
By David Volz 
    A new liquified  
natural gas facility is 
coming to Homestead.   
    During the February 22 
meeting, the Homestead 
Council agreed to a  
resolution to grant a final 
plat approval for Florida 
City Gas, also known as 
Pivotal Utility Holdings, 
to allow for the  
development of the LNG 
facility on an 11.53 acre 
land parcel located at 
Alex Muxo Boulevard 
and SW 142 Avenue.  
This facility will provide 
liquid natural gas to  
residents of Homestead.    
     There is a need for an 
LNG facility in the area, 
according to Zachery 
Good, assistant city  
manager.  
     Also, the Council  
deferred a presentation by 
D.R Horton on a  
proposed housing  
development. There was 
concern that City staff 
had not had enough time 
to review a traffic study 
on the effects of the  
project. There was  
discussion among  
Council members as 
some wanted to see the 
presentation even though 
they could not vote to 
grant approval.  
     The developer is  
proposing rezoning to 
allow the development of 
townhomes on this  
property. There would be 
69 townhomes built on 
8.63 acres of land located 
at the southwest corner of 
Southwest 162 Avenue 
and East Mowry Drive, 
according to Good.  
     The Council agreed to 
resolutions involving 
major contracts. The 
Council agreed to  
approve the award of a 
request for proposal for 
professional services for 
permitting, plan review 
and inspection services to 
M.T. Causley and C.A.P. 
Government. It author-
ized the city manager to 
negotiate and execute 
agreements for an  
estimated annual amount 

of $1,576,640.  
     The Council agreed to 
authorize the financing of 
vehicles with related 
equipment and   
information technology 
equipment in an amount 
not to exceed 
$987,742.00, pursuant to 
the master lease with 
Truist Equipment Finance 
Corp.  
     The Council agreed to 
a resolution to allow for 
the financing of a Digger 
Derrick Truck in an 
amount not exceed 
$328,048 pursuant to the 
master lease with Truist 
Equipment Finance Corp.  
     The Council agreed to 
a resolution to allow the 
purchase of four Harley-
Davidson motorcycles 
with emergency  
equipment for the  
Homestead Police  
Department from 
TMCAA doing business 
as Alligator Alley Harley-
Davidson.  
     There was some  
discussion regarding how 
youth baseball is to be 
conducted and managed 
at JD Redd Park. There 
have been some  
allegations regarding  
unfair treatment  
involving players, 
coaches, parents and 
teams. Some team leaders 
believe some teams don’t 
get practice time and 
others believe the  
baseball programs could 
be run better. City  
officials will look into 
what is actually taking 
place at the park,  
according to Good.  
     There was also some 
discussion on potential 
public art projects for the 
City. 

By Jim Saunders, NSF 
     Florida lawmakers next week 
will start the annual 60-day  
legislative session. Here are 10 big 
issues to watch: 
 
— AFFORDABLE HOUSING: 
Senate President Kathleen  
Passidomo, R-Naples, has made a 
priority of trying to find ways to 
make housing more affordable for 
workers. The Senate could quickly 
pass a wide-ranging bill that  
includes providing incentives for 
investments in affordable housing 
and encouraging mixed-use  
developments in struggling com-
mercial areas. 
 
— BUDGET: Gov. Ron DeSantis 
has proposed a $114.8 billion 
budget for the fiscal year that will 
start July 1. Among other things, 
the proposal includes money for  
increasing teacher salaries, $1.1 
billion for Everglades restoration 
and water-quality issues, 5 percent 
across-the-board pay hikes for state 
workers and additional money for 
targeted jobs such as correctional 
officers. 
 
— DEATH PENALTY:  
After Parkland school shooter  
Nikolas Cruz was sentenced to life 

in prison, lawmakers could scrap a 
requirement that unanimous jury 
recommendations are needed  
before death sentences can be  
imposed. House and Senate bills 
would allow death sentences based 
on the recommendations of eight of 
12 jurors and also give judges more 
authority. 
 
— DEFAMATION: Lawmakers 
will consider revamping the state’s 
defamation laws, potentially  
weakening protections for  
journalists. DeSantis, who 
frequently criticizes the media,  
and House Speaker Paul Renner,  
R-Palm Coast, have called for  
revisiting the 1964 U.S. Supreme 
Court ruling known as New York 
Times v. Sullivan, which helps 
shield reporters from lawsuits. 
 
— GUNS: Republican lawmakers 
have started moving forward with a 
proposal to allow people to carry 
concealed weapons without obtain-
ing state licenses, an idea that  
supporters call “constitutional 
carry.” The proposal has drawn  
opposition from gun-control groups 
— and from some gun-rights 
groups, who say the state should 
allow people to openly carry guns. 
 

— IMMIGRATION: Continuing to 
criticize federal border and  
immigration policies, DeSantis 
wants lawmakers to pass a series of 
proposals involving undocumented 
immigrants. Among other things, 
he wants to expand the use of the 
E-Verify system, which is used to 
verify the employment status of 
workers, and bar out-of-state tu-
ition waivers for undocumented 
students. 
 
— LAWSUIT LIMITS:  
With Republican supermajorities  
in the House and Senate,  
lawmakers could pass far-reaching 
changes to help shield businesses 
and insurance companies from 
costly lawsuits. The proposals, 
which target issues such as attorney 
fees, have touched off a lobbying 
fight, with critics arguing they 
would harm the ability of injured 
people to go to court. 
 
— SCHOOL BOARDS: DeSantis 
has taken the unusual step of  
getting involved in school-board 
races to elect conservative  
candidates. Now, Republican  
lawmakers want to amend the state 
Constitution to change school-
board races from non-partisan to   
                          See SESSION 2A 
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By Hugh Hudson 
      On February 28th, The City of Homestead  
dedicated its Police Headquarters to Chief Alexander 
E. Rolle, Jr.  Chief Rolle has served in Homestead’s 
Police Department for 43 years, the last 25 years as 
Chief. Chief Rolle was joined by his wife, four  
children, and several grandchildren to hear praise for 
his leadership and his tenacity in overcoming  
adversity and prejudice in becoming the HPD’s first 
black Sargent, Captain, Major, and Chief by  
Homestead’s Mayor, Vice Mayor, and Council 
Members.  
    Homestead City Manager Jerry Estrada presented 
Chief Rolle a small model of the Police Head-
quarters engraved to commemorate the dedication 
and Miami Dade Commissioners for both District 8 
and 9 presented a proclamation.  
His kids, led by Dr. Alexia Rolle also attested to both 
he and his wife’s hard work as parents.  
    Chief Rolle first thanked his wife for her support. 
He related many of the challenges he had to over-
come in rising through the ranks of the HPD.   
He also thanked a number of the friends that he grew 
up with including Florida City Mayor Otis Wallace 
and former Homestead Mayor Roscoe Warren for 
their continued friendship and guidance. He saved 
for last the thanks to the women and men of the 
Homestead Police Department for their hard and  
caring work and to the citizens of Homestead for  
there respect and support to him and his officers.   
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    The Florida Fish and 
Wildlife Conservation 
Commission (FWC)  
continues to monitor bird 
mortalities suspected to 
be attributed to Highly 
Pathogenic Avian  
Influenza throughout 
Florida. This strain has 
been documented in the 
United States since 2021 
and was detected for the 
first time in Florida in 
January 2022.  
     The FWC has  
documented the virus in 
37 counties and a variety 
of bird species. The most 
common species affected 
in Florida include black 
vultures, lesser scaup and 
Muscovy ducks. Owls, 
bald eagles and other  
raptors, along with 
aquatic birds and water-

fowl, have also been  
affected.  
     There is a low risk of 
HPAI transmission to  
humans, which can be 
minimized by following 
basic safety protocols.  
    To prevent the spread 
of HPAI, the public 
should avoid handling 

sick or dead wildlife,  
prevent contact of  
domestic birds with wild 
birds and report wild bird 
mortalities to the FWC.    
    Domestic poultry  
mortality should be  
reported to the Florida 
Department of  
Agriculture & Consumer 

Services.  
     Additionally, precau-
tions for hunters, the  
general public and wild-
life rehabbers can be 
found at MyFWC.com/ 
AvianInfluenza.    
     Please be advised that 
because HPAI is not  
treatable and is easily 
transmitted in wild birds, 
some wildlife rehabbers 
may not accept these  
animals.  
    Information regarding 
carcass disposal is  
available through the 
Florida Department of 
Agriculture & Consumer 
Services.  
    The FWC is working 
closely with the United 
States Department of  
Agriculture-Wildlife  
       See AVIAN FLU 2B 
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