustices that Black and Brown 
communities have suffered at the hands of law en-
forcement for far too long.”

Gov. Jared Polis, a Democrat, signed the bill into law 
on June 19.

At the national level, efforts are underway to pass 
similar legislation in Congress, though it’s too soon to 
say whether Democrats in the U.S. House and Repub-

licans in the Senate will ever be able to agree on a bill.
Colorado’s political climate is more amenable to 

Democrats, who’ve pushed for more drastic change 
in law enforcement. They enjoy a trifecta of power 
in the Colorado House, Senate and governor’s office, 
meaning they can override the objections of Repub-
licans to pass legislation. But Senate Bill 217 garnered 
considerable bipartisan support.

In the Colorado Senate, the bill passed by a 32-1 vote 
with the support of all El Paso County senators, most 
of whom are Republicans.

In the House, Senate Bill 217 passed by a 52-13 vote, 
though some El Paso County Republicans (Reps. Terri 
Carver, Larry Liston, Shane Sandridge and Dave Wil-
liams) were among those opposed.

New requirements
The new Colorado law, sponsored by four Dem-

ocrats — Sens. Rhonda Fields of Aurora and Leroy 
Garcia of Pueblo, along with Reps. Herod and Ser-
ena Gonzales-Gutierrez of Denver — requires local 
law enforcement and Colorado State Patrol officers 
to activate body-worn cameras or dashboard cameras 

during most enforcement-related contacts with the 
public. In cases of alleged misconduct, the agency 
must release body camera footage to the public with-
in three weeks — except in ongoing investigations, 
which have a 45-day deadline.

Another provision of the bill requires law enforce-
ment agencies to start reporting extensive data on 
officers’ use of force by Jan. 1, 2023. This data must 
include the suspect’s demographic information, plus 
the name of the officer, in all incidents where an of-
ficer uses force that results in the serious injury or 
death of a member of the public. Other details of the 
interaction, such as the type of force used and wheth-
er a complaint was filed, must also be reported.

In cases where an officer is convicted of unlawful 
use of force — or of failing to intervene when a peer 
unlawfully uses force — the officer’s Peace Officer 
Standards and Training (POST) certification must be 
revoked. This will prevent officers from moving to a 
different department after being held accountable for 
violence, the bill’s supporters say.

Taking into account a federal judge’s recent order 
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