
By David Volz 
    One of the most  
challenging tasks  
children face is learning to 
read.  Some teenagers  
struggle to really master 
reading. Even very successful 
adults remember challenging 
reading assignments in col-
lege and professional schools.  
      Dr. Kajuanza Baker,  
literary coach at Florida City 
Elementary School wanted to 
find a way to encourage the 
students at the school to  
embrace reading and see the  
positive rewards available to 
those who master reading.  
     Baker recently hosted the 

Real Men Read event at  
Florida City Elementary 
School. Men from the local 
community were invited to 
the school to read to the  
students. Also, groups of 
Homestead Senior High 
School students came to the 
school to read. The event  
included 37 men.  
     “We had men from all 
walks of life come to read to 
the children,” said Baker.   
     Men from the Florida City 
Police Department and the 
Fire Department participated. 
Jonathan Britton, principal of 
Homestead Middle School 
also came to read. Members 

of the local clergy,  
professional football players 
and men with just an  
interest in making a  
positive difference in the 
community participated.  
     “This was a positive  
community event for our 
school,” said Baker.  
     Florida City  
Commissioner James Gold 
attended the reading event. 
While he did not read to the  
children he offered his  
encouragement.  
    “This was a very  
productive event and the kids 
enjoyed it,” he said.  
 

By Keira Faddis 
     Just 6 days before the 
grand opening of  
Florida’s first Raising 
Cane’s restaurant, the 
chain brought a sneak 
peek food truck for the 
South Dade Band to 
enjoy. Started as a single 
location at Louisiana 
State University, Raising 
Cane’s is one of the  
fastest growing restaurant 
chains in the country, 
serving their signature 
chicken strips with their 
world-famous Cane’s 
Sauce. 
     After driving by the 
new and then under  
construction Raising 
Cane’s location at 2301 
NE. 8th Street, president 
of the Buccaneer’s Band 
Booster, Patty Agosto, 
reached out to the  
marketing department.  
     “I told them all about 
the marching band, and I 
asked if they could  

participate in the opening, 
and they said yes,” said 
Agosto.  
    On November 8, the 
marching band had the 
opportunity to showcase 

their skills while also 
drawing in new customers 
to the restaurant.    
     “I sent in videos and 
pictures of the band  
playing, and they said 
that we could be partners 
which was exciting,” said 
Agosto.  
     She feels that after all 
of the time and effort the 
band has put in, they  
deserve something as  
rewarding as this oppor-
tunity.  
    “I know that these kids 
are deserving of this, they 
work very hard in every-
thing they do.” 
     The newly partnered 
band was surprised with a 
food truck stop after 

school and given the  
opportunity to be some of 
the first people in the 
state to try the food  
Raising Cane’s has to 
offer.  
    “I think it was very 
generous of them to come 
down with their spectacu-
lar team,” said band 
member Cynthia Men-
doza. “I think everyone 
should go support them.”    
     Also available at the 
food truck was a table of 
Cane’s swag, including 
sunglasses, temporary  
tattoos, stickers, lanyards, 
and hair scrunchies.  
    “I think that Cane’s has 
a more diverse variety of     
                 See BAND 2A 
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Raising Cane’s surprises South Dade  
Band Program before Grand Opening 

of new Homestead location

South Dade Band member Brenda Garcia receives her box of 
Cane’s chicken strips at the pop-up food truck event. Rebekah Tackoor

By Charlie Hudson 
     NASCAR Race  
Weekend brings tens of 
thousands of visitors and 
requires massive traffic 
control. Police officers 
from a wide area come 
into Homestead to assist 
over the three-day period.   
     There are routine  
accidents of course and 
other incidents to deal 
with, but on Saturday, 
October 22, 2022, one  
incident was nearly fatal 
for a father and son,  
although it didn’t involve 
vehicles.  
    Derrance Hatfield and 
his eight-year-old son, 
DJ, were fishing in one of 
the canals on Palm Drive 
(SW 344th Street) as 
many residents do. 
    Homestead Police  
Officer Salvador Lopez 
and a female Miami-Dade 
County School Police  
Officer were assigned to 
the nearby intersection 
and heard screams  
coming from the canal.  
The boy, who could not 
swim, had fallen in and 
his father had jumped in 
despite realizing effects 
from a previous stroke 
meant he was probably 
not strong enough to save 
his son.  
     Lopez knew none of 
this when he immediately 
plunged into the water to 
get to the boy first.  
    The other officer 
stayed on the pavement in 
order to pull the child up 
as Lopez then went for 
the father.  
    In fortunate timing, 
HPD Lieutenant Maykel 
Ancosta was supervisor 
for that intersection and 
was passing by. He, too, 
rushed over and helped 
bring the father up.  
    Father and son were all 

right and everyone was 
thankful for Lopez and 
the other officers’ quick 
reaction. 
    Less than a week later, 
Lopez was part of a  
response to a call at a 
pharmacy for another 
near fatality. This was 
noted on the Homestead 
Police Department (HPD) 
Facebook page Thursday, 
October 27th.   
     “Yesterday, Officers 
responded to a local  
pharmacy after receiving 
a call that a male over-
dosed in the bathroom.  
When they arrived, they 
advised that the victim 
had no pulse.  Officer S. 
Lopez and Officer G.  
Nazario began CPR, and 
Officer S. Lopez  
administered NARCAN. 
The NARCAN was  
provided by the pharma-
cist on scene.   
    Due to the valiant  
efforts by both officers 
and pharmacist the victim 
was able to be  
resuscitated.  Upon the 
victim becoming alert, he 
stated that he thinks he 
injected fentanyl.   
     According to Miami 
Dade Fire rescue, the life-
saving efforts admin-
istered by the Homestead 
Police Officers and the 
pharmacist directly led to 
providing another  
opportunity at life for one 
of our residents.” 
    Florida native Lopez is 
approaching his fifth year 
in law enforcement. He 
completed his courses 
through the School of 
Justice, Public Safety and 
Law studies at Miami-
Dade College, North 
Campus and entered the 
Miami-Dade County 
Schools Police  
                 See HERO 2A 

Baptist Health Homestead 

holds Thanksgiving Food Drive 
By David Volz 
     Baptist Health  
Homestead Hospital  
participated in the third 
Annual Community 
Thanksgiving Food Drive 
along with Commissioner 
Kionne McGhee.  
    The event, which 
served an estimated 750 
families, took place on 
Saturday, Nov. 19 at the 
Le Jardin Community 
Center. 
     Partners for the event 
included Nomi Health, 
By Brothers Farms, La 
Vara de Carne Restaurant, 
and Publix. 
    Homestead Hospital 
collected more than 
$2,700 in donations for 

the drive and put together 
750 food bags. Those 
bags were distributed 
along with 350 Gobble 
Boxes that Nomi Health 
provided. 
    Families who did not 

receive a Gobble Box  
instead received a $20 
gift card to purchase a 
turkey (or choice of meat) 
for their holiday meal. 
     “This was an amazing  
See FOOD DRIVE 2A 

Real Men Read at Florida City Elementary 

Homestead  
Police Officer; 

Hometown Hero

Men from throughout the community came to share 
their love of reading with the students at Florida City 
Elementary School. 
Left:  All of the men joined together for a celebratory 
photo.                DVolz

Food trucks 
will be able 
to operate 
in more  

locations in 
Homestead 

By David Volz 
     Homestead residents 
may see more food trucks 
in the city.  
    The Food Truck Pilot 
Program is now under-
way to determine how  
allowing food trucks in 
more areas will work.   
     During the November 
16 meeting, the Council 
agreed on a second 
reading to an ordinance 
that will permit the  
operation of mobile food 
dispensing vehicles in 
particular areas of the 
City. This means food 
truck owners can set up 
their operations on  
businesses and on private 
property throughout the 
City.  
    Food truck vendors 
will now be able to enter 
into agreements with 
landowners to operate at 
commercially zoned 
properties that are not  
adjacent to residential  
properties as long as they 
register with the City and     
         See COUNCIL 2A 

At the grand opening of their first Florida store, the South Dade High School Cheer Team and the 
Marching Band each received a $1000.00 donation from Raising Cane’s.            Rebekah Tackoor

Homestead Police Officer Salvador Lopez has been with HPD  
almost two years.           OfficerLopez

Comm. Kionne McGhee (purple shirt) poses with his fellow  

volunteers at the Thanksgiving food drive.   BHH


