
By Tech. Sgt. Paul Cook 
482nd Fighter Wing Public Affairs 
Homestead Air Reserve Base  
     In the dark hours before sunrise on Sept. 
10, Tech. Sgt. Lionel Castellano, Public  
Affairs Specialist, was driving to the 482nd 
Fighter Wing’s unit training assembly at 
Homestead Air Reserve Base, Florida, when 
the unexpected happened. 
     “I was driving south on State Road 874 and 
a car accident happened in front of me,” said 
Castellano as he recounted the events that 
happened that early Saturday morning. “I 
stopped my car and ran back to the accident to 
help; the engine was on fire. The fire spread 
quickly from the engine compartment into the 
cabin while we were still trying to get her out 
of the car.” 
     According to Castellano, a large piece of 
equipment had fallen off a trailer and hit a 
sedan traveling behind it. The collision caused 
the car to crash into a divider barricade. 
     As he reached the car fire, two other people 
were trying to break the window of the car. 
The group worked together, found a way to 
break the glass, and tried to get the female 
driver out. 
     “The fire was spreading quickly, and I  
realized that the front passenger portion of the 
cabin was now burning,” Castellano said. 
     Realizing that the possibility of severe  
injury was imminent, he reached into the front 
seat, bear-hugged the woman, and pulled her out. 
     “I felt kind of stupid because I tripped as I 
pulled her out of the car, fell on my back and she 
fell on top of me,” said Castellano. “I got up and 
another person helped me carry her away from the 
fire. I looked up and noticed the person helping 
me was also wearing a U.S. Air Force uniform.” 
          Also driving to HARB that morning was 
Senior Airman Randy Rodriguez, 70th Aerial Port 
Squadron Aerial Porter.  
     “It’s ironic, I probably wouldn’t have seen the 
accident had I not made a wrong turn and was 
running late,” said Rodriguez. “When I reached 

the accident there were a couple of people trying 
to break out a window to get the woman out of the 
car, I grabbed a baseball bat and ran towards the 
accident.” 
     As Rodriguez reached the car, the group of 
good Samaritans had broken the window and were 
trying to get the woman out. 
     “The fire spread very fast, it was in the cabin 
when we were trying to get her out,” Rodriguez 
said. “We first laid her on the ground next to the 
car but then sergeant Castellano and I picked her 
up and moved her to a safe distance from the fire.” 
     The car was fully engulfed while Castellano 
and Rodriguez rendered aid to the victim staying 

with her until Miami-Dade 
County Fire Rescue  
personnel arrived at the 
scene. 
     “The firefighters said 
that if we hadn’t stopped, 
the woman would have 
probably died,” Rodriguez 
said. “I’m just glad I was 
able to hopefully give her 
another day with her 
family.” 
     “I’m very proud of 
these Citizen Airman,” 
said Col. David  
Castaneda, 482nd FW 
Commander. “Our troops 
are well trained,  
empowered, and 
innovative; they can  
handle anything.”

By Hugh Hudson 
     On Tuesday and  
Wednesday, Homestead 
Miami Speedway was 
host to numerous  
NASCAR Cup teams 
who came to learn how 
the Next Gen cars would 
perform on one of the 
toughest 1.5 mile tracks 
on the circuit.  
     This rare opportunity 

to gather data both for the 
upcoming Dixie Vodka 
400 and just to  
experiment with how  
various setups and 
changes work on the new 
car.  
    Michael McDowell, 
driver of the #34 Front 
Row Motorsports  
Chevrolet told the News 
Leader that this week’s 

test ,“Was less about  
tuning (for the Dixie 
Vodka 500) than learning 
more about the new car.” 
     The new car, dubbed 
the Nex Gen, was  
introduced in competition 
for the first time this  
season.  
     Though Ford, Toyota, 
and Chevrolet have  
distinctive body styles, 
the underlying chassis are 
standardized. Incorporat-
ing driver safety  
improvements the Next 
Gen car also modernized 
many components and 
systems bringing on 
board improvements seen 
in modern passenger cars.    
     Independent rear  
suspension, rack and 
pinon steering, a five-
speed transaxle mated 
with a sequential shifter, 
and 18-inch forged  
aluminum wheels with a 
single lug nut as seen in 
F1 and Indy cars are 
some of the major  
component changes.  
    Carbon fiber bodies 
and a sealed underbody 
with wing and diffuser 
brought both aerody-
namic and durability  
improvements. 
     The Nest Gen car 
brought not only mechan-
ical change but also a 

change in NASCAR  
racing culture. Rules now 
require that major parts 
other than the engines 
come from designated 
sole source vendors and 
that no modifications be 
made by individual 
teams.  
    This approach supports 
the NASCAR goals of 
both reducing team costs 
and enhancing  
competitiveness. 
     With 19 different  
winning drivers from 
eight different teams 
through the Bristol race 
last week it seems that the 
new car has brought a 
measure of parity to 

NASCAR.  
    There have been  
systemic problems  
including fires caused by 
tire rubber build up 
around the exhaust pipe, 
continuing issues with 
proper indexing and  
tightening of the single 
lug nut wheels, and most 
recently, failure of  
steering racks at Bristol.  
    During the first round 
of the playoff, Stewart 
Haas driver Kevin  
Harvick was knocked out 
early from one race by a 
fire and lost a chance to 
compete for a must win at 
Bristol when a wheel fell 
off as he left his pit box 

late in the race.  
    The fire resulted in a 
rules change allowing for 
more fireproofing in the 
exhaust pipe areas.  
Harvick’s teammate, who 
remains in the playoffs, 
answered our question 
about these issues in 
driver interviews on 
Tuesday, “The fire  
problem hopefully is 
fixed. Fire is every 
driver’s scariest thing and 
we had five or six of 
them. Feel like now 
we’ve made it to where 
it’s fixed.” 
     Daniel Suarez, another 
driver still in contention  
See NASCAR 2A 
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Senior Airman Randy Rodriguez, 70th Aerial Port Squadron  

Aerial Porter, and Tech. Sgt. Lionel Castellano, 482nd Fighter 

Wing Public Affairs Specialist, saved a woman in the early hours 

of Sept. 10, 2022.                                          U.S. Air Force photo by Tech. Sgt. Paul Cook       

NASCAR Next Gen cars come to Homestead to test

Though eliminated from the hunt for the championship at Bristol Keven Harvick and his team 

worked hard at gathering data and testing setups.                  Hugh Hudson                              
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HARB Airmen save woman 
from fiery car crash

Cutler Bay is 
closer to seeing 
redevelopment 
of Southland 

Mall

Southland Mall footprint along US1.   
                                              googlemaps

By David Volz 
     Cutler Bay Mayor Tim  
Meerbott issued a statement on 
September 20 that Electra  
America, a real estate private 
equity firm and its U.S. affiliate, 
American Landmark and BH 
Group, a Miami-Based private real 
estate investment and development 
firm, has unveiled preliminary 
plans for the redevelopment and 
reinvention of the Southland Mall 
in Cutler Bay.  
     The 80-acre $1 billion redevel-
opment will be one of the largest 
projects of its kind in the Southeast 
U.S. and will be called “South-
place” City Center.  
     “The future of this site is one 
that our residents deeply care 
about,” said Meerbott. “Ensuring 
that this project aligns with our 
community’s vision and has a 
proper mix of use is extremely  
important to the Town Council and 
me. The site is ready for change 
and this project will check so many 
boxes on our community’s wish 
list - thousands of jobs, more  
restaurants, entertainment and a 
fresh look to name a few. We look 
forward to working with Electra 
America and BH Group to bring 
this important project to life, while 
keeping it consistent with the  
character of our beautiful Cutler 
Bay.”  
     The new ownership team  
envisions a “city within a city” for 
living, working, shopping and 
playing that will feature more than 
4,000 residential units, over 
500,000 square feet of curated  
retail, and exciting dining and  
entertaining venues at the existing 
mall, with an additional 150,000 
square feet of prime retail space 
and outparcels for food and  
beverage operators.  
     See SOUTHLAND MALL 2A    Scene of fiery car crash in the early hours of Sept. 10, 2022.          Senior Airman Randy Rodriguez       

Miami 
Man 
arrested 
in boat 
burglary 
case 

Frank Alexander Pena, 22,  

was arrested for burglary.  MCSO

MCSO 
     A 22-year-old Miami-
Dade County man was  
arrested Monday for  
burglarizing Upper Keys 
boats from a personal  
watercraft.  
     Frank Alexander Pena 
was charged with  
burglary and larceny.  
     A resident on Rushton 
Lane in Tavernier  
reported two fishing rods 
and reels worth $900 
were stolen from his 
docked boat on Sept. 1.  
    Security footage 
showed a man on a  
personal watercraft  
approach the boat and 
take the fishing rods.  
    The Sheriff’s Office  
received a tip the  
personal watercraft was  
at a Key Largo residence. 
A man there identified the 
man on the personal  
watercraft as Pena. The 
man stated he got into an 
argument with Pena for 
stealing and that Pena  
returned to Miami-Dade 
County.  
    The man agreed to a 
search of the residence 
and the fishing rods were 
located as well as a cooler 
stolen in another burglary 
case.  
    Warrants were obtained 
for Pena’s arrest and he 
was booked into jail on 
Monday.  

Playoff driver Chase Briscoe 

drove many laps during the 

test at the track that he said, 

“is my favorite.”      HughHudson                               


