
By Larry Diehl 
    Homestead City  
Council met for its  
regular monthly session 
Wednesday, June 22, for a 
very short meeting. 
    The Homestead Station 
Transit Center was  
partially funded from a 
2014 revenue bond to be 
repaid through future  
allocations of  
Homestead’s share of the 
Peoples’ Transportation 
Plan (PTP) monies.  PTP 
is funded by County  
collection of a half-penny 
transportation surtax 
adopted by referendum 
on November 5, 2002.   
     The County agreed to 
pay Homestead $5.7  
million for eligible  
construction costs in  
return for allocating 850 
spaces in the parking  

garage for transit-way  
patrons.  There are 1100 
parking spaces in  
Homestead Station’s 
seven-floor parking  
garage.  (The City  
Manager said two  
additional floors can be 
added.)  
     “It’s nice to see money 
flowing in our direction 
for a change,” said Mayor 
Steve Losner.  “It’s taken 
two and a half years to 
this point because of 
County bureaucracy and 
politics; a real accom-
plishment for our staff to 
receive what we thought 
was in the bag three years 
ago.” 
     City Manager Jerry 
Estrada said the reserved 
transit parking spaces 
would be released on a 
schedule through the day 

as parking needs  
diminished.   
     Councilmember Julio 
Guzman determined that 
reserved spaces start on 
the third level and up, and 
was told spaces could be 
negotiated for lease or 
purchase for development 
projects around the  
garage. 
     Councilmember  
Jenifer Bailey was told 
the garage manager, Laz 
Parking, is responsible 
for operating the transit-
way schedule.   
     Councilmember Erica 
Avila asked about  
operational complaints 
that should be channeled 
through the City  
Manager’s office to Laz 
Parking for solution. 
     The County agreement 
requires the City to  

recognize the County 
Easy Card/Easy Ticket 
payment system for park-
ing fees.  The City is also 
responsible for opera-
tions, maintenance,  
security, safety and  
enforcement in the  
garage.    
     The County gets up to 
ten additional spaces  
reserved for its personnel 
in the garage.  
     The County agreement 
states that by 2045 all 
parking spaces in the  
garage could be needed 
for transit traffic 24/7; the 
City can charge County 
parking fees but never 
less than $4.50 per day. 
      Council unanimously 
approved the Interlocal 
Cooperation Agreement 
to receive its $5.7 million     
         See COUNCIL 2A 
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Homestead Station  
$5.7 million County  

reimbursement advanced

Construction is underway for the new transitway canopy along the high-speed bus line at Homestead Station.     SDNL

Homestead Man  
Arrested for 
$60,000 in  

Marine GPS Thefts
MCSO 

     A 25-year-old  
Homestead man was  
arrested for a string of 
vessel burglaries in  
Islamorada and in Miami-
Dade County following a 
joint investigation  
between the Monroe 
County Sheriff’s Office 
and the Miami Beach  
Police Department.  
     Carlos Leodanys 
Lopez is facing a litany  
of charges in both  
jurisdictions, including 
multiple counts of grand 
theft and burglary in 
Monroe County.  
     The Sheriff’s Office 
was notified of multiple 
boat burglaries in the  
Venetian Shores  
neighborhood and Coral  
Harbor Club in  
Islamorada on June 23 in 
which four vessels were 
burglarized and high-end 
GPS units were stolen, 
with a total value of 
nearly $60,000.  
     Detectives began  

investigating and placed a 
be-on-the-lookout for the 
GPS units to other law 
enforcement agencies. 
Miami Beach Police  
Detectives contacted 
Sheriff’s Office shortly 
thereafter stating they 
were investigating Lopez 
for multiple boat  
burglaries in their area 
and they believed he was 
responsible for the  
burglaries in Islamorada 
as well.  
     Sheriff’s Office  
Detective Jose Hernandez 
provided Miami Beach 
Police Detectives with 
additional information 
and Miami Beach Police 
Detectives arrested Lopez 
after observing him  
attempting to discard 
GPS units.  
     Lopez admitted to the 
GPS thefts in Islamorada 
and all the GPS units  
reported stolen at the  
Islamorada locations 
were found at Lopez’s 
residence and returned to 
their owners.  
    Lopez remains in jail 
in Miami-Dade County 
on charges in that area 
and he will also be  
prosecuted in Monroe 
County for his crimes 
here.  

Carlos Leodanys Lopez, 25,  

of Homestead.                   MDPD

Councilwoman Fairclough-Staggers Recognizes  
Local Principals and Teachers of the Year

Above: Councilwoman  

Patricia Fairclough-

Staggers (red coat)  

honored local educators  

at Homestead Council 

Chambers. COH

COH - May first is  
National School  
Principal’s Day, that’s 
why during the May  
Special Council  
presentation, Council-
woman Patricia  
Fairclough-Staggers  
presented the South  
Region 2023 Rookie 
Teachers and Teachers of 
the Year nominees, as 
well as South Region 
Principal of the Year.  

     On behalf of the City 
of Homestead’s Educa-
tion Committee, Council-
woman Fairclough- 
Staggers honored the 
South Regions Principal 
of the Year: Mr. J. C 
Dearmas and Adult  
Education/Technical  
College Principal of the 
Year: Dr. Susana Mauri.  
    To the tune of ‘Simply 
the Best’ by Tina Turner, 
Councilwoman  

Fairclough-Staggers also 
presented all Teacher and 
Rookie Teacher of the 
Year nominees with a 
plaque and a gift bag, in 
honor of their excellence 
in their field.  
     Over 30 nominees 
were honored from  
various local schools such 
as Airbase K-8 Center, 
Avocado Elementary, 
Campbell Drive K-8 
Center, Dr. William A. 

Chapman Elementary, 
Center for International 
Education: A Cambridge 
AS, Coconut Palm K-8 
Academy, Florida City 
Elementary, Irving & 
Beatrice Peskoe K-8 
Center, Gateway  
Environmental K-8 
Learning Center, Leisure 
City K-8 Center, 
M.A.S.T. @ Homestead, 
Mandarin Lakes K-8 
Academy, Neva King 

Cooper Educational 
Center, South Dade  
Middle, South Dade  
Senior, Juste Homestead 
Middle, Homestead  
Senior, and Redondo  
Elementary.  
    She also gave thanks to 
all the principles in 
attendance who were 
there to show support for 
their staff.  
     “We recognize those     
      See TEACHERS 2A 

Recovered stolen GPS units.                MCSO

Floridians to Get Some Tax ‘Freedom’
By Jim Turner, NSF 
     Floridians facing  
economic pressure from 
inflation will get a 
second crack to 
save on  
“freedom”  
starting  
Friday. 
     Wrapped 
around the 
Fourth of July  
for the second  
consecutive year, a sales-
tax “holiday” dubbed 
“Freedom Week” will 
provide tax breaks on a 
wide range of recreational 

activities and outdoor 
gear.     Lawmakers  
included freedom week in     

     an annual tax  
   package (HB  

   7071) that  
    also  
    offers  
    other  
    tax     

       holidays  
   and sales-tax  

 exemptions. The 
state has already held a 

disaster-preparedness tax 
holiday around the June 1 
start of hurricane season 
and will hold a back-to-

school tax holiday later in 
the summer. 
     “With the pressures of 
inflation, and the  
concerns that are out 
there, we want to see 
people continue to  
support our local  
retailers,” said Scott  
Shalley, president and 
CEO of the Florida Retail 
Federation, which has 
long lobbied for tax  
holidays. 
     Before signing the tax 
package May 6 at a Sam’s 
Club in Ocala, Gov. Ron 
DeSantis pointed to the 

impacts of inflation and 
described freedom week 
as a way that “families 
can afford a fun summer.” 
     Not everyone is so  
enamored with tax  
holidays.  The Washing-
ton, D.C.-based Center 
for State Tax Policy at the 
Tax Foundation questions 
the economic benefits of 
tax holidays, pointing to 
studies showing con-
sumers shift the timing of 
purchases and that in 
some cases retailers have 
raised prices during the 
discount periods. 

     During freedom week, 
which will last through 
July 7, people will get 
sales-tax breaks on such 
things as tickets for  
concerts, movies, ball-
games and museum 
visits, as well as on 
supplies and gear for  
outdoor activities ranging 
from fishing rods and  
bicycle helmets to grills 
and kayaks. 
     Lawmakers approved 
the first freedom week in 
2021, in part to entice 
people who were holding  
                   See TAX 2A 


