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Too scared to seek help
In midst of pandemic, undocumented families struggle to survive

Of primaries and a pandemic
How COVID-19 is reshaping a major election year

EXPRESS PHOTO/REGAN FOSTER

El Paso County Election Specialist Matt Dawkins runs a test 
batch of ballots through the vote-counting system May 28 as 
part of a pre-primary trial of the equipment. 
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By Regan Foster

The Southeast Express

S
hortly before noon on an overcast day in May, 
a steady stream of vehicles flowed through 
the parking lot of a Southeast Colorado 

Springs nonprofit. 

Cindy Marroquin, statewide programs manager 

for Servicios de la Raza, clutched a clipboard with 

a list of names. She greeted the drivers and checked 

their names against an RSVP list, before she and a 

volunteer loaded a box of donated food and personal 

hygiene items into each grateful driver’s car. 
The drivers spoke a mix of English and Spanish. 

They wore masks and gloves. Some had family mem-
bers in the car with them. 

It’s a scene that has repeated weekly for the past few 
months, as undocumented immigrants — the first 
to lose their jobs during the crisis and all of them 
unqualified for government reimbursement under a 
$2.2 trillion federal stimulus package — struggled to 
support families the COVID-19 pandemic. 

“We don’t want to just close the program and say 
‘good luck,’” Marroquin said. “We know the circum-
stances, and a lot of them got laid off.”

The food distribution program arose from a pre-ex-

isting partnership between the Southeast & Armed 

Services YMCA and Servicios de la Raza, a Den-

ver-based nonprofit organization with offices in 

Southeast Colorado Springs that provides culturally 

appropriate advocacy, education and support for the 

state’s Latin-American community. 

Before the pandemic hit, Servicios ran a week-

ly diabetes-prevention program for nearly 40 Lat-

in-American women at the Southeast Y, but when 

COVID-19 forced that program’s suspension, the 
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By Lily Reavis

Special to the Southeast Express

C
olorado voters will soon be off 
to the races. 

In the midst of the U.S.’ first 
major pandemic in more than a cen-
tury, and in the wake of a govern-
ment-issued stay-at-home order, the 
primary election for the U.S. Senate 
and 4th Judicial District Attorney is 
scheduled for June 30. Mail-in bal-
lots are slated to be sent early in June, 
and should be in mailboxes between 
15 and 20 days before the primary, 
according to Secretary of State Jena 
Griswold’s office.

Democrats will be asked to choose 

between former Gov. John Hicken-
looper and prior state House Speaker 
Andrew Romanoff. The winner will 
square off against incumbent Republi-
can Sen. Cory Gardner in November, 
who does not face a primary challenge. 

Republicans, on the other hand, will 
have to pick the next district attorney 
from a primary that pits County Com-
missioner Mark Waller against Deputy 
DA Michael Allen. There is no Demo-
crat running for DA, so the winner in 
June will take the seat. 

Both primaries should shore up the 
final ballot for Nov. 3, but if public 
health restrictions are still in place, 
what could that look like? 
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