
By Larry Diehl 
     Homestead City  
Council met Wednesday 
September 21 for its final 
budget hearing.  Council 
then convened as the 
Local Planning Agency 
on two items, prior to its 
regular monthly meeting.  
     The Chick-Fil-A  
franchise filed its  
proposed site plan  
including a drive-through 
feature from Campbell 
Drive, for a restaurant 
next to the Palace  
Gardens Retirement 
Community.   
     The acre and a half 
site across from the  
hospital is part of a larger 
development plan in the 
Crystal Lakes PUD 
(Planned Unit  
Development).   
     The Crystal Lakes 
master plan is a 68.1 acre 
parcel with 31.2 acres 
 allotted for commercial 
use and 33.2 acres of  
residential use.   
     Council approved an 
amendment to the PUD to 
allow a mix of B-1  
designated usage 
(generally professional 
offices) and B-2 zoning 
for the drive-thru  
restaurant and  
self-storage uses.   
     The larger L-shaped 
plot fronts on 147th  
Avenue.  The developer 
plans a two-story medical 
office building on the 
deep 3.36 acre parcel and 
a retail shopping center 
on the 1.06 acre lot on the 
corner of Campbell Drive 
and 147th Avenue.   
     The shopping center 
would consist of an 
11,000 square foot build-
ing with a dental office, 
2800 SF restaurant, and 
three 1400 SF retail  
tenant spaces.  
     With the master plan 
amendment approved, 
Council approved site 
plans and tentative plat 

plan for the remainder of 
this commercial plan,  
including the Chick-Fil-A 
restaurant.   
     Another developer 
proposed a site plan for 
two warehouse buildings 
in the Park of Commerce 
on the corner of SW 336 
Street and SW 142  
Avenue.  The four acre 
site has a flexible mixed-
used designation (or 
PRAC: Planned Regional 
Activity Center) designed 
to accommodate light  
industrial use.         
     Permitted usage  
includes private boat and 
race car facilities, digital 
coin systems facilities, 
and automobile and boat 
industry related uses. 
     The developer asked 
for twenty-five feet  
building setbacks instead 
of fifty feet on the sides 
(eighty feet along 142nd 
Avenue) and Council  
approved the request.    
Parking spaces are to be 
addressed in final design 
plans for the gated  
facility. 
     Council reviewed two 
rezoning applications for 
the northwest as the 
Local Planning Agency 
that it subsequently  
approved as City Council.  
A drip hydration manage-
ment office at 44 NW 
17th Street was rezoned 
from multiple apartments 
to restricted retail  
commercial (B-1).  The 
second request for an  
investment advisory firm 
was also rezoned from  
R-3 to B-1 proposed for 
194 NW 7th Street, a  
corner lot. 
     A resolution to spend 
$119,133 to re-roof and 
waterproof the Police  
Explorer’s Building  
including repairs was  
approved.   
    Council also accepted a 
Florida Department of      
         See COUNCIL 2A 

By Kevin Lewis 
     Last Friday,  
September 23, Florida 
City held its grand  
opening for their newest 
affordable housing  
venture: Solimar  
Apartments. 
     Being invited to the 
ribbon cutting on-site at 
825 NW 5th Avenue, the 
event celebrated the  
arrival of 180 newly  
constructed units to the 
city, with rents ranging 
from $575 to $1,583 for 
one-bedroom, two- 
bedroom, and three- 
bedroom residences for 
those making 30%-70% 
of the area median  
income.  
     Tenants will also be 
able to enjoy a clubhouse, 
playground, media room, 
game room, indoor and 
outdoor fitness center, 
and business center, in 
addition to the monthly 
community social events 
taking place there.  

     Funded in part with 
$5.7 million in Miami-
Dade County SURTAX 
funds, Public Housing 
and Community  
Development (PHCD) 

Director Michael Liu 
began the ceremony and 
explained how Solimar 
rises to meet the current 
supply/demand  
challenges of affordable 
housing in Miami-Dade. 
    Additionally, in  
working with Solimar’s 
development company – 
The Cornerstone Group – 
Liu spoke about the  
combined and continued 
efforts of PHCD. 
     "This is really a  
wonderful example of the 
partnerships that we have 
with private sector  
entities like Cornerstone,” 
said Liu. 
     Commissioner Kionne 
McGhee applauded the 
beauty of the garden-style 
residential space, while 

also noting how the 
morning event drew the 
attention of others there 
to experience another 
local issue. 
    "I live four minutes 
away from here, but they 
had to drive down and see 
that mass exodus leaving 
out of here this morning,” 
said McGhee, “so when 
were talking about  
transportation, and  
transit, and rail, now  
everybody gets to see 
why we fight so  
passionately to make sure 
that those needs are taken 
care of also.”   
     McGhee also  
commented on how  
fitting Solimar  
Apartments, with  
        See HOUSING 2A 

By Jim Saunders, NSF 
     With a new federal 
law providing tax breaks 
for renewable energy, 
Florida Power & Light on 
Friday asked state regu-
lators to approve a plan 
that would pass along an 
estimated $384.1 million 
in savings to customers 
over the next three years. 
     The plan, which would 
start with a $25 million 
refund to customers in 
January, would trim rate 
increases that FPL  
customers will face in 
2023. 
     It stems from a federal 
law, known as the  
Inflation Reduction Act, 
that President Joe Biden 

signed in August. The law 
extended renewable-
energy tax credits, a 
change that benefited  
utilities such as FPL, 
which has moved heavily 
into solar power. 
     FPL customers will 
see higher bills in 2023 
because of an increase in 
base electric rates and 
soaring costs of natural 
gas, which fuels power 
plants. 

     "We recognize that all 
Floridians are continuing 
to deal with the  
challenges of record-high 
inflation and increased 
costs of everyday goods 
and services," FPL  
Chairman and CEO Eric 
Silagy said in a prepared 
statement Friday. "As we 
continue working to  
operate even more  
efficiently to drive costs 
out of our business,  

federal tax savings will 
begin to provide some  
relief to customers next 
year as high natural gas 
prices continue to put  
upward pressure on bills." 
     Because of a merger 
with the former Gulf 
Power, FPL has two sets 
of rates. In 2022,  
residential customers in 
areas traditionally served 
by FPL pay $120.67 a 
month if they use 1,000 
kilowatt hours of  
electricity — a common 
industry benchmark.  
Customers in Northwest 
Florida areas formerly 
served by Gulf Power pay 
$155.61. 
     Without the federal tax 
savings, those monthly 
bills would increase to 
$130.23 in January for 
customers in the tradi-
tional FPL areas and 
$160.43 in Northwest 
Florida. With the savings, 

the bills would go to 
$126.65 in January in the 
traditional FPL areas and 
$156.85 in Northwest 
Florida. 
     Bills would be  
adjusted again in  
February, with 1,000-
kilowatt hour customers 
paying $129.59 in the  
traditional areas and 
$159.81 in Northwest 
Florida, according to the 
filing at the state Public 
Service Commission. 
Rates likely will change 
further in 2023 because 
of costs of natural gas. 
     Utility bills are made 
up of a combination of 
factors, with the two 
largest costs involving 
base rates and fuel. The 
Public Service Commis-
sion last year approved a 
multi-year settlement that 
included base-rate  
increases for FPL. 
     That settlement also 

included a requirement 
that rates be adjusted if 
federal tax laws change. 
FPL’s proposal Friday 
would carry out that  
requirement. 
     Under the proposal, 
FPL customers would  
receive a $25 million  
refund in January  
reflecting the federal 
law’s effects for the 2022 
tax year, according to the 
proposal The utility also 
would begin passing 
along $69.7 million a 
year in tax savings.  
Those savings would be 
provided in 2023, 2024 
and 2025. 
     In addition, FPL  
estimated that the law 
will result in a total of 
$150 million in savings in 
2024 and 2025. Those 
savings are related to 
costs of solar projects  
included in last year’s 
base-rate settlement. 
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Florida City Mayor Otis Wallace gives a thumbs up as Katrice Dryden and her granddaughter  

Genesis, surrounded by city and county officials and staff of Cornerstone and Solimar, cut the  

ribbon marking the grandopening of Solimar Apartments.                                                           Hugh Hudson     
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Florida City Welcomes  
Solimar Apartments 

Chick-fil-A  
coming to  

Homestead with  
Council approval

Tradition of Boy Scout Troop 69 
Spaghetti Dinner Continues

By Charlie Hudson 
     Traditions cannot  
always endure or may 
change over time. For 
the generations who 
have looked forward to 
the annual Boy Scout 
Troop 69 Spaghetti 
Dinner though, the  
tradition is alive and 
well.  
    It is true the location 
is now at Silver Palm 
United Methodist 
Church instead of the 
old Tiki Hut.  
    The food, however, 
will still be cooked by 
adults, as in actual  
parents of the scouts, and 
they follow the same 
recipe handed down for 
73 years.  

     The scouts will be 
busy helping with set-up, 
washing and cleaning of 
course and serving the 
walk-in guests. The plan 

is to prepare 
around 500 
dinners. 
The price is 
$10 and 
take-out is an 
option.  
Serving is 
Saturday, 
October 8, 
2022 from 
4:30-7:30 
p.m., at 
Silver Palm 
Methodist 
Church, 
15855 SW 
248th St, 

Homestead.  
     All funds go to help 
support events throughout 
the year.  
     As the oldest active 

Boy Scout Troop in the 
area, they have  
maintained the same 
goals and mission for 
seven decades.  
     They are a Boy Scout 
Troop in the Everglades 
District of the South  
Florida Council. Their  
mission is to prepare 
young people to make 
ethical and moral choices 
over their lifetimes by  
instilling in them the 
values of the Scout Oath 
and Law. Theye are a 
boy-led and boy-focused 
Troop with well-trained 
leaders who care about 
each scout’s individual 
success. The troop  
emphasizes the boy led     
            See SCOUTS 2A 

This kitchen is typical to units at the complex.          Hugh Hudson

The scouts will help you to the table, and bring you 

seconds if you want. SDNL


