
By David Volz 
     Florida City Mayor 
Otis Wallace has  
submitted the annual 
budget for fiscal year 
2022/2023.  
     The budget is for 
$50,959,000 and City 
property owners will see 
a 4 percent reduction in 
their property taxes.  
     The budget for the 
General Fund is 
$20,158,000. The budget 
for water and sewer is 
$6,615,000. The budget 
for grants is $24,186,000.  
     “A significant thing 
about this budget is that 
we are lowering the  
millage rate by four  
percent,” said Wallace. 
“We can lower the  
millage rate because 
property values have  
increased and we are  
actually receiving more 
money. Florida City had  
a great year, so we are 
giving tax payers a 
break.” 
    Florida City brought in 
more money through 
property taxes, but it also 
faced increased costs and 
inflation, just like  
individuals and families 
did.  
     “The City faced  
inflation increases of 
eight or nine percent. 
Health insurance went up, 
fuel costs went up,  
employees costs  
increased, and solid waste 
costs have gone up. Just 
like household costs went 
up for everyone, the City 
faced increased costs,” 

said Wallace. “Our costs 
did not go down but 
property values went up 
so we were able to bring 
in more revenue to cover 
the four percent drop in 
taxes.”  
     The Florida City  
Commission agreed to a 
not to exceed millage rate 
of 6.9299. This is a  
reduction from the  
current millage rate of 
7.2946.   
    The not to exceed  
millage rate is the cap for 
this year’s property tax 
rate. The Commission 
can lower the millage rate 
if it wants to. This  
millage rate is for the 
2022/2023 fiscal year 
which begins October 1. 
Budget hearings will take 
place on September 13 at 
8:00 p.m. and September 
27 at 8:00 p.m. During 
the meetings, residents 
can voice their opinions 
and feelings about the 
budget. City Commission 
members will have a 
chance to discuss the 
budget.  

By Kevin Lewis 
     As the school year 
began this week, while 
most students talked 
about their summer  
vacations or other  
adventures, Homestead 
Senior High School’s  
Kamari Graham will 
probably be recalling how 
he received the Special 
Olympics Best Athlete of 
the Year Award.  
      On July 31, during 
USA TODAY’s 2022 
High School Sports 
Awards, Graham received 
the prestigious honor 
after beating out over 800 
other student athletes  
across the country. 
      The live event, which 
is America’s biggest high 
school sports recognition 
program, was hosted  
by the NFL’s Rob  
Gronkowski and Vernon 
Davis, and highlighted 
peak students nationwide 
in a variety of sports. 
       As the Special  
Olympics athlete of the 
year, Graham was  
applauded for his work as 
a defensive rusher, and 
one of the running backs 
for Homestead Senior 
High School’s Unified 
Flag Football Team, said 
his coach and Special 

Olympics Head Delegate 
Frank Marion III. 
     In spite of Graham’s 
intellectual disability, and 
the loss of his left hand 
due to a firework injury 
he sustained when 
younger, Marion saw in 
Graham early on what he 
sees in all of his special 

olympians. 
    “We all have ability, 
it’s just what’s your best 
ability,” said Marion. 
    Noticing how fast  
Graham was, Marion  
explained to Graham the 
game plan that has led to 
Graham’s success. 
    “We’re going to use 
your speed,” Marion said. 
“We’re not going to 
worry about your  
physical disability, we’re 
just going to maximize 
your ability and what you 
can do.” 
    And although Graham 
was honored for his flag 
football accomplish-
ments, Marion said  
Graham also competes in 
basketball and track. 
     But not to be outdone 
there though, as a leader 
off the field too, Graham 
serves as Vice President 

of the school's Unified 
Club as well. 
     For Marion, this  
accomplishment is just as 
important as Graham’s 
athletic ones, as it’s 
something he also empha-
sizes to all of his players. 
     “We’ve got to  
continue to grow as  
individuals, as people,” 
said Marion, “continue to 
maximize our ability in 
and out of the classroom, 
and just continue to be 
good people, and  
productive in society.” 
     For Graham as the 
year starts, Marion hopes 
to continue success in 
their and the unified 
teams partnership, and 
even go for state  
championship in basket-
ball, as they’ve already 
been runner-up. 
          See GRAHAM 2A 

USDOT 
    Funding from the  
Rebuilding American  
Infrastructure with  
Sustainability and Equity 
(RAISE) program will 
help move forward  
projects that modernize 
roads, bridges, transit, 
rail, ports, and intermodal 
transportation, to make 
transportation systems 
safer, more accessible, 
more affordable, and 
more sustainable. 
     In South Florida  
funding will go to: 
     PortMiami Net  
Zero Program - Cargo 
Mobility Optimization 
and Resiliency Project –      
    The County of Miami-
Dade will receive $16 
million for this project 
consisting of two  
elements: (1) Expanded 
Intermodal Rail Capacity, 
and (2) Cargo Gate  
Optimization.  
     The rail capacity  

component constructs 
two new rail tracks  
approximately 3,200 feet 
long, acquires three new 
electric-rubber-tired 
cranes, reconstructs apron 
areas on all sides of the 
track, installs LED lights, 
and reconstructs the 
stormwater drainage  
system to address sea 
level rise.  
     The cargo gate  
optimization project will 
include roadway realign-
ments to and from cargo 
gates, rehabilitation of the 
stormwater management 
system to address sea 
level rise, cargo gate  
canopies, staging areas 
for trucks, direct access to 
rail yard gates, and gate 
technology upgrades.  
     The upgrades will  
result in more efficient 
freight movement that 
will alleviate supply 
chain issues.  
     The rail capacity  
expansion is expected to 
promote a modal shift 
from truck to rail, result-
ing in environmental  
sustainability and safety 
benefits as well.  
         See FUNDING 2A 
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Above:  Kamari Graham races down the field at a Homestead Senior High School Unified Flag 

Football game.  Below:  Graham grabs his opponents flag.              Frank Marion III 

HARB Airman 
Awarded  

Bronze Star

40 Million for South 
Florida Transportation 

Infrastructure

HARB  
supports DoD 

Warrior Games 
with flyover

US Air Force FD-16 Fighting Falcons            

Maj. Matthew R. Jones, 70th Aerial Port Squadron Commander, 

was awarded the Bronze Star Medal by Col. S. James Frickel, 

482nd Fighter Wing Vice Commander, for meritorious achieve-

ment at Homestead Air Reserve Base. USAF /Tech. Sgt. Lionel Castellano

By Senior Airman  
Nickolas Swanson, 
482nd Fighter Wing  
      Maj. Matthew R. 
Jones, 70th Aerial Port 
Squadron Commander, 
was awarded the Bronze 
Star for meritorious 
achievement at  
Homestead Air Reserve 
Base (HARB), August 6. 
     The Bronze Star 
Medal, awarded to  
military members since 
1944, is the fourth highest 
achievable medal.  
     The Bronze Star is 
given for meritorious or 
heroic acts during an 
armed conflict against an 
enemy of the United 
States. 
     The medal was 
awarded to Jones for his 
service during a  
deployment as Flight 
Commander with the 
386th Air Expeditionary 
Wing, Erbil Air Base, 
Iraq. 
     From July 19, 2021, to 
January 22, 2022, Jones 
and his troops were  
exposed to imminent 
danger three times from 
unmanned aerial vehicles. 
Under Jones' leadership, 
79 military members and 

civilians across five  
specialties were safely 
brought back home. 
     When Jones received 
the medal he said that his 
troops were the main  
reason for the  
achievement. 
     "I think they all were a 
piece of it, and that's how 
I look at it," said Jones.  
"I earned a little piece of 
the medal, but everyone 
there made up the whole 
medal." 
     During his deploy-
ment, Jones also oversaw 
multiple missions 
throughout Operation  
Inherent Resolve, trans-
porting 12,000 passengers 
and 8,000 tons of cargo 
on 1,700 airlift missions. 
     At his ceremony, Jones 
thanked his fellow 
Airmen for their support 
and gave some advice. 
     "I'd like to say that 
anytime you have the  
opportunity to do some-
thing for your country 
and you can, step up and 
do it, just go out there and 
do it," said Jones. "This 
was a great opportunity 
for me, and I really  
enjoyed it."

HARB - The 482nd 
Fighter Wing is  
scheduled to perform a 
flyover with two of its  
F-16 Fighting Falcons 
during the opening  
ceremony of the Depart-
ment of Defense Warrior 
Games in Orlando,   
August 19. 
    The Warrior Games is 
an annual event, first held 
in 2010, that celebrates 
the resiliency and  
dedication of wounded, 
ill, and injured military 
members and veterans. 
The event serves as a way 
to enhance the recovery 

and rehabilitation of 
wounded warriors by  
providing them exposure 
to adaptive sports. 
     “It's an honor for the 
482nd Fighter Wing to be 
able to support the  
resiliency and dedication 
of our wounded and  
injured active, Reserve 
and veteran members,” 
said Col. S. James 
Frickel, 482nd FW Vice 
Commander. “We will 
cheer for our Air Force 
team and celebrate all the 
warriors in this year's 
games. Fight's on." 
                    See F-16 2A 
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