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IN OUR NOVEMBER EDITION ~ Art in Southeast

Next month, the Express team takes readers on a tour of local 
art in public spaces and the role art plays in defining culture, 
community and civic engagement. 
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Poisoning the well 
The latest developments in the PFAS contamination saga
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By Heidi Beedle

Southeast Express 

S
ince the 2016 revelation that 
groundwater in Fountain Valley, 
which provided drinking water 

for Security-Widefield and Fountain, 
was contaminated with toxic per- and 
polyfluoroalkyl substances, govern-
ment agencies, residents and commu-
nity activists have been struggling to 
come to terms with what is arguably 

one of the largest ecological contami-
nations in Colorado’s history. 

On Aug. 4, Chris Reh, associate 
director of the U.S. Agency for Tox-
ic Substances and Disease Registry, 
led a virtual information session for 
residents of Security-Widefield and 
Fountain about its ongoing PFAS ex-
posure assessment. The assessment 
will randomly select participants and 
test blood, urine and tap water for 
levels of PFAS chemicals. According 

to Reh, the assessment will identi-
fy how people might be exposed to 
chemicals, calculate the extent of 
exposure and determine if there is a 
health threat.

The agency’s exposure assessment 
is the first part of a process that will 
continue in 2021 with the Pease 
Study, a national multi-site study con-
ducted locally by the Colorado School 
of Public Health that will look at the 
human health effects of PFAS expo-

sure through drinking contaminated 
water. Much of the focus in El Paso 
County is on Fountain Valley, but 
the Air Force Academy on the city’s 
Northside also released PFAS chemi-
cals, and residents of Woodmen Val-
ley report health concerns as well, but 
they are not included in the agency’s 
exposure assessment. 

El Paso County is one of eight sites 
nationwide identified by the U.S. 
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