
By David Volz 
     The City of Homestead is  
getting ready to begin  
celebrating Christmas. The 
party will begin on December 
3 from 5 p.m. to 8 p.m. at 
Losner Park.  
     There will be snow, lights 
and Santa Claus will come to 
visit in Downtown Home-
stead. The historic district will 
become a winter wonderland 
and there will be plenty of 
fun. The tree lighting  
ceremony will take place at  
6 p.m.  
     Those who come will enjoy 
sledding, snowball target practice, 
an ugly sweater red carpet and  
special holiday performances. 
Guests will be able to get some 
dinner from food trucks, cookies 
and cocoa. There will be story time  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

with the Cybrarium and photos 
with Santa. There will also be  
ornament decorating and a maibox 
to send your Christmas wish list 
and letters to Santa.  
     This is a free event and open to 
the public. People are encouraged 
to bring new, unwrapped toys to be  
collected for Start Off Smart, Inc. 
(SOS), the social services unit  
embedded within the Homestead 
Police Department. It has a goal to 
distribute 1,000 toys to local  
families in need this holiday  
season.  
    Losner Park is located at 104 
North Krome Avenue.  

By Ron Magill,  
ZooMiami 
    Zoo Miami has some-
thing extra special to be 
thankful for!  On Sunday, 
November 20th, a healthy 
male giraffe was born at 
the zoo.   
The mother’s name is 
Mia and she is 15 years 
old.  This is her eighth 
calf and the 58th giraffe 
born at Zoo Miami.   
     This is believed to be 
one of the largest giraffe 
calves ever born at the 
zoo, standing over six 

feet tall and weighing  
approximately 200 
pounds.  
   The father is 5 year old 
Malcolm and this is his 
fifth calf. 
     The yet unnamed new-
born made his exhibit 
debut with a great deal of 
attention from the rest of 
the herd.  As he accompa-
nied his mother onto the 
habitat for the first time, 
the entire herd came over 
to welcome him.  Each 
giraffe took turns  
approaching the calf, then 

smelling him and  
occasionally licking him.  
The calf seemed to be  
unfazed by all of the  
attention and spent the 
morning exploring the 
habitat from one end to 
the other.   
     A neonatal exam was 
performed and indicated 
that the calf is strong and 
healthy. 
     Giraffe have a  
pregnancy of approx-
imately 15 months and 
the mother rarely, if ever, 
lies down while giving 

birth.  The newborn falls 
4-6 feet to the floor where 
it receives quite an  
introduction to the world. 
    The status of the gi-
raffe in the wild is listed 
as vulnerable by the Inter-
national Union for the 
Conservation of Nature 
due to significant reduc-
tions to their populations 
over the last several 
years. 
    Assuming all continues 
to go well, the plan is for 
mom and calf to be out 
with the rest of the herd. 
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     A 42-year-old Mountain View, Arkansas man was 
arrested Monday for attempting to steal a Key Largo 
food truck.  
     Steven Wayne McClelland was charged with  
attempted grand theft of a motor vehicle, possession of 
amphetamine, and possession of drug paraphernalia.  
     The Sheriff’s Office responded to a parking lot on 
the 10100 block of the Overseas Highway at  
approximately 6 a.m.  
     Witnesses reported seeing a man acting erratically 
while driving around a food truck. Witnesses stated it 
looked like he was trying to steal the food truck.   
     When Deputies arrived the suspect, identified as 
McClelland, was backing his vehicle up to the food 
truck. He admitted that he was attempting to steal the 
food truck.   
     A glass pipe with a small amount of amphetamine 
was found in McClelland’s possession. He was taken 
to jail.  

Everglades National Park celebrates  

75 years with event on Saturday, Dec. 3rd 
    On Sat., Dec. 3, Everglades  
National Park will celebrate its 
75th Anniversary with a  
rededication  
ceremony, live 
music, historic  
reenactors, and tours 
of the new facilities 
in Flamingo.  
    Participants will 
be among the first to 
see inside the newly  
renovated Guy  
Bradley Visitor 
Center. 
     The event is free 
and open to the  
public. Entrance fees 
will be waived for 
Dec. 3.  
     Everglades National Park was 
dedicated on Dec. 6, 1947, in  
Everglades City, Florida.  
     The anniversary theme is “75 
years old, but still brand new.”  
     From Everglades restoration to 
rebuilding and remodeling park  
facilities to the dynamic diversity 
of plants and animals in the park, 
each visit brings a new experience.  
     The schedule is as follows: 
     1:30 pm - Historic reenactors 
and live music by singer/songwriter 

Grant Livingston 
     2:00 pm - Re-dedication  
Ceremony with emcee Ron Magill 
of ZooMiami 

     3:15-5:00 - 
� Reception 
hosted by the 
Florida National 
Parks Association 
�  Open House of 
the newly  
renovated Guy 
Bradley Visitor 
Center  
�  Tours of the  
rebuilt Flamingo 
Lodge - because 
the Flamingo 
Lodge is still an 

active construction site, closed-toed 
shoes are required and hard hats 
will be provided for participants to 
wear. 
     The ceremony will take place 
outdoors under a tent adjacent to 
the Guy Bradley Visitor Center 
with a view of Florida Bay. A sign 
language interpreter will be present 
during the ceremony.  
     The Guy Bradley Visitor Center, 
also known as the Flamingo Visitor 
Center, is located in Flamingo, 38 
miles from the park’s main  

Homestead entrance (approx.  
50-minute drive). Guests should 
allow ample time to travel to the 
site, park and walk to the ceremony  
location.  
     Handicap parking is available, 
and guests may be dropped off 
closer to the venue if needed.  
Restrooms are available at several 
locations in Flamingo. 
     The Flamingo Marina Store and 
food truck will be open for drinks, 
snacks, sandwiches and a special 
“1947 Burger.”  
    Boat tours, camping, Eco-Tents 
and houseboat rentals may be 
booked through the park’s  
authorized concessioner, Flamingo 
Adventures. 
      For those looking for a full-day 
adventure, Artists in Residence in 
Everglades (AIRIE), one of the 
park’s partners, is hosting events 
for the anniversary. From 9:30-
11:30 a.m., AIRIE will wrap up 
Miami Art Week with an immer-
sive Photo Walk in the park; and 
from 11 a.m.-12 p.m., they will be 
previewing a new exhibition in the 
AIRIE Nest Gallery at the Ernest F. 
Coe Visitor Center.  
     For information visit: 
www.nps.gov/ever/getinvolved/ 
everglades-75th-anniversary.htm 

Time to begin celebrating 
Christmas in Homestead 

Man arrested 
for trying to 

steal food truck

A newborn giraffe is greeted with snuggles as he is introduced to the herd at ZooMiami.                                                     RonMagill

See something, say something.  This families popular,  

Key Largo business, Yahuales Red Tacos, was saved  

by a concerned citizen.          SDNL

Florida City approves 
changes to allow  

housing projects to 
move forward 

By David Volz 
     People who want to buy homes in Florida City will 
soon have several options available to them.  
Florida City is working to make a new condominium 
development a reality in a formerly blighted area at 
639-751 West Lucy Street.  
     During the November 22 meeting, the Florida City 
Commission agreed to an ordinance that would change 
the property from residential duplex district to a 
Planned Use Development (PUD) district.  
     Over the past 12 years, the CRA has worked to  
acquire 34 separate land parcels and assemble them 
into one property that could be developed into a large 
housing complex. The area had been known for slum 
and blight, not as an attractive place to live. This new 
project involves development of seven acres.  
      Alphaville Development, the developer plans to 
build a mixed-use project known as Florida City Place. 
It will include 174 condominium units and 65,340  
square feet of commercial space. There will be a  
recreation area with a pool, club house and play area.  
A 15-foot landscaped buffer will separate the  
development and Lucy Street.  
     Alphaville purchased the 34 parcels from an area 
previously known as the “Snakepit” for $2,550,000 
and now is in the process of creating affordable  
housing units there.  
     “The City is excited about this project. It will be a 
real game changer for this area of Florida City,” said 
Henry Isler, city planner.    
      Mayor Otis Wallace is excited that this project is 
beginning to move forward and that an area that has 
long been rundown will now become a pleasant place 
to live and raise a family.  
     “That area was a slum when I was a kid. I  
remember riding by it on my bicycle. Now they are 
going to create nice affordable housing there. The 
buildings will have an attractive design. I have spent 
significant amount of my time working to buy those 34 
properties. Now we are going to have a game changing 
project in that area,” he said.   
     Additional housing will be built on a development 
known as Century Park Villas East on the west side of 
Outlets Drive, about 660 feet north of Palm Drive. The 
Commission agreed to an ordinance that would change 
the land use from a commercial district to Planned 
Unit Development (PUD) district.  
     The goal is to build 116 townhome units that  
residents will be able to purchase. Wallace believes 
these townhomes will create affordable housing  
opportunities in the community.  
     Additionally, there are plans to build 28 single 
family detached homes on a 4.8 property located on 
the southside of West Lucy Street, about 660 feet west 
of Redland Road. The development is known as Forest 
Park Garden.  
     The Commission agreed to change the land  
designation from estate use modified to Residential 
Family District.  
    “I like that we are going to have more single-family 
homes in Florida City. This will give people the oppor-
tunity to own a home with a yard,” said Wallace.  
 

     In a bipartisan vote over the 
weekend, Rep. Kevin Chambliss 
(D-Homestead) was elected as 
Vice-Chair of the Miami-Dade 
County Legislative Delegation.  
     Rep. Chambliss is the only 
South Dade Democrat. His priority 
is to continue to honorably serve 
and be a voice for the underserved. 
     Rep. Chambliss is proud of 
working across the aisle locally and 
in Tallahassee. During his first term 
in office, he feels he worked 
closely with his Republican  
colleagues to secure appropriation 
and pass legislation. 
    “Thank you to my colleagues for 
trusting in me to deliver for the 
people of Miami-Dade County. It’s 
an honor to serve the citizens of 
our county in this new role,” said 
Rep. Chambliss. “I look forward to 
closely working with my  
colleagues, both Democrat and  
Republican, to prepare for the 
unique challenges our county 
faces.”
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