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25-Year Federal
Prison Sentence for
Man Who Tried to
Kill South Florida
Police Officers

South Dade JROTC Hosts
Ceremony Commemorating
September 11, 2001

MCSO

JROTC Cadets Deliver the Flag to be raised then lowered to half staff in remembrance of the attacks on September 11, 2001.

Joelle Worcester,
Senior Writer,
The Current South Dade

In remembrance of the tragedy
that occurred on September 11,
2001, JROTC cadets held a
ceremony for the many people who
lost their life 21 years ago and the
many heroes who responded in the
aftermath of the terrorist attacks at
the World Trade Center and the
Pentagon.
Celine Mili

On Friday, September 9th, the
cadets welcomed students, faculty,
administration and community
leaders for the ceremony which
was held at the flagpole located at
the front of the school.
Promptly at 8:00am, senior
Reymond Pelaez narrated a speech
on the the history of September
11th.
“As my position as S-2 in
JROTC I was chosen to be the
narrator, it’s a very big
thing to do and an
honor, especially with
this I have to be
fluent and really
express my words
when I speak,” said
Pelaez. The narration
was accompanied by
members of the band
playing Taps, sophomores Jordan Gutierrez
and Jaxson Hall on
trumpets and senior
Marlon Itzep on drums.
“I’m glad I was able
to do something
important and contribute a little bit, even if it
was as small as playing
the trumpet,” said
Gutierrez.
Principal J.C.
DeArmas then
delivered a few words
and welcomed the
visiting guests,
Homestead Mayor
Steven D. Losner,

Celine Mili

Vice-Mayor Julio
Guzman, Region Superintendent
Rafael Villalobos and Rosiandry
Andrade, representing school board
member Dr. Lubby Navarro.
“What happened obviously had
an impact and it’s very emotional
every year with the amount of lives
that were lost, it takes me back to
the moment when I first saw the
Twin Towers coming down,” said
De Armas.
Out of respect for the people
who died and for those who are in
mourning, the American flag was
carefully unfolded to be raised and
then lowered at half-staff.
Alexandra Serrano delivered a
moving rendition of the starspangled banner as the cadets
marched to the flag pole. “The
ceremony was very beautiful; it
was a little scary for me to be
singing the national anthem for
something this significant, but I
think I did well.” said Alexandra.
The ceremony concluded with
senior Melanie Perez giving a
personal speech about her uncle
who died as a paramedic in 9/11.
She was escorted along with ESOL
teacher Lynn Arnett, who lost a
friend in the attacks, to place a
ceremonial wreath in their memory
followed by a moment of silence.
“I never got to meet my uncle
but he’s very important to my
family, especially to my mother
and my grandma,” said Melanie.
“They always talk about him and
seeing how much his death
affects them it affects me as well.”

Florida City Commission agrees to CRA and City Budgets
By David Volz
The Florida City CRA
Board approved its
budget during the
September 13 meeting.
This year’s CRA budget
is $13,807, 369.
Most of the money
will go toward major
infrastructure projects.
“We will spend $8.5
million for road projects
in the northwest part of

the City,” said Jon Ward,
executive director of the
CRA. “We will spend
about $1 million to
rebuild Washington Park.
These are multiyear
projects, and we now

have the
funding for
these
projects.”
The City
will rebuild
all of the roads from
Davis Parkway on the
south to Lucy Street on
the north. It will rebuild
sixth Avenue on the west
and all the streets eastward from Sixth Avenue

to the busway. Some of
these streets have poor
drainage and others have
no curb and gutters. The
City will improve
landscaping and repave
all of the streets in the
northwest.
Washington Park will
have a complete rebuild.
It has been designed to be
a children’s park. All the
See FL CITY 2A

Department of Justice
The Miami man who
earlier this year
discharged a hail of
gunfire at two FBI Task
Force Officers and a City
of Homestead Police
Detective as the officers
drove past him has been
sentenced to 310 months
in federal prison.
Earlier this year,
James Robert Mills, Jr.,
pled guilty to attempting
to murder the three
officers and forcibly
assaulting the officers
with a deadly weapon.
Mills also pled guilty to
two counts of discharging
a firearm during and in
relation to a crime of
violence.
On January 31, the
three officers were on
duty, driving an
unmarked white sports
utility vehicle (SUV) in
the Homestead-Miami
area. At about 8:30 p.m.,
as they drove north on
S.W. 116th Avenue, an
officer noticed a gun
pointed at them from an
open backseat window of
a parked car. Mills was
pointing the gun, which
he then fired at the SUV
as it drove by. The officers’ SUV accelerated,
trying to evade the gunshots. The three officers
in the SUV managed to
lose the suspects’ vehicle
without being wounded
or firing their weapons.
Crime scene investigators
recovered approximately
24 nine-millimeter
(9 mm) bullet casings and

one projectile from the
scene, says the affidavit.
An investigation into
the shooting led law enforcement officers to
Mills, whom they arrested following a search
of a Miami residence
where he was staying.
They recovered a Glock
17, 9 mm pistol with an
extended magazine from
the attic of the house,
where Mills had stashed
it after the January 31
shooting. Mills
confessed to shooting the
firearm.
Juan Antonio
Gonzalez, U.S. Attorney
for the Southern District
of Florida, Robert M.
DeWitt, Acting Special
Agent in Charge, FBI
Miami, Alexander E.
Roller, Jr. Chief, Homestead Police Department,
and Alfredo Ramirez, III,
Director, Miami-Dade
Police Department,
announced the sentence
imposed yesterday by
United States District
Judge Jose E. Martinez.
The FBI Miami
Division, along with the
Homestead and MiamiDade Dade Police
Departments, investigated
the case.
This case stems from
Project Safe Neighborhoods (PSN), a program
that brings together all
levels of law enforcement
and the communities they
serve to reduce violent
crime and make our
neighborhoods safer for
everyone.

Lock Your Vehicles
Convicted Felon/Sex Offender arrested
for vehicle burglary in Key Largo
MCSO
The Sheriff’s Office is
reminding the public of
the importance of locking
vehicles after a homeless
man was arrested Sunday
for stealing some minor
items from a Key Largo
truck that contained a
firearm.
The handgun was not
stolen and no one was
injured, but the outcome
could have been different.
In this case, the suspect
was confronted by the
vehicle owner and a
witness before he was
able to get away with $5
and a pack of cigarettes.
“I can’t emphasize the
importance of locking
your vehicle as burglary
is often a crime of

Leonard Mitchell Williams, 47.
MCSO

opportunity,” said Sheriff
Rick Ramsay. “Luckily,
the suspect in this
incident did not remove
the handgun in the
vehicle, but that is not
always the case.”
Leonard Mitchell
Williams, 47, a convicted
felon and sex offender,
was charged with
burglary and larceny.
He was taken to jail.

Multi-Platinum Country Music Artist Kip Moore Set to Take the Stage
Prior to the Dixie Vodka 400 at Homestead-Miami Speedway, Oct. 23
Pre-Race Concert Part
of a Host of Fan
Amenities as Part of
NASCAR Playoffs
Weekend
NASCAR Playoffs
weekend at HomesteadMiami Speedway just got
even more entertaining
with the addition of multi-

platinum, country music
artist Kip Moore as the
pre-race concert prior to
the Dixie Vodka 400 on
Sunday, Oct. 23.
“I’m looking forward
to being back at another
NASCAR track, especially
one like Homestead-Miami
Speedway,” said Moore,
who will perform at a
NASCAR venue for the
second time (Daytona in
2015). “I can’t wait to play
my set for the fans and get
them amped up for the
playoff race."
Tickets to the Dixie

Vodka 400 start at $35 for
adults and are just $10 for
kids 12 and younger.
Fans can get an upclose view of Moore’s
concert, as well as driver
introductions, with the
addition of a Pre-Race Pass
for $50. To purchase
tickets, go to homestead
miamispeedway.com.
An international sensation,
Kip Moore’s fan base
extends from the U.S. to
the U.K., all way to
Australia. His breakout hit
“Somethin’ ‘Bout a Truck”
turned him into a house-

hold name within the
country music genre, going
double-platinum in 2012.
Moore followed up his
breakout success with
three more No. 1 hits,
“Hey Pretty Girl,” “Beer
Money,” and “More Girls
Like You.”
His impressive
discography includes four,
critically praised studio
albums and two EPs, all of
which contributed to
Moore’s worldwide
success, landing him on
multiple “Best of” lists.
See NASCAR 2A

Kip Moore will be playing in Homestead at the Dixie Vodka 400.
NASCAR

