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IN OUR JUNE EDITION ~ Balloting in a time of pandemic
Questions remain about whether COVID-19 will impact the June 
primary and November general elections.
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Learning to live with it
Harrison senior reflects on year cut short 

Behind closed doors
Domestic violence, abuse cases the hidden casualties of pandemic
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By Faith Miller

The Southeast Express

T
he COVID-19 pandemic means 
we’re all battling an unseen en-
emy. We’re scrubbing hands, 

bleaching counters and fastening on 
masks before leaving the house, all in an 
effort to thwart the novel coronavirus. 
Yet many people are fighting a familiar, 
but suddenly less-visible and arguably 
more sinister, foe: domestic violence.

“The calls that we are receiving and … 
the clients that we’re working [with], the 
cases have been more severe in nature,” 
said Anne Markley, interim CEO of TES-
SA Colorado Springs. TESSA provides 
free, confidential services to victims of do-

mestic violence and their children, which 
can include safe housing, advocacy and 
legal help.

“We do always receive severe calls, but 
there have been more severe calls in a 
shorter amount of time than what we’re 
used to seeing, and very uniquely severe 
also,” Markley said.

Violence against one’s partner isn’t the 
only factor involved with staying at home 
that worries service providers. State and 
local agencies have seen a sharp decline 
in the number of people reporting child 
abuse, as well as abuse of at-risk adults, 
such as those with disabilities.

“Kids are not in front of mandated re-
porters” when they’re quarantined at 
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By Zach Hillstrom

The Southeast Express

H
eading into his final semes-
ter at Harrison High School, 
18-year-old Jarrett Morris had 

a laundry list of to-dos.
He had already played his last foot-

ball game, and he wanted to finish his 
track career on a high note. He’s a pas-
sionate singer and performer, and was 
looking forward to his final choir and 
theater performances.

Even some high school rites of pas-
sage that weren’t up his usual alley, like 
going to senior prom, Morris planned 
to attend. 

But those aspirations were flipped 
upside down with the arrival of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. Morris’ first 
warning of its potential disruptions 
came from his theatre teacher just be-
fore spring break.

“My teacher said, ‘Hey, just in case 
spring break [is extended] for anoth-
er week, make sure you’re practicing 

your lines,’” he recalled.
But he had no idea that extension 

would end up lasting the rest of the 
academic year.

“It was just upsetting,” Morris said. “I 
feel like I worked so hard to get to senior 
year just to see it all get thrown away.”

With schools officially closed to in-
class learning and classes conduct-
ed entirely online, some of Morris’ 
remaining to-dos — like donning a 
cap and gown and walking across the 
stage at the Broadmoor World Arena

to receive his diploma — had to be 
postponed. Others have been can-
celed entirely.

Morris and his fellow Harrison Pan-
thers are just a small segment of Col-
orado’s class of 2020 for whom a tradi-
tional senior year cannot be fulfilled. 
Because of COVID-19, they won’t 
bond on senior trips, cut a rug at their 
final school dance, cheer at their last 
rivalry games or make lasting memo-
ries on senior skip day.
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