
By Larry Diehl 
     Homestead City 
Council met at its  
Committee of the Whole 
meeting on Tuesday May 
10 to approve two agenda 
items.   
     City staff proposed a 
pilot signage program for 
six directional signs, 
three wayfinding maps, 
and nineteen street signs 
in the immediate  
downtown area.   
     There was one  
responsive bidder, from 
Doral Digital Repro-
graphics that bid the job 
at $92,311.  
     City Councilmember 
Larry Roth asked why 
local vendors were not 
responsive.   
     Staff said 106 vendors 
were solicited and a local 
preference was built-in to 
the process to give the 
bid to local businesses 
with prices within fifteen 
percent of the favorite 
bidder.  The City  
Manager said the scope 
of the project might be 
too large for local  
companies but potential 

local bidders also were 
phoned about the  
program.   
     The signage is on  
aluminum alloy frames 
mounted with the down-
town logo “DH” with  
information covered in a 
vinyl sticker that would 
be durable under the 
south Florida sun. 
     The County currently 
pays for street signage.   
If Homestead replaces 
signs at its own cost, 
there is an issue of  
liability for that it  
assumes for the signs.   
     Mayor Losner spoke 
in favor of the signage, 
“more expensive than  
anticipated, but creating a 
sense of place that is 
unique and different.” 
     Councilmember Julio 
Guzman asked if the  
entire city could have 
similar signs.   
    Staff said this was a 
limited program to create 
familiarity.  They said the 
CRA was offering 
another pilot program for 
business signage in the     
         See COUNCIL 2A 

By Hugh Hudson 
     On December 15 of 
last year an incident at 
Homestead Air Reserve 
Base (HARB) involving 
an explosive munition 
and the safety measures 
that were quickly put into 
place caused major  
disruptions both on and 
off the Base. 
      Shortly after 5 pm a 
large portion of the base 
was evacuated, and with 
the assistance of  
Homestead and Miami 
Dade Police Departments 
a number of roads near 
the perimeter of HARB 
were closed down and 
some off base residents 
were instructed to stay  
inside their homes.  
     After several hours, 
Safety, Ammunition, and 
Explosive Ordnance  
Disposal experts  
determined that any 
danger of explosion had 
passed, and the closure 
and evacuation order was 
lifted. 
     The press release is-
sued by HARB the next 
day and the response to 
follow up questions 
posed by the News 
Leader and detailed in 
our article published on 
January 14 indicated that 
most details of the inci-
dent could not be released 
until a series of investiga-
tions had been completed.  
     At the end of April, we 

again queried the Public 
Affairs Office and were 
told that the investiga-
tions had been completed 
and that appropriate  
actions had been taken. 
     Colonel S. James 
Frickel, Vice Commander 
of the 482nd Fighter 
Wing agreed to sit down 
with the News Leader to 
provide more infor-
mation. On May 10 he 
took time out of his busy 
schedule to be inter-
viewed.  
     When asked what had 
actually happened, he  
responded, “It was  

actually a fairly simple 
traffic accident in our 
munitions storage area. 
As part of our routine 
training and normal 
procedures we deal with 
live weapons. They 
(weapons personnel) built 
up some weapons and 
were moving them on a 
trailer. One of the trailers 
ran into a parked object 
and that produced a  
potentially unsafe 
condition with one of the 
weapons.”  
    He continued, “We 
have a ton of great  
Americans that work for 

us, but many of them are 
young. They were  
adhering to all the safety 
procedures but made an 
error in judgement in 
moving the trailer. The 
weapon involved was a 
500-pound Mark 82 
bomb.”  
     The build up of the 
bombs includes such  
operations as removing 
from storage containers 
and attaching tail fins. 
     COL Frickel then 
turned to the disruptions 
both off and on base, 
“Damage to the vehicles  
               See HARB 2A 

By David Volz 
     To create an  
opportunity for success  
and to help make a  
positive change in their 
lives. These are the most 
important student goals 
for Dr. Susana Mauri, 
runner-up for Miami-Dade 
County Public Schools 
Principal of the Year. She 
is the principal of South 
Dade Technical College.  
     “You need to know 
students and their story. 
Many students here are 
newly arrived to the 
United States. Our goal is 
to accommodate them to 
their new country,teach 
them English and help them get 
a high school diploma. We 
want to prepare them for the 
workforce,” said Mauri. “At 
South Dade, all students are  
received with open arms. We 
help them find a career path 

and get them to work.”  
     Mauri believes it is  
important that educators work 
together. “We work as a team. 
We all work together, and  
everyone knows the  
expectations.  We know the 
goal is to create opportunities 
for the success of students. This 
is the goal for everyone from 
the administrators to the  
custodial staff. We are an  
extended family. The key to 
success is building relation-

ships and getting students 
ready to work.” 
     Mauri believes in her 
mission as a leader in 
education. “I lead with 
my heart, and I am a 
teacher at heart. I listen to 
everyone. I provide the 
tools and resources for 
success. I want our  
students to be able to get 
high wage jobs,” she said.   
     South Dade offers 
training for high paying 
occupations. Students 
pursue training in heating, 
ventilation and air  
condition, automotive 
technology services and 
medical assisting.  They 

can pursue a career as a  
pharmacy technician, cosmetol-
ogy, barber, or a specialist in 
nails and facials. They can be-
come a licensed practical nurse 
or early childhood education 
teacher. People who earn certi-
fications or licenses in any of 
these programs can earn high 
wages and salaries.  
     Mauri has worked for the 
Miami-Dade School system for 
24 years. She began as a middle 
school teacher at Howard 

Doolin Middle School teaching 
language arts and creative  
writing. She was the year book 
sponsor and then was promoted 
to assistant principal in 2002. 
She served as assistant princi-
pal at Miami Edison Middle 
School and then became vice 
principal at Booker T. Washing-
ton Senior High School.  
     Mauri transitioned into adult 
education and become assistant  
principal at the English Center. 
Then she because the assistant 
principal at Lindsey Hopkins 
Technical College. In July of 
2012 Mauri was moved to the 
south area and became assistant 
principal at South Dade Techni-
cal College. Mauri received a 
nomination for assistant princi-
pal of the year.  She became 
principal there in 2014.  
     Mauri first entered the class-
room at age 19 as a teacher’s 
aide while she was working  
toward her teaching degree at 
FIU. She earned a Bachelor of 
Science degree in Elementary 
Education from FIU and went 
on to earn a Doctor of  
Education with a specialty in 
Educational Leadership from  
                        See MAURI 2A 
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Mark 82 aircraft bombs fuzed and fitted to an A-6 Intruder. At 500 lb (227 kg), it is one of the  

smallest in current service, and one of the most common air-dropped weapons in the world.  wikimedia
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An example of the new signs stands at 

Campbell Drive and English Ave.   SDNL

Miami man arrested for  
stealing construction loader

MCSO - A 31-year-old Miami man 
was arrested Monday for stealing a 
$60,000 Kubota track loader from a 
Key Largo construction site earlier 
this year.  
     Arley Perez was charged with 
grand theft. He is also facing multiple 
similar charges in Miami-Dade 
County.  
     The Monroe County Sheriff’s Of-
fice was called to a construction site 
on the 104000 block of the Overseas 
Highway on Feb. 10, 2022. The 
loader was stolen sometime in the 
few days prior.  
     Detective Matthew O’Neill  
obtained security video showing a 
truck towing a large flatbed trailer 
with the loader attached traveling 
northbound on U.S. 1. The truck’s li-
cense plate was registered to Perez.  
     Detective O’Neill and Miami-
Dade Police Detectives began  

investigating Perez for similar crimes 
in both counties. That joint  
investigation led Detectives to a 
property in Miami-Dade County 
where Perez was storing stolen items. 
The loader stolen out of Monroe 
County was not found, but more than 
$135,000 in other equipment stolen 
throughout South Florida was  
recovered. Most of the equipment 
had the serial numbers removed.  
     Detectives also uncovered an  
illegal cock-fighting operation at the 
location.  
     Monroe County Sheriff’s Office 
Detectives filed a warrant for Perez’s 
arrest.    He was arrested by Miami-
Dade Police late last month. He was 
charged for the Monroe County theft 
on May 2.   
     The investigation into Perez’s 
criminal activities remains ongoing.  
 

Florida City 
Commission 
approves 
contracts 

By David Volz 
     The Florida City  
Commission passed a  
resolution during the May 10 
meeting to approve a  
consulting agreement with 
EAC Consulting to provide 
Water Quality Monitoring 
Services for the Florida City 
Canal Project for an amount 
not to exceed $22,800.  
     This involves the culvert 
(pipe) that is being installed 
into the Florida City Canal.     
     “This is for flood  
mitigation.  This was a  
requirement of the DERM  
permit. We have to perform 
post construction water quality 
inspections for a year and that 
this will do it,” said Jon Ward, 
executive director of the  
Florida City CRA.  
     The Commission also 
passed a resolution to approve 
a yearly contract with Royal 
Rental Car for use by the City 
of Florida City Police  
Department. These vehicles 
will be used as unmarked cars 
during detective investiga-
tions.  They will be used for 
surveillance and the police  
department will be able to use 
a variety of cars during  
investigations.  
     The Commission agreed to 
offer support to the Twin 
Cities Track Club for an  
upcoming out of town meet. 
The club will participate in 
meet over Memorial Day 
weekend in Lawrenceville, 
Georgia.  

Susana Mauri, runner-up for Miami-Dade County 

Public Schools Principal of the Year is the principal 

of South Dade Technical College, with campuses in 

Homestead and Leisure City. 


