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Initial approval
given for
Florida City Place
By David Volz
The Florida City
Planning and Zoning
Board approved a project
known as Florida City
Place during their
November 10th meeting.
It will be located on a
five-acre parcel on West
Lucy Street and Northwest Seventh Avenue.
The project will have
174 apartments units and
65,000 square feet of
commercial space. The
apartments will offer 800
to 1,000 square feet of
space. There will
be five buildings. The
project is expected to
come before the commission on November 22.
“This is an area that
needs redevelopment,”
said Henry Isler, city
planner for Florida City.
The process of creating the Ocean Gate
Village housing development is moving along
in Florida City.
During the November
9th meeting, the Commission passed a resolution
approving the tentative
plat of Ocean Gate
Village; a replat of Lots 1
through 129 of industrial
addition to Florida City.
This includes all roads
and a canal from four
parcels. It involves
creating a subdivision
with four tracts, 14 blocks
and 174 lots, located on
the Southwest corner of
Krome Avenue and West
Palm Drive.
The Commission

Volunteers at Branches FL City
will be distributing holiday
meals on Thanksgiving day
from 11 am to 1 pm.
FB

passed a resolution to
authorize a lighting
system and an associated
components maintenance
agreement between the
State of Florida, Department of Transportation
(FDOT) and Florida City
for improvements on
State Road 9336/SW 344
Street from SW 182
Avenue to State Road
5/U.S. 1.
Following a
recommendation by
Commissioner Eugene
Berry, the Commission
agreed to a contract with
Tequesta Construction
Services for pier and deck
restoration at Fasulo
Park. The contract is for
$297,615.
In other items,
Commissioner Sharon
Butler is organizing an
event to be known as
“Day in the Park” on
Tuesday, November
22nd, from 1 – 5 p.m. at
Loren Roberts Park.
There will be a meet and
greet with local police officers along with other
activities.
Butler said the City
will provide several treats
and there will be food
trucks and other vendors
present. The Commission
approved her request of
$1,500 toward the event.
Vice Mayor Walter
Thompson said he has
partnered with Good
Shepherd Funeral Home
to give Thanksgiving
basket meals to families
in the community.
Mayor Otis Wallace
said that Branches,
Florida City will be
distributing free
Thanksgiving meals on
Thursday, November 24
from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Thompson commended
Chief Pedro Taylor on the
Police Department’s
quick response to a
shooting incident that
occurred at the Florida
City Busway. In less than
72 hours the suspect was
apprehended.
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Enjoy the New Miami-Dade
Farmers Month
By Kevin Lewis
As we draw closer to
Thanksgiving Day,
thoughts shift from the
sweetness of Halloween
to the savoriness of this
month’s beloved annual
holiday.
And now with MiamiDade Farmers Month also
debuting, we’ll have a
new yearly tradition to
look forward to every
November.
Organized by the
Greater Miami Convention & Visitors Bureau
(GMCVB), the monthlong event seeks to
celebrate the Miami
countryside with something for everyone –
whether it be fine dining,
exotic fruits, goat yoga,
local produce, and more –
here in South Dade.
With deals and

discounts available until
November 30, GMCVB
Chief Operating Officer
Rolando Aedo said doing
so highlights the
necessity of the area.
“South Dade is as
important as South
Beach,” said Aedo.
For over 30 years the
GMCVB has been bringing forth programs to
showcase unique experiences for both residents
and tourists to enjoy: the
ultimate goal of MiamiDade Farmer’s Month,
Aedo said.
“There are some folks
that may live downtown,”
Aedo said, “that maybe
weren’t even aware that
we’ve got farms out in
the Redland, or that you
could pick strawberries,
or get freshly baked
cinnamon buns.”

With the
rise of
agrotourism,
ecotourism,
and already
existing
local
GMCVB
programs
like Miami
Spice, Aedo
said the idea
for Miami-Dade Farmers
Month sprang forth from
District 8 Miami-Dade
County Commissioner
Danielle Cohen Higgins.
Higgins explained her
desire to spotlight the
farmers, the Redland
area, and beyond.
"It has been a priority
of mine to showcase the
health, beauty and
diversity of our farming
community and thankfully, with the excellent

South Dade’s popular ‘Robert is Here’ Farmers Market, on the doorstep of the Everglades.

work of the GMCVB,
we created the first ever
Miami-Dade Farmers
Month,” said Higgins.
Partnering with the
GMVCB, Higgins also
noted the importance of
these local businesses,
and their economic
impact in the area.
“This month is
dedicated to our
wonderful farming
community that accounts
for thousands of jobs and
hundreds of millions of
dollars to our local
economy. Gone are the
days when Miami was
primarily known for its
beaches, nightlife and
entertainment. Now,
Miami Farm Life is
becoming a popular
theme and scene with our
South Dade agro-tourism
industry growing,"
Higgins said.
With November now
officially declared
Miami-Dade Farmers
Month, Aedo said he and
his team are hard at work
promoting and
advertising the event.
See FARMERS 2A

Hugh Hudson

FIU to offer free mammograms
By David Volz
Women in
Homestead who
are uninsured will
be able to receive
free mammogram
screenings and
follow-up
diagnostic
services. The mammograms will be performed
by the Florida International University
Herbert Wertheim
College of Medicine’s
Linda Fenner 3D Mobile
Mammography Center.

During a
recent Homestead Council
meeting,
Councilwoman
Patricia FaircloughStaggers held a
breast cancer
presen- tation. She
hosted State Representative Kevin Chambliss as
he presented the
$500,000 grant by the
State of Florida to offer a
comprehensive breast
cancer screening program

for residents.
This award will help
many women in the
community and is the
result of multiple years of
effort to receive grant
state funding to bring this
program to Homestead.
“We have been fighting to receive this funding for years to help
uninsured women in our
City receive the care they
need,” said FaircloughStaggers. “Early detection
is key to saving lives. My
mother did not have

access to these services
and she is no longer with
us today, so I am here, a
daughter on a mission, to
ensure the women of
Homestead have access to
these resources.”
Fairclough-Staggers
also made sure to thank
State Representative
Kevin Chambliss for his
hard work and countless
hours spent fighting for
Homestead to receive the
grant and help the women
See FIU 2A

Turkey Point presents community overview
of emergency plans and protective actions
By Hugh Hudson
Each year all residents
living within a 10-mile
radius of Florida Power
and Light’s Turkey Point
nuclear reactors are
mailed information about
what actions to take in
any emergency involving

those reactors.
Those mailers from
Monroe and Miami Dade
Counties are an annual
Federal Emergency
Management Agency
(FEMA) requirement.
Another FEMA annual
requirement was met on
Thursday November 10th
when Monroe County
Emergency Management
and Public Information
Officer, along with
Miami Dade Fire Rescue
and Emergency Manage-

ment held a Nuclear
Power Plant Emergency
Media Outreach event.
The virtual meeting
which also included
Florida Power and Light
personnel, was held to
provide media outlets
with an overview of
emergency plans and
protective actions for the
10-mile radius Emergency Planning Zone
(EPZ) around Turkey
Point.
In Monroe County

areas inside the EPZ
include Ocean Reef and
Key Largo Anglers Club
as well as offshore
waters.
In Miami Dade the
EPZ includes parts of
Homestead, Naranja,
Goulds, Cutler Bay and
Biscayne Bay.
In the case of an
incident at one of the
reactors at Turkey Point,
the event would be
classified as an Unusual
See TP 1A

Florida Power and Light’s Turkey Point nuclear reactors are
shown in this photo from the Nuclear Regulatory Commission.

